The Nostalgic Naturalist

by OId Timer

Days were, when she was just a pup, that Bess and
me would head out of the city for some good bush
air and sunshine.

Now there Isn’t a truer saying than ‘a man’s best
friend’s his dog’, and Bess the old black lab and me
covered some fracks back then.

She’d leap out of the ute, dog smiles all the way up
to her ears and her tail going like it was an airplane
propeller — like she was going to take off into the air
any minute.

Well, off she’d go and me right behind. | could always
tell where she was, the bush was shaking, and

she was panting, vipping in dog delight with the
scent of some creature that had gone to ground only
ssconds before.

Yeah, we had a great time back then. The whole
place to ourseives, virtually. There werent many
pecple in W.A. then, and even fewer of them wanted
fo spend their time frampin’ through the dusty bush.

Well. Bess and me, we decided we’'d head back to
an old favourite place last weekend, what with the
wedther being so unseasonably warm. Threw some
food and the eskie into the back of the ute and
headed south-east to Serpentine National Park,

It was a long trip, took us a coupla hours to get there
in the old ute. | pulled up right outside the entrance,
right there by the side of the road, right there by the
sign, one of them things everybedy can understand
no matter where they hail from. A black dog with a
fat red circle round it and a fat red slash through it.
They didn’t want my Bess or anybody else’s dog in the
Park,

Then over walks this young feliow, wearing a green
outfit he was, with ‘Conservation and Land
Management National Park Ranger written boldly on
the sleeves of his shirt,

Now you could fell this poor bloke had told 23

people already that day that they couldn't take their
dogs in, and here | was, just the latest in a long line of
dog owners.

‘Hello, sir. Didt you know that we don't allow dogs into
any of the Stafe’s national parks?

| sesthed inwardly. If | had realised it, would | have
driven dif the bloody way down here with mine?

‘No, Ranger, but it's been awhile since we've been
down this way. I'll keep her on her leash,” | said.

But no, even on a leash dogs aren't allowed in
because there isn't nothing that keeps a dog from
answering the call of nature, leash or no leash.

And as | was sitting there listening to the ranger, |
redlised there was a lot more cars and people going
into the Park — lots of the cars filled with kids.

And | thought about all those little feet trampling all
over the ground. Now Bess is the best of dogs, but
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even she does It when she has to, and | didn't want
o be the source of Ire for some poor mother or father
scraping Bess” mess off a shoe.

Not sseming to get any response from me this poor
bloke went on to the next reason: national parks were
places of infernational significance because of thelr
wildlife, thelr plants and animails.

Now | knew and Bess knew that she was too old now
to even think about getting close to one of those Iittle
numbats or echidnas, but it occurred to me that,
sure, all those walks in the bush with Bess were
wonderful, but what did | ever see? Nothin’ but Bess’
rear end disappeating over a log or under a bush In
pursuit of some poor creature, Rabbit? Echidna?
Mouse? Kangaroo? Sure there was the flowers and
frees to gaze upon but my reverie would soon be
broken by the nudge of Bess with a slobbery stick to
be thrown.

By this time, my poor mate in green, desperately
trying to convince this silent old man that he couidn't
take his dog into the Park, hit on another reason dogs
weren’t welcome: many people didn't want them
there.

‘Bloody wel! right, too. Who in their right mind would
want fo bugger up such a beauty of a spot? | sald.

Well, that poor ranger nearly collapsed. He'd been
set for yet another storm of abuse from somecne who
had come all the way from Perth and had fo turn
back around because they had a dog. And I'd
agreed with him without an argument!

Just then something occured to me. | remembered
my days up north with the drover's dog.

"What about out of fown then? In some of those big
places? Any room for a dog there?

| take your point. Sir, that's sorething that's under
discussion at the moment. It may be in the future
dogs will be allowed into certain parts of some
national parks, but until then, I'm afraid I'll have to
ask you to leave!

Well, Bass and me tfurmed round, just like all those
others, and headed home. On the way, we pulled off
the road info a bit of pine plantation.

Bess leapt out, those dog smiles all over her face, and
that tail geing full steam, and crashed off into the
bush. [t was all the same to her — a place to un and
a stick to chase and she was happy, park or no park.

But the wild creatures need just those places we've
set aside In national parks to survive. And all those
people who go to the parks to see the natural
beauty and enjoy the peace and quist deserve to
be able to do it without having to watch where they
step, or listen to a barking dog. And me? I'll isave
Bess at home next time and bring back pictures of
the places we used to go to show her it hasn't
changed.o
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Stark silhouettes evoke the spirit of our remote
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EDITORIAL

Public participation n land management sounds,
like o great idea: the community has a chance to
stucly and comment upan the govemment's
proposals, The scientists and managers can keep
their fingers on the pulse of public demand. But
somatines good ideas are hard 1o put info practice

Last Apiil the Department of Consarvation and
Land Managernent released draft managemert
plans for the south-wast forest regions; and o draff
timber shategy for WA Tha relecse of the plans wos
accompanied by a sarles of workshops and public
meetings, and extersive medid releases. Four
hundred and Hhiry-five letters offering briefings ena
speakers ware sent out. Ninety groups respdnded
Public comment on any aspect of the plons and the
strategy was invited.

ADT0 responses were recelved. This included 3505
proformias ( frormn 30 erganisations) and 565
suibstantiol submissions. some up to 200 pagss in
lsngth. Many submissions endorsed the plans In their
entiaty; some relected them out of hand: ofhers
suggested hundreds of minor changes.

Haw can so many. and such varied, views possibly
be integrated simply and sensibly infe a final plan?
What weighting should be given to the views of
different groups or iIndividuals? Who decides what g
‘fight’ when pure vaiue judgemerits are tobe mcde
and values dre in confiict? How should one resolve an
issue when the views of a large section of the public
are quite different from those of a small group of
sclentists warking clcssly on the problem? These
questions represent the sharp end of public
participatien: It's a relatively new gome for' WA's
land manogers, and one In which the rles ars st
unwritten and ill-defined.

What is certain is that the Department’s policy and
planning staff have a big jeb ohead of them, and o
job which must be done to the highest possible
piofessional standard. It ks imporiant that the final
plans far our south-west forests reflect the fremendolus
thought, effort and interest shown by the community;
and It Is essartiol that there are efficlent machanisms
for public involvement in conservation and iand
managernent, becauss these processes will be the
normn, not the exception In years ahead.
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