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Signs of the Times
Signs - written and graphic
symbols used to convey ideas
or messages - are important
tools of communication. We
rely on signs to guide and
direct, to advise and inform, to
advertise and entertain. SiSns
also have an important role in
assisting us to make sense of
our surroundings.

The signposting of Y\,1 .A.'s 17
million ha of national parks,
nature reserves, State forests
and timber reserves is a
responsibility of rnonumental
proportions, given the myriad
of roads, tracks and landmarks
dispersed across the State.
While a complete stocktake of
CALM's signs has yet to be
completed, they are most likely
to number in the tens of
thousands. Signs provide an
important link with the public.
In some cases they are the only
l i n k . . .

The development and,.,
maintenance of this extensive
system is important to the
welfare of all who visit or
derive their income from
CALM land. It is equally
important to the rangers,
wildlife officers and foresters
who live and work on that
land.

W.A. recently adopted a State-
wide sign standard. Based on
one developed by the
Queensland National Parks
and Wildlife Service and
Department of Forestry, this
new standard provides
guidelines on the use, design,
construction, and placements
of a wide range of sign types.
Included are recreation and
area identification signs, office
signs, road and walk track
signs, interpretative signs and
display shelters. The basic aim
of this sign standard is to
ensure that information is
conveyed in an attractive,
legible and cost-effective
manner.

The new sign standard
incorporates symbol signs,
many of which are based on
internationally accepted

designs. These symbols, which
are often simple graphic
representations, can convey an
idea more effectively than
lengthy written messages,
particularly for people who are
not literate in the English
language.

Even with the adoption of a
standard, there is ample scope
for development of new signs
and formats. Recently,
innovative designs and
distinctive entry signs have
been installed at a number of
national parks. Constructed
from natural materials such as
local stone and rammed earth,
these signs reflect the
character of the landscape that
surrounds them.

The implementation of the
new sign standard, and the
progressive replacement of old
signs is a major undertaking.
When this task is completed, it
will ensure that your use of
the State's parks, forests and
reserves is enioyable,
informative and safe.o

Inlgrpretotive signs help deepen our
qppreclotlon ot lhe envlronmeff.
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One of the new-style slgns
deslgned to blerd hormoniously
wlfh fhglr suroundings.

The dlsolov shelfer qf Millstreom,
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