
URBAN ANTICS
Ophidophobia and Other Spring Fevers

by Andrew Cribb

&
ffipring , . time of wildflowers, sironge ogues,
w domp picnics, indecent behoviour omongst

wildlife, ond the issueing forth of ssnokes.
This is the time thot suburlconites leorn o new word:
ophidophobio. Your friends might osk whot it
meons, so tell them it's coused by oprosexio
(onother greek root), then perhops they will dore
treod no further, feoring the intimocy of your reply.
About this time there is o rustling in the long gross
ftom Kolboni to Albony. Newspopers begin to fill
with stories obout tenorised primory schools qnd
pictures of Fred the coretoker holding up
something long ond bloody, Ophidophobio is on
for young ond old.
There musi be something deep ond dok oboui
snokes thot hos token hold of the humon psvche.
From Genesis to Jung, from Delphi to south Thornlie
ihey exert their sublle influence.
In Perth, we sondgropers ore o procticol lot. You
don't cotch us setting up shrines to snoke gods, or
conducting monic rituols in Serpeniine Notionol
Pok, though we mighf try on the odd erotic donce
routine. No mote, we just whock 'em with o
crowbor, snokes thot is. After oll it's well known thot
Ausirolio hos the world's lorgest number of
ooisonous snokes.
Bloody dongerous they ore too, mote. At leost 50
people get bitten o yeor, 40 of whom were just
irying to bosh the slithery beggors' broins out, Not
only thot but two people, give or toke, hove
octuolly died from snokebite in the lost six yeors. I
meon, cors only kill 200 odd ot us o yeor, so snokes,
os I soid, ore bloody dongerous.
Bui, on the other hond, they eot of lot of mice,
especiolly in spring, so if you dont wont snokes in
your house, get rid of the mice.
Levity oside. if you go wolking this spring through
the long gross, treod corefully ond weor long

Snokes hove children,loo, this is o jwenile dugite
(Pseudonaja atlinis).

ponts ond proper shoes. Nobody likes being
trodden on, leost of oll your locol mous+.eoting
dugite, ond he con probobly comploin more
viciously thqn most.
In the swompy river flots of fhe Conning ond iis
tributories wotch ouf for your distinctly
onthropophobic iiger snoke, he prefers frogs ond
doesn't core ot oll for smoll children.
As o lost word. lf you or your motes ore unlucky
enough to get fonged, don't ponic, Keep sti ,
wrop o brood bondoge firmly over the bite ond os
much of the bitten limb os posible, immobilise it
with o splint, ond heod for the neorest hospitql,
keeping the bitee os still os you con.
Oh, ond one lost thing . . identify the snoke . .
there's o greot little book on most dongerous ones
ovoiloble from the WA Museum. Just before you
go ALL snokes ore protecfed under the Wildlife
Conservotion Act but you ore ollowed self-
defence, so if the snoke thot bit you got clobbered
toke it with you to the hospitol. lt meons thot they
con give you ihe RIGHT ontivenom, which is o
relief to kno,v.tr
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Stork silhouettes evoke the spirit ot our remole
regions. This photogroph wos token neor
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EDITONIAT

sirotegy wos invited

unwritten ond illdefined

Whot is certoin is ihoi the Deportmenfs policy ond

for public involvement in conservotion ond lond
monogement, becouse these processes will be the
norm. not lhe exception in yeors oheod
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