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Ff! h" four-dav whale rescue dt

I Augusta from September 2a to
L October 2 was a remarlable

feat. The sight of volunteers
working side by side, battling
rough seas and strong winds
throughout the day and night was
enough to take some of the bjtter
chill out of those icy waters on the
wind-swept southern coast.

It's reassuring, too, to know that
thousands of West Australians will
rally during a cdsis, without
thought for reward or recognition.
They will do it because they are
human - because they want to
relieve the pain and suffering of
another living being.

And that is iust what happened at
Augusta. An arrny of volunteers
responded to the call for help when
the alarm was raised late on
Thursday, 29 September 1988:

a large pod of false killer whales
had stranded on the coast.

In the three days that followed,
those people experienced a gamut
of emotions. First, there was
compassion for the distressed
animals being buffeted by the surf
and despair for those who had
already surrendered the fight for
life and lay scattered, like so many
discarded children's toys, along the
beach.

Then there was the euphoria as
volunteers, battling exhaustion and
the disappointmenl of two failec
release attempts, finally ushered
the whales out to sea on Saturday
afternoon.

But the euphoria again turned to
despair on Sunday morning: a
helicopter pairol had discovered
another 24 whales stranded on the
beach about 30 km east of Augusta.
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As night folls, o young volunteer
broves the icy conditions in o bid lo
sove the distressed wholes (lefi).

Volunieers struggle to scoop the
whole into lhe bucket of o front-
end looder for tronsportotion olong
the beoch (below).

CALM's Executive Director Syd Sheo
ond wildlife officer Trevor Wolley
(right).
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n6(^i1e the bitlerly cold condrtions

::::1,:,;; l,l,ntoins on orr nishl

Ysii";.!-t"n ond suoood the

wholes (righl).

volLrnteers rollv 1o senllY^t:lTi?:o^
. . ,F.^ 'a f  r .m O i lonl  eno roct \ - rc |v "

li' fi"*ni.^ will corry lhe onrmor ro

t;sofe holding boy (below)

Nothing coutd be done to sa-ve.

them The animals were sutlertnF

and there was no alternative to

"rin"^"J" tn" was a ditficult and

n""tibt""ot^g decision for CALN4

officer', who hdd coordindted tne- 
r

entire re5cue oPeration and worKcu

tir"l"tsly alongside the voluntecr'

' . t . " t " " . t  do i '  and n ights in  a b id

to save the whales

But after the trials and tribulations'

it " a""Puit and disaPpointment'

E ,h";;-"^ for cheers as well as

F t"ats.

Thi r tv - two wha les  were  saved '  bu t

,rrorJ,non that' we : 'dw how manv

caring People We)tern Australla

has -"PeoPt" who wil l un>elltsnlv

;; Jinl"t comPlaint rallY to helP

when theY are needeo'

And vou - whale rescuers - Put that

bevond doubt durinB tho5e lew

"'.'t.torrting but so rert ardingddvs

"" "" t'"tl"a stretch of our State s

stormy coast'

TEXT: KYlie BYlietd

a^.k in 1ne woler, lhe wholes gor
"^L].n, 

"t lovinq otlenrron (below

i^ii *n,r" on lhe beoch o hetPer

Jomtorts ner new-found lrreno

(b,elow).
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GIMATUSTRALA"'".

EDIIORIAL

It is difficult to remember o time when
our doily news did not feoture some
environmentol controversy. To people
involved in environmentol reseorch
ond monogement, the populority of
'the environment' is o mixed blessing,

Greoter public consciousness of
environmentol issues hos meont
increosed funding ond, lo some
exfent, greoter prestige. But mony
scieniists working on ecosystems qre
uncomforloble when their work is
ploced in the politicol spotlight.

The knowledge thot o scientific
observotion thot once would hove
been lucked owoy in o scientitic
journol io be reod only by o few
colleogues could become the centre-
point of o politicol controversy is
dounting.

Retoining objectivity in ony reseorch
oreo is difficult, For ihose engqged in
reseorch on the noturol environment it
is even more difficult. Unlike the phys-
icol sciences in the noturol sciences
the truih is often comoutloged by
interoctions beiween foctors which
vory over time ond spoce. When the
resulis ot this type of reseorch ore
ploced in the polilicol oreno, the
mixture is often volotile ond ihe truth o
cosuolTy,

To enoble scientists lo better seek the
truth ond communicote it, the
scientific community hos odopted
whot hos been colled "the scientific
method". The scientitic method is o
code of conduct with rigid
requirements. An offshooi of thot code
is o set of rules which scientisis must
follow, ot leost in reputoble scieniitic
journols, if they ore to hove thek
reseorch published, Unforlunotely, o
byproduct ot this is thot scientific
oriicles ore not the eosiest to reod ond
ore offen ploin boring.

Given fhot the environment hos
become o mojor politicol issue, it is
importont ihof ihose involved in lhe
debote ore fully informed. Bui scientists
ore foced wiih o dilemmo, They need
io populorise their work to reoch o
wider oudience, On the other hond,
they connot offord to lose objectivity.
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NRrrvsCnnerroNs
KenruMecrc

Nouaelle jardins, multiculturalism
or laissez-faire: which garden fashion
will you choose? Turn to page 22.

Whnt is really going on in the knni

forcst? On page 32 we take a look at
the system of conseroation reseraes
that haue been established to preserue
this awe-inspiring f or est.

SrnaNpror

Wrr-o MennoN

Do our wild maton haue a future or
toill local gourmets keep catching
them to the point of extinction?
Find out on page 4,

Reliae the euphoria of the Augusta
whale rescue on page 78,

BecrToBesrcs

With today's massioe land boom it' s
hard to imagine that the State once
couldn't giue land away fast rnough.
Nou) the gooernmmt is buying back
our aaluable conseraation areas.
See page 43,
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The Gibson Desert Nature
Reseroe cozsers ooer
1.8 million hectares.
It is a desolate but subtly
beautiful landscape. Read
about this uni4ue aru and
the management problems
it presents on page 48.
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Cover Phologroph

One of our noturol wonders -
the beoches of Homelin Pool
(Shork Boy) consist of blllions of
smoll shells.
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