
ll plonis ond onimols ore given Lotin nomes to

oid communicotion omong biologists Two

words ore routinely used The first' beginning

with o copitol letter, is ihe genus or generic nome (e g

Ciio,ino, EucolYptus) The second' beginning with o

lower cose letter, is the specitic epiihet (e g oDeso'

subspecies, genero or subgenero etc'

However, if these proposols' when published' ore

occomponied by cleor supportive evidence they ore

now recognised.

onlv Cosuorino on d Altocosuorino ore found in Western

nusirotio. These genero were distinguished by Johnson

of o numoer ot -horqcters thoi con be sel out os

followsi

Cosuorino.'Seeds' grey or yellow-brown''dull;

brocteoles of cones thin ond without dorsol

protro.rona"r, teeth five to mqny) seed shortlived'

Mony Austrolion herboriq, including the Western
. 

Austrolion Herborium' hove

odopted the revised
clossificotion ot our

likely to be occepied bY
plont ioxonomists, ond
therefore bY herborio ono

boionic gordens TheY will

then be token uP bY
horticulturol ond other
opplied liieroture ond
eventuolly, though
someiimes with some
resistonce, bY the generol
public,

A proposol of significonce
thot wos mode some Yeors
qgo concerned the
clossiticoiion, ond therefore
the nomes, ot ou( Cosuorino

species (sheoqks) The
question deboted is 'should

the sheooks be Ploced in

one genus (Cosuorino) or

four (Cosuorlno,
Allocasuorino, GYmnostome'
ond Ceufhostorno)?' The

sogo begon in 1959 when

Bryon Borlow Published o
poPer on the chromosome
numbers within Cosuo no)

he showed thot on the bosis

ol these numbers the genus

A femole sheook,
Allocosuo no hurni/is, o

member ot the new genus

Alloc asuarino (obove right)'

cosuorinos, This oction token

by herborio does not
necessorily qmount io q

siomp ot opprovol, but
rother to o recogniiion thot
q pdrno focie cose hos
been mode oul. OnlY bY

intensive sludy con the
merits of a system be
properly ossessed The

nomes ot the Western
Austrolian species of
Cosuorino ond
A//ocosuorino ore glven bY

John Green in ihe 'Census of

the Vosculqr Plonts of
Western Austrolio (1985) ll is

oniicipoted thoi on
occount of .the fomily os o

whole will be oppeoring in

1989 or 
't990 in volume 3 of

the Floro of Ausirolio where

the nomes Allocosuarino
ond GYmnoslomo will be

recognised

Most of us will continue to

loosely reler to the She-ool6
os 'cosuorinos' but In
technical Publicotions il is

desiroble thot the nomes
under the segregote genero

be odopted
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It is difficult to remember o time when
our doily news did not feoture some
environmentol controversy. To people
involved in environmentol reseorch
ond monogement, the populority of
'the environment' is o mixed blessing,

Greoter public consciousness of
environmentol issues hos meont
increosed funding ond, lo some
exfent, greoter prestige. But mony
scieniists working on ecosystems qre
uncomforloble when their work is
ploced in the politicol spotlight.

The knowledge thot o scientific
observotion thot once would hove
been lucked owoy in o scientitic
journol io be reod only by o few
colleogues could become the centre-
point of o politicol controversy is
dounting.

Retoining objectivity in ony reseorch
oreo is difficult, For ihose engqged in
reseorch on the noturol environment it
is even more difficult. Unlike the phys-
icol sciences in the noturol sciences
the truih is often comoutloged by
interoctions beiween foctors which
vory over time ond spoce. When the
resulis ot this type of reseorch ore
ploced in the polilicol oreno, the
mixture is often volotile ond ihe truth o
cosuolTy,

To enoble scientists lo better seek the
truth ond communicote it, the
scientific community hos odopted
whot hos been colled "the scientific
method". The scientitic method is o
code of conduct with rigid
requirements. An offshooi of thot code
is o set of rules which scientisis must
follow, ot leost in reputoble scieniitic
journols, if they ore to hove thek
reseorch published, Unforlunotely, o
byproduct ot this is thot scientific
oriicles ore not the eosiest to reod ond
ore offen ploin boring.

Given fhot the environment hos
become o mojor politicol issue, it is
importont ihof ihose involved in lhe
debote ore fully informed. Bui scientists
ore foced wiih o dilemmo, They need
io populorise their work to reoch o
wider oudience, On the other hond,
they connot offord to lose objectivity.
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NRrrvsCnnerroNs
KenruMecrc

Nouaelle jardins, multiculturalism
or laissez-faire: which garden fashion
will you choose? Turn to page 22.

Whnt is really going on in the knni

forcst? On page 32 we take a look at
the system of conseroation reseraes
that haue been established to preserue
this awe-inspiring f or est.

SrnaNpror

Wrr-o MennoN

Do our wild maton haue a future or
toill local gourmets keep catching
them to the point of extinction?
Find out on page 4,

Reliae the euphoria of the Augusta
whale rescue on page 78,

BecrToBesrcs

With today's massioe land boom it' s
hard to imagine that the State once
couldn't giue land away fast rnough.
Nou) the gooernmmt is buying back
our aaluable conseraation areas.
See page 43,
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The Gibson Desert Nature
Reseroe corers oaer
1.8 million hectares.
It is a desolate but subtly
beautiful landscape. Read
about this unique area and
the management pr oblelns
it presents on page 48.
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One of our noturol wonders -
the beoches of Homelin Pool
(Shork Boy) consist of billions of
smoll shells.
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