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W.A. is one of the richest wildflower oreos in the
world. lts greot weolth lies not only in the lorge
number of species to be found but olso in lhe
greot diversity of size, shope, colour ond form of
the individuol f lowers.

This stronge ond primitive floro did nof oppeol to
the eorly explorers,who generolly described the
londscope os bonen ond desolote, Even Chorles
Dorwin, who visited the coost neor Albony in 1836,
commented thot he would 'never wish to wolk
ogoin in so unlnviting o counly. lhot some
country seen through different eyes todoy hos
become one ot our greolest ossets, o priceless gift
for oll to enjoy.

Mony of our wildflowen con be truly described os
unique. The kongoroo pow, bonksio, botonio,
lrigge]plonls ond orchids ore some of the
botonicol curiosities ottrocling internotionol
inlerest.

The tofol number of plont species now recorded in
WA. is neorly 8 000. Approximotely holf of these
con be found in the South-West, in on oreo bound
bv the coost ond o line between Shork Boy in the
north ond lsroelite BoV in lhe south, An unusuolly
high proportion of these ore endemic to the South-
West, fhot is they occur nowhere else,

The Albony region, in porticulor the Stirling Ronge
Notionol Pork provides hobitot for mony of the
endemic soecies, ond is well worth o visit dudng
spting. Neorty holf the species belong to one of

three mojor south-west fomilies: the Myrtoceoe
fomily, with Eucalyptus, Melaleuca, Verticordia
and Darwinid lhe Proteoceoe with genero such
os Banksia ond Grevil/ia; ond the peo fomily,
Pooifionoceoe, which includes Chorizema, Hovea
ond Daviesia.

The beoutiful Eanksia species ore omong the
mony species in the Stirling Ronge Pork which ore
susceplible to the diebock fungus Phytophthora
cinnamomi. Extro core musl be token by' 
bushwolkers to minimize distu.lconce ond to
restrict the tronsport of soil on boots.

As with soft, funy creotures in the onimol kingdom,
the orchids ore often the drowcord for ottention in
the plont world. Although smoll they con provide o
reol sense of excitemenl when found in the bush.

The wildflowers found outside the south-west
corner of the Stote olso put on spectoculor
disploys. The extensive Yields of everlostings in the
seml-orid oreos ore o mojor tourisi ottroction in
July to Octobet especiolly ofter good folls of roin

The wottles, Acacla spp., ore o dominont
component of the floro of the North-West omong
the spinifex grosslonds; ond the very nome
E re m o ph i I a meons desert{oving.

The floro of the Kimberley region is different ogoin,
being influenced by the tropicol climote.
Numerous river systems, gorges ond mesos feoture
in the rugged londscope, eoch with thek
ossocioted f lorol communities.
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The drogon orchid fCaladenia barbarcssa) (top lefi), ihe fringed montis
orchid (C. dilatata) (t:,ottom left) qnd ihe pinktdry arcf,id (C. tatitotia)
demonstrote the voriety of foms ond colourwithin the lorgest orchid genus
in the South-West.

One of the mony orchid flowerswhich resemble on onimol's foce is lhe
common donkey orcttid ( Diutis longifotial (right). There ore six nqmed
species of Dlol.ls restricled 1o ihe south coost, os well os severol unnomed
ones,
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There ore mony otherorchids which
ore duller in colour, bui hqve unusuol
forms ond feoturss. The flower oflhe
slipper orchid Cfyplosty I is ovata )
( lefi) ond the king]n-his-corrioge
otchid (Dtakea glyptodorl (b€low)
mimics a femole wosp so os to otiroct
o pollinotor ond ensure
cross-pollinotion.
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Ihe hooded llly (John sonia Luputina) ls an unusuol rnembe( ol lh€ Lili{rcoo€
fomlly with ils amall flod€rs hldden orrDng the popsry brocts



One of the specloculor red flovedng Grev,./eas fqJnd in ths Soufh_Wesf lscrcuilea huegettii .(abo/e). ti con 6 seen flov/ertng in eorty spri;g h i;fo_ "nosolnDn gum woodlqnds.

Ihe.mottlecoh (Euca typtus macrccarya) (obo\€ lett) cornes from the Wreolb€tt,qnd f€olures in rnony perih gordens.

Iiq.rlt r-oOrrt pj"nt (Stytidium crcssocepha/urr,, from lhe sondptqtns north ofpenh hos flov€rs typlcal of the higgerplqnt groupib€tqd),
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@VERPHOTO:
Stork silhouettes evoke the spirit of our remote
regions. This photogroph wos token neor
Quoiroding by Hons Versluis.

3

7

24

27

28

1 3

35

40

43

44

49

54

EDITORIAT

Public porticipotion in lond monogement sounds
like o greot ideo: the community hos o chonce to
study ond comment upon ihe governmenfs
proposols. The scientisls ond monogers cqn keep
thehfingers on the pulse of public demond. But
sometimes good ideos ore hord to put into proctice.

Lost April the Deporlment of Conservotjon ond
Lond Monogement releosed droft monogement
plons for the south-wesi forest regions, ond o drott
timber strotegy for W.A The releose of the plons wos
occomponied by o series of workshops ond public
meetings, ond extensive medio releoses. Four
hundred ond thirty-five letters offering briefings ond
speokers were sent out. Ninety groups responded.
Public comment on ony ospect of fhe plons ond the
slrotegy wos invited.

4070 responses were received. This inctuded 3505
proformos (from 30 orgonisoiions) ond O65
substontiol submissions, some up to 200 poges jn
length. Mony submissions endorsed the plons in their
entirety; some rejected them out of hond; olhers
suggested hundreds of minor chonges.

How con so mony, ond such voried, views possiblv
!e integroted simply ond sensibty inio o finoi pton?
Whot weighting should b€ given to the views of
differeni groups or individuols? Who decides whot is
Ighf when pure volue judgemenis ore to be mode
ond volues ore in conflict? How should one resolve on
issue when the views of o lorge section of the public
ore quite different from those of o smoll group of
scientists working closely on ihe problem? These
questions represeni the shorp end of public
porticipqtion. lfs o relotively new gome forWA's
lond monogers, ond one in which the rules ore still
unwritten ond ill-def ined.

Whot is certoin is ihot the Deportment's poticy ond
plonning sioff hove o big job oheod of them, ond o
job which must be done to the highest possible
professionol stondord. lt is importont thot the finol
plons for our south-west forests reflect the tremendous
ihought. effort ond interesi shown by the communitv;
ond it is essentiol thot there ore efficient mechonisms
for public involvement in conservotion ond lond
monogement, becouse these processes will be the
norm. not the exception in yeors oheod.
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