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With o wry smile ond o mischievous twinkle in his
eye, sculptor Kim Perrier tells the tole of 'The Wolls'.

He poinstokingly pieced together his lounge room
wolls from stone found on his Bridgetown properiy,
Like o giont jigsow puzzle, the wolls groduolly took
shope - giving the room the cosy. rustic
otmosphere Kim wos seeking.

lmogine his horror when on elderly visitor
innocently inquired: 'When ore you going to
whitewosh the wolls?' 'When I finish poving the
poddock!' come the unspoken reply.

Kim's sense of humour frequently bubbles to the
surfoce, belying the seriousness with which he
tockles his work, And he is o noiurol in more woys
thon one. He loves the country life, hos obundoni
noturol tolent ond, these doys, uses ihot lolent to
creote reolistic sculptures of Austrolion wildlife ond
tqnoscopes,

His skill hc* not gone unnoticed. His works ore
disployed in the Notionol Gollery in Conberro
ond the Western Australion ond Northern
Territory Slote Golleries. Other pieces hove been
bought by the Whitemon Collection ond the
Christensen Foundotion Collection, both housed
in Perfh,

Conodion born Kim spends countless hours
oerched in the top floor of his studio, which is
littered with discorded sculptures ond oll monner
of ooroohernolio, lt is here, ond downstoirs in his
workshop, thot Kim emborks on his creotive
odventures.

He is on ortistic explorer, constontly seorching for
new moteriols ond innovotive techniques in o
bid to produce something different. And he hos
mode some exciting discoveries, Toke his
dolphins, for exomple: Kim hos these finely
crofted pewter onimols surging out of o brilliont
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It's time fot the popt ar Bush Babies to grow up. Now, Kim
wants to pro.luce life-size sculptrtes hooae).

These frogs haoe leapt out of Kim's imagination rathet than
a lake (right).

For this series, Kim experimented wilh on
electroplofing process troditionolly used for
jewellery, By dipptng o solid moteriol inlo on
electroforming fluid - which contoins copper,
nickel, bross, silver or gold - Kim con 'grow,

sculptures into o voriety of inleresting shopes ond
TexTures,

Such o discovery keeps his odveniurous spirit olive,'l om olwoys exploring new ovenues,' he soys. 'l

wont to use both troditionol ond new moteriols in
o woy they hove never been used before, I would
olso like to design speciol sculptures for groups or
indjviduols roising money for specific conservotion
couses.'

But, while his spirit moy be heotthy, Kim reluclonfly
odmits thot he's hod to become more
commerciol in o bid to keep wife Morie ond three
doughters olive os well, His most successful series
to dote is 'Bush Bobies' - o collection of Austrolion
onimols cost jn pewter or bronze ond weighing up
to 2kg eoch,

The onimols include the green tree frog,
echidno, on infont crocodile, kongoroo, koolo
ond brushtoiled possum, These bush dwellers ore
first meticulously corved in wox to cooture their
unique postures, movement, feotures ond
specjol chorocieristics,

Now, Kim wonis his 'Bush Bobies' to grow up. .l
would like to do life-size sculptures in bronze for
disploy in public ploces,' he soys. 'lmogine the
impoct six bronze kongoroos in full flighi would
hove on possers-by. I think it would lift people.s
oworeness of ond oppreciotion for onimols.
There is o culture in sculpture.'
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Aprerequisite for the successful

management of land and wildlife is an

understanding of the processes that drive

ecosystems, and managers who can

manipulate these processes.

In Western Australia, we are fortunate

that we have a wealth oftalent in different

government agencies, tertiary institutions

and private companies who can provide

these research and management skills.

Ofcourse, obtaining a perfect

understanding ofecosystems and ways to

manage them brings to mind thefrogwho

wants to reach a creek,but can only jump

halfthe distance every time.

But it is not the complexities of

understanding or managing ecosystems

which provide the greatest difficulty.

Social and political factors are far more

difficult to accommodate.

All the scientific and managerial skills in

the world are worth nothing if the

community and, often more importantly,

selected constituencies within the

community do not support the

management strategies.

Unfortunately, there is often an inverse

relationshipbetween a scientist's or

manager'sskills inhis profession and his

capacity to handle social and political

factorE in the community. This is not

surprising, since most scientists and

managers have received litt le training in

basic communication skills, let alone

community politics.

CALM is attempting to address this

problem in a variety ofways. But the

people who should know themost about

how to obtain community support for

public land management strategies are the

pu.blic- Landscope teaders are an

important and influential constituency. If

youhave thoughts onthis issue we would

like to hear from vou.
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what osterlingideo! A neu
management pldn for CALM's
South Coast Region - page 28 .

Ar e inse c t s gr adually eat in I awav
our jarrahforests?
Turtl to page 18 .

What liesbe eath the rtateE of
Mamion Marine Park? See W8e 25.

A rose by a y other na1ne...
Does its nome detract from the
beauty of the connon eggfly
(H,.polimnas bolina)?
Photograph - Iiri Lochman
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