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P R O P O S E D  C H A N G E S

As well as addressing these and
other management issues, the draft
South Coast Regional Plan also
proposes some changes to the
existing reserve system. This
system includes major national
parks such as Cape Arid, Cape Le
Grand, Fitzgerald River, Stirling
Range and Torndirrup and nature
reserves such as Nuytsland (which
runs along the Great Australian
Bight), Dundas (near Norseman)
and Two Peoples Bay, which is
home to the Noisy Scrub Bird.

In some areas, national parks and
nature reserves share a common
boundary which bears no relation
to landform or land use. An
obvious example is the boundary

between Cape Arid National Park
and the Nuytsland Nature Reserve.
The draft plan suggests that the
two areas be amalgamated into one
national park.

A change of purpose has been
suggested for other areas, such as
the Frank Hann National Park.
This, according to the drdft plar.
would be more appropriate as a
nature reserve due to its low
potential for recreational use.

The plan also recommends that
some new areas, such as the Gull
Rock area near Albany, be added to
the region's reserves network. This
area is already a Class 'A' National
Park (unvested).

R E S E A R C H
A C T I V I T I E S

Staff from CALM, other

Bovernment departments and
research institutions, along with
volunteers and academics, are
undertaking research in the South
Coast Region. The draft plan
provides a brief overview of this
research, which includes social
research (archaeological, historical
and visitor surveys), ecosystem
studies (including research into
specific species such as the Ground
Parrot or groups of species such as
banksias), silviculture research (tree
establishment and growth), and fire
research (impact upon species and
technical research to improve the
techniques used in control burns).
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Surland spray - tlrc rugged consLline of FiLzgerald Riacr Nstionol pnrk (belott,).
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A prerequisite for the successful
management of land and wildlife is an
understanding of the processes that drive
ecosystems, and managers who can
manipulate these processes.

In Western Australia, we are fortunate
that we have a wealth oftalent in different

Sovernment agencies, tertiary institutions
and private companies who can provide
these research and management skills.

Ofcourse, obtaining a perfect
understandingof ecosystemsand waysto
manage them brings tomind thefrogwho
wants to reach a creek,but can only jump

halfthe distance every time.

But it is not the complexities of
understanding or managing ecosystems
which provide the greatest difficulty.

Social and political factors are far more
dif fi cult to accommodate.

All thescientific and managerial skillsin
the world are worth nothing if the
community and, often more importantly,
selected constituencies within the
community donot supportthe
management strategies.

Unfortunately, there is often an inverse
relationship between a scientist's or
manager's skills in his profession and his
capacitytohandlesocialandpolitical
factors in the community. This is not
surprising, since most scientists and
managers have received little training in
basic communication skills, let alone
community politics.

CALM is attempting to address this
problem in a varietyofways. But the
people who should know the most about
how to obtain community support for
public land management strategies are the
public. Landscopereaders are an
important and influential constituency. If
you havethoughts onthis issue we would
like to hear from you.

What a sterling idea! A neu
nanageme t pla for CALM'I
So11th Coast Region - page 28 .

Are insects gradually eatingawoy
our jarrahforests?
Turn topage 18.

What lies beneath the uaters of
Marmion Marine Park? See Wge 25.

A rose W any other name ...
Does it s n ame detr ac t fron the
beauty of the comtnon eggfly
(Hypolimnas bolina)?
Photograph - liri Lochman
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