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A prerequisite for the successful

management of land and wildlifeis an

understanding ofthe processes that drive

ecosystems, and managers who can

manipulate these processes.

InWestern Australia, we are fortunate

that wehave a wealth oftalent in different

government agencies, tertiary institutions

and private companies who can provide

these research and management skills.

Of course, obtaining a perfect

understanding of ecosystems and ways to

manage thembrings to mind thefrogwho

wants to reach a creek, but can only jump

half the distance every time.

But it is not the complexities of

understanding or rnana ging ecosystems

which provide the Breatest difficulty.

Social and political factors are far more

dif f icult to accommodate.

All thescientific and managerial skillsin

the world are worth nothing if the

community and, often more importantly,

selected constituencies within the

communitydo notsupportthe

management strategies.

Unfortunately, there is often an inverse

relationship between a scientist's or

manager's skills in his professionand his

capacity to handle social and political

factors in the community. This is not

surprising, since most scientists and

managets have received litt le training in

basiccommunicationskil ls,letalone

community politics.

CALM isattempting to address this

problem in a variety ofways. But the

peoplewho should know the most about

how toobtain community support for

public land management strategies are the

public. Landscope readers are an

important and infl uential constituency. If

you have thoughts on this issue we would

like to hear from you.

what a stetlingidea! Anew
management plan for CALM's
So11th Coast Region - page 28 .

At e inse c t s gradually ea t in I away
our jarrahforests?
Turtl to page 18 .

What lies beneath the waters of
Marmion Marine Park? See Wge25.

A rose by any other narfie. ..
Does its nome detruct lrom the
beauty ol the cotnnofl eggfly
(Hypolimnasbolina)?
Photoyaph - Iiti Lochnan
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