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testing of nuclear weapons in the
1950s.

Golden Bandicoots once lived in a
wide variety of habitats, including
sandplains, dunefields, and stony
country. They sheltered in a
grass-lined nest in a shallow scrape,
usually under a spinifex hummock
or amongst tussock grass. They are
very well-known to Aborigines,
and were an important Aboriginal
food item. I have spoken to Pintupi
Aborigines from the Gibson and
Great Sandy Deserts who
remember eating Golden
Bandicoots as recently as 15 to 20
years ago (see 'Vanishing Desert
Dwellers' , Landscope, Winter 7987).

Very little is known about the
biolog" er sstl.tt of Golden
Bandicoots and studying them in
the wild would be very difficult
because of the remote, rugged areas
that they now inhabit. A practical
alternative is to observe captive
animals and compare them with the
closely-related and better-studied

Brown Bandicoot (or Quenda) of
the South-west.

The first step towards study of the
mainland form of the Golden
Bandicoot was taken recently.
During the recent CALM rainforest
survey three animals, two females
and a male, were caught. After
capture the animals travelled to the
base camp at Mt Hart Staiion by
helicopter, then by lighi aircrafi to
Derby and then by iet to Alice
Springs via Darwin. At lasi repori
they were doing well. Alice Springs
was chosen as the site for captive
breeding because it is within the
former distribution of the species,
and the Conservation Commission
of the Northern Territory is a
partner with CALM in the project.

If we can get the Golden Bandicoot
to breed successfullp additional
animals will need to be captured
from the wild so that inbreeding is
prevented. In the long term, plans
are being developed to re-establish
Golden Bandicoots.
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he Golden Bandicoot once
occurred throughout the
northern half of W.A., the

whole of the Northern Territory,
the northern part of South
Australia, and possibly parts of

Queensland and New South Wales.
Ii has disappeared from almost all
of its mainland range, and exists
only in near-coastal areas of the
north Kimberley from the Yampi
Peninsula north to Prince Regent
Nature Reserve.

Fortunately, it also occurs on three
Western Australian islands -

Barrow and Middle Islands
(Pilbara) and Augustus Island
(Kimberley). Black Rats (Raftrs
raffas) have become established on
Middle Island leading to concern
about the long-term viability of the
h^h l r r i ^n  lhara

The Golden Bandicoot once
occurred on Herrnite Island, in the
Monte Bellos, but the introduction
of cats led to its extinction well
before the islands were used for the
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conservotion reseNes wos firmlv
estoblished in 1984 when the
CALM Act wos oossed, with
provision for Morine Porks ond
Morine Noture Reserves, vested in
the Notionol Porks ond Noture
Conservotion Authoritv.

Since 1984 two mojor Morine
Porks hove been declored in W.A:
Mormion ond Ningoloo.

This is o new field in W.A.. ond
there ore no locol precedents to
guide us in resolving the mony
monogement issues which hove
emergeo.

A first considerotion hos been
thot fishing is okeody confrolled
under lhe Fisheries Acl. lt would
be foolish for CALM to ottemot io
estoblish itself os o fisheries
monogement ogency. A policy
decision hos been mode thot ony
fisheries in Morine Porks will be
reguloted under the Fisheries Act.

A more philosophicol problem
hos been thot mony citizens,
olthough generolly sympothetic
to the conservotion couse, ore
unoccustomed to the ideo of
hoving porks ond reserves in the
seo. The ideo thot the seo is o
public common where onything
ond eveMhing goes is still well
entrenched in public ottitudes.
Yet there ore mony terrible
exomoles oround lhe world
where coostol envkonments ond
their resources hove been
devosloted by excessive ond
improper use. In W.A. we hove
not reoched thol poinl.

W.A, con be oroud of its fisheries
monogement record, bosed on
the principle of susloinoble use for
posterity. Development of o
morine porks ond reserves system
olong our coost is onolher
essentiol port of lhe overoll
objective. lt is to be hoped, then,
ihot our first initiotives in this direc-
tion will receive public support.

How can less than four per cent of the
State's arca supply us with all our
timber needs, nnd saoe the hardwood

t'orests at the same time?
Details on page 28.

Well Op MourHs

It's a fish-eat-coral world, but what do
the coral eat? Find out on page 32.

Now you can be sure there are no
borers in the door. WeIl,if they are
there, at least you'Il know what to caII
them after reading the article on
page 42.

TnounlEpWerEns

Does the rery l.oord pollution make you
feel powerless? Discoaer what you can
do to help the wildlife aictims on
page 20.

FoRnsr RENrwRr

What is the connection between the
poets' of the First Workl War and
W.A's forests? Find out on page 56,
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GaruER No Moss

The trouble wlth lichen is that up until
recently it wasn't protected florn. Now
Iichen nnd their relatiaes - mosses,
Iiaerworts and algae - haae joined the
rest ol lhe State's flora. See page 54.

Rtcsr ON Tnacr

Is a highlech wilderness trek a
contradiction in termsT Find out how
4WDs and conseraation can co-exiit
peacefully on page 12,

Cover Photo

Mogpie Geese toke off from
the Ord River.

Photo: Richord Woldendorp,
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KrHanEnlEy

What do you mean frog? In my home I
am a prince . Alter all , Prince Regent is
the only mainland reserae uhere all of
the original animal species remain.
Meet the rest of them on page 47.

Hrns'Bpr-r-ss

When Perth looks out its backdoor irr
spring the Hills are ablaze with colour .
Your field guirle to some of our glorious
wildflouels starts on page 4.

ATTENTIONADULTS!

Sick of taking the anklebiters to
the same old national parks and
camping spots? Put them to
work for you. If they enter the
kids' competition on page 63
they could win two beautiful
books on all the best picnic and
camping spots between Perth
and Eucla.
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