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URBAN ANTICS
Reptilian escapades

by John Hunter

Five smoll sofl toes ihrust through o thicket of dense
bush grosses ond bonksio leoves. Suddenly, Conioct ll -
cold slippery, scoles ond tout reociive sinew,

A spili second loter the tronquitity wos shotiered by o
high pitched humon voice.

'Geez. . , , .  l 've t rod. . .on. . ,o , , , , , ,snoke. '

Eyes bulged, heorts beot out of control ond twenty
grubby fingers clowed oi two school shirts in similor
condition,

The two seven-yeor-olds froze, supported eoch other
ond stored blonkly into the thicket ot iheir feei. There
wos no poin; no deoih throes, ond eveMhing seemed
O.K. Within o couple of moments the boys hod bocked
off, both porroting obscenities which they hod heord
their Dod's use behind the woodshed, So much for my
sovoge brush with noture behind Scorborough prjmory
School sometime in the 'forties'. tl still hqppens todoy,
ond with fond memories I see kids toking short cuts
through vocont blocks qnd heor the resultont screoms
of blind ponic,

It's ihqt iime of year ogoin when from gorden nooks,
rood verges ond voconl blocks of long stemmed wild
oots comes fhe tromp of littte feet: Tiliqua rugoso is on
Tne move.

No, ii 's not my liolion mote next door, it 's the bobtoil
lizord or shingle-bock skink which hos been oround the
south-west of Western Auslrolio in greot numbers for
thousonds of yeors. They hove odopled remorkobly lo
Europeon settlement ond relish living in the yords ot our
homes.

The bobtoil is not o goonno, bui o lorge skink, o lizord
of oround 300 mm in lengih.

The reptile is eosily recognized by its size. They hove o
lorge triqngulor shqped heod, flottened body, short
sfumpy ioil ond lorge rough scoles on ihe bock. They
ore o reddish dork-brown obove, with scottered creom
or yellow blotches especiolly on the flonks ond whitish
below. There con be quite o vorionce Derween
differenl beosis.

Every doy during hot weother 'bobbies' con be
observed bosking on fooipoihs, verges or roodwqys.
Like mony reptiles, ihey hibernote during winter ond if
occidentolly discovered under o pile of leoves or
wood, should be left olone,

After winter the lizords emerge rovenous from their
hiding plqces ond simply toke off in seorch of tood ond
wormTn.

The 'bobbie' is o most tenocious beost. ond whilst
going obout its business, never seems to give up trying
to scole on impossible objeci, or squeeze through on
impenetroble bush.

lf disturbed this hormless skink will toke o bluff stonce 10
word off donger. lt will foce the threot, open wide its
gigoniic mouth. disploy o btue-block tongue ond emit
o hissing noise. This rother frightening performonce hos
led to slories of terrible wounds ond ulceroted sores. To
my knowledge it is not lrue. The inside of o bobtoil's
mouth hos o simple bony ridge, ond if it bites it moy
hong on. A great deierrent to smoll boys ond some big
boys os well,

The bobtoil 's diet is quiie voried, ond includes eggs,
insects, fruits (loves my mother's strowberries), flowers,
snoib ond corrion, Young ore born olive, usuolly two in
numbeJ.

lf you hove o need to pick up one of these loscinoting
lizords, first distroct its ottention with one hond, ond
quickly but firmly grob it oround the bock of the neck
from behind wiih the other. Adult beosts sometimes
hove ticks embedded between ihe neck scoles. The
ticks con be removed with tweezers whilst the reotile is
immobilised,

The bobtoil skink is on occepted port of our
environment ond greot entertoinment if you core to
wotch one for o while, however, they do not observe
rood signs ond unfortunoiely cotostrophies occur eoch
summer, lf you're driving through ihe suburbs, pleose
slow down ond wotch the rood for slow movers,

As with oll lizords, the bobloil is protected founo by tow
ond should noi be interferred with in ony woy.

Let them come ond go noturolly - respect their right to
co-exist, ond remember, wiih lhe yeqrly morch of the'bobbies' we know thot spring hos sprung ond
Christmos is jusi oround the corner - it's o good time to
be olive.l!l
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It is difficult to remember o time when
our doily news did not feoture some
environmentol controversy. To people
involved in environmentol reseorch
ond monogement, the populority of
'the environment' is o mixed blessing,

Greoter public consciousness of
environmentol issues hos meont
increosed funding ond, lo some
exfent, greoter prestige. But mony
scieniists working on ecosystems qre
uncomforloble when their work is
ploced in the politicol spotlight.

The knowledge thot o scientific
observotion thot once would hove
been lucked owoy in o scientitic
journol io be reod only by o few
colleogues could become the centre-
point of o politicol controversy is
dounting.

Retoining objectivity in ony reseorch
oreo is difficult, For ihose engqged in
reseorch on the noturol environment it
is even more difficult. Unlike the phys-
icol sciences in the noturol sciences
the truih is often comoutloged by
interoctions beiween foctors which
vory over time ond spoce. When the
resulis ot this type of reseorch ore
ploced in the polilicol oreno, the
mixture is often volotile ond ihe truth o
cosuolTy,

To enoble scientists lo better seek the
truth ond communicote it, the
scientific community hos odopted
whot hos been colled "the scientific
method". The scientitic method is o
code of conduct with rigid
requirements. An offshooi of thot code
is o set of rules which scientisis must
follow, ot leost in reputoble scieniitic
journols, if they ore to hove thek
reseorch published, Unforlunotely, o
byproduct ot this is thot scientific
oriicles ore not the eosiest to reod ond
ore offen ploin boring.

Given fhot the environment hos
become o mojor politicol issue, it is
importont ihof ihose involved in lhe
debote ore fully informed. Bui scientists
ore foced wiih o dilemmo, They need
io populorise their work to reoch o
wider oudience, On the other hond,
they connot offord to lose objectivity.
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Nouaelle jardins, multiculturalism
or laissez-faire: which garden fashion
will you choose? Turn to page 22.

Whnt is really going on in the knni

forcst? On page 32 we take a look at
the system of conseroation reseraes
that haue been established to preserue
this awe-inspiring f or est.

SrnaNpror

Wrr-o MennoN

Do our wild maton haue a future or
toill local gourmets keep catching
them to the point of extinction?
Find out on page 4,

Reliae the euphoria of the Augusta
whale rescue on page 78,

BecrToBesrcs

With today's massioe land boom it' s
hard to imagine that the State once
couldn't giue land away fast rnough.
Nou) the gooernmmt is buying back
our aaluable conseraation areas.
See page 43,
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The Gibson Desert Nature
Reserae coaers oaer
1.8 million hectares.
It is a desolate but subtly
beautiful landscape. Rud
about this unique area and
th e mana g ement pr oblems
it presents on page 48.
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