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'I colled this teffible region
thot lies between the
Rowlinson Ronge ond the
nexf pemonent wofer
lhot moy eventuolly be
found to the west,
Gibson's Desert, ofter this
first white vicfim to its
horro(. I^ese were the
bilter words of the
explorer, Ernest Giles, on
6th Moy, 1874 oller
seorching unsuccessf ully
for his lost componion. In o

loier expedilion in 1876 Giles ogoin hod couse to
curse this desert, decloring thot '.,,/he region is so
desolofe fhot it is horrif/ng even lo desc be'.

The Aborigines of the Gibson Desert overcome ihe
problems of survivol by mointoining both o flexible
nomodic lifesiyle ond hoving on inlimote
knowledge of food ond woter resources. One
l\,4ontjiltjorro mon recounting his trovels prior to
Europeon contoct, listed over 50 rockholes, sooks
or cloypons he hod used. Most were iemporory
supplies, only losting o few weeks ofter roin, The
few 'permonent' woter sources were vitol refuges
during droughts, ond here fomily groups would
come together, toking the opportunity to conduct
ceremoniol business. The close interoction of these
nomods would eventuolly leod to tension os well
os exhoustion of neorby food supplies, The fomily
groups would fon out ropidiy os soon os roin fell in
the surrounding countryside.

These doys most visitors troverse the Gibson Desed
by the long ond deeply corrugoted Gunborrel
H jghwoy, trovelling from Cornegie in the west
through Worburion to Ayers Rock, On the woy
they poss .fhrough ihe Gibson Desert Noture
Reserve, which covers over L8 million hectores lt
includes most of the londform ond vegetoiion
types typical of the Gibson Desert, porticulorly vost
unduloting loieritic ploins clothed in spinifex ond
interspersed wlth thickets of mulgo. In oreos with
deep sonds, smoll spinifex covered dunes ore
frequeni.

Extensive solt-lokes ond smoll freshwoter lokes odd
to the londscope diversity, while the subdued
relief is broken by occosionol breokowoys ond low
rocky ronges. li is on oreo of subtle beouty. A
climb to o high point provides o superb visto over
the repeoting poitern of delicotely textured
spinifex plolns which controst with the dull grey of
mulgo thickets. The overriding impression is one of
spoce, of room to move.

Deseri b oodwoods n flower, o greol oiJroction for severol
specres ol nomodlc honeyeolers (opposile poge, iop)

Ro I ng sondstone h I s in the eosiern Gibson Desert Nolure
Reserue (opposite poge, be ow lefi).

A ringto led drogon slretches lol , perhops for o vlew of the
superb vsto thoi surrounds t (opposte poge, below cenlre)

Blossom of the deserJ bloodwood (opposiie poge, below.ight)

O d peiroleum exp orolion gridlnes occess some porls of the
reserve (ooove)

Thirsty coo oboh trees in Loke Gruzko (below)
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Most trovellers encounter little wildlife os they poss
through the reserve, but those who ore willing to
stop ond omble through the spinifex will be
reworded with sighiings of numerous reptiles,
especiolly colourful Militory Drogons os they roce
between spinifex hummocks.

On o worm evening, o stroll with o torch moy
result in on encounter with one of the mony
tronslucent geckoes inhobiting the spinifex ploins
or o glimpse of o hopping mouse.

lhe Glbson Deseri Noture
Resgrve is o londscqpe of
striking conirosts ond slorlllng
coloursi

Chorles Kids, o prominent
breokowoy remnont covered In
stunfed mulgo (obove).

The twlsting white-borked trunks
ofihese cooloboh trees ore
mlrrored in ihe swompy mire of
Loke Gruzko (lefi),

The monogement of o lorge noture reserve such
os the Gibson Desert is o very reol chollenge. We
siill hove much to leorn qbout its floro ond founo.
A substontiol reseorch progromme hos been
estoblishedltith the oim to provide betier
informotion for monogers. Wider explorotory trips
olso help to build our knowledge. One such
recently to the Alfred ond Morie Ronges (nomed

by Giles in honour of the Duke ond Duchess of
Edinburgh) seorched for the rore Romel's Gum
ond rock-wolloby populotions, unfortunotely
wiihout success.

Severol mommol species hove disoppeored from
the Gibson Desert in the lost 50 yeors, possibly o
consequence of chonges in fire potterns ond
predotion by foxes. Aeriol burning techniques ore
being investigoled to rdestoblish fke potterns
suitoble for these mommols, while it is hoped thot
fox control melhodology developed in the south-
west (see poge '12) 

will help control them. The
reiniroduction of locolly-exfinct mommols moy be
possible in the next few yeors, moking the Noture
Reserve even more voluoble for the protectlon of
chorocteristic Gibson Desert floro ond founo,
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It is difficult to remember o time when
our doily news did not feoture some
environmentol controversy. To people
involved in environmentol reseorch
ond monogement, the populority of
'the environment' is o mixed blessing,

Greoter public consciousness of
environmentol issues hos meont
increosed funding ond, lo some
exfent, greoter prestige. But mony
scieniists working on ecosystems qre
uncomforloble when their work is
ploced in the politicol spotlight.

The knowledge thot o scientific
observotion thot once would hove
been lucked owoy in o scientitic
journol io be reod only by o few
colleogues could become the centre-
point of o politicol controversy is
dounting.

Retoining objectivity in ony reseorch
oreo is difficult, For ihose engqged in
reseorch on the noturol environment it
is even more difficult. Unlike the phys-
icol sciences in the noturol sciences
the truih is often comoutloged by
interoctions beiween foctors which
vory over time ond spoce. When the
resulis ot this type of reseorch ore
ploced in the polilicol oreno, the
mixture is often volotile ond ihe truth o
cosuolTy,

To enoble scientists lo better seek the
truth ond communicote it, the
scientific community hos odopted
whot hos been colled "the scientific
method". The scientitic method is o
code of conduct with rigid
requirements. An offshooi of thot code
is o set of rules which scientisis must
follow, ot leost in reputoble scieniitic
journols, if they ore to hove thek
reseorch published, Unforlunotely, o
byproduct ot this is thot scientific
oriicles ore not the eosiest to reod ond
ore offen ploin boring.

Given fhot the environment hos
become o mojor politicol issue, it is
importont ihof ihose involved in lhe
debote ore fully informed. Bui scientists
ore foced wiih o dilemmo, They need
io populorise their work to reoch o
wider oudience, On the other hond,
they connot offord to lose objectivity.

Volume 4, No. 2
Summer Edition/Jonuory 1989

NRrrvsCnnerroNs
KenruMecrc

Nouaelle jardins, multiculturalism
or laissez-faire: which garden fashion
will you choose? Turn to page 22.

Whnt is really going on in the knni

forcst? On page 32 we take a look at
the system of conseroation reseraes
that haue been established to preserue
this awe-inspiring f or est.

SrnaNpror

Wrr-o MennoN

Do our wild maton haue a future or
toill local gourmets keep catching
them to the point of extinction?
Find out on page 4,

Reliae the euphoria of the Augusta
whale rescue on page 78,

BecrToBesrcs

With today's massioe land boom it' s
hard to imagine that the State once
couldn't giue land away fast rnough.
Nou) the gooernmmt is buying back
our aaluable conseraation areas.
See page 43,
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The Gibson Desert Nature
Reserue cooers oaer
1.8 million hectares.
It is a desolate but subtly
beautiful landsupe. Read
about this unique area and
the management problems
it presents on page 48,
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SIim and actiae snakes haae anerged
hungry from their uinter
hibernation. But they're not all
aenomous. See page 57 for tips on
lioing with snakes.

A SrcHrTo BrHolo

'Its pouch can hold more than its
belly can' , goes the popular rhyme.
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