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At certoin times of the
yeor, lorge numbers of
humpbock wholes
(Megopterc
novoeonglloe> poss
through Mormlon
Morine Pork on their
onnuol mlgroiion to
polor feeding grounds.

Recently. Morlne Pork Monoger Greg Pobor, ond
Ronger Rick Allison, on poirol olong the western
boundory of the Pork, were reworded with o
mognificent disploy from these 3&40 tonne monsters
of the deeo.

Somelimes onlv o few feei from the vessel, the wholes,
blowing bubbles, would surfoce. showerlng the crew
with their sproy plume, only io dive ond surfoce further
ofleld, breoching ond folling, sploshing ond toiling,
rolling, scooping, finning or bursting out iogeiher in
greqt bockword somersoults os if for a gronde finole.

The followlng Ooy,, Greg ond Supervising Wildllfe Offlcer
Doug Coughron, spotted slx humpbocks whlle on reef
potrol.
"We could see them miles owoy lounching themselves
out of ihe woier; they'd go strolght up llke rockets,"
soid Greg.

They moved iowords ihe wholes for o closer view,

In line with the notionol whole wotching guidelines, the
boot wos kept ot leost l00m from the pod, but the
wholes' curiosity soon overcame them ond fhey
moved towords the boot to continue their ontics.

Greg ond Doug joined the wholes in the woter for over
on hour.
"We were oble to get some fail fluke photos which will
be useful for reseorch," soid Doug.
"Wholes con be ldentlfled by their toil flukes, os eoch
one is ditferenf. The photos were sent io the W.A,
Museum ond the Greot Borrier Reef Morine Pork
Authority."

However, jumping in fhe woter with the giont mqmmols
ls not recommended. The wholes ore so huge thot they

loon be qulie dongerous lf they become upset.
"lt wos quite frighiening ot tirst," soid Greg,
"You hove to know whoi you're doing. lf the wholes
hod shown ony sign of oggressive behoviour, such os
toil flopping ond flipper-slopplng, we would hove left
the oreo immediotely.
"Unforiunotely, mony people belleve this behoviour
meons thot they ore ploying."

Will thev measure up?
Greg and Doug are
dwarfed by a huge
humpback whale hbwe).

Three of the six humpback
whales recently spotted in
the Marmion Marine Park
ait).

Photognphs by Stephanie Powe

However, ihe wholes seemed to welcome ihese
intruders Into thelr world. At times they rolled their
fliooers ond ioils over the divers, ond flooted foce to "

foce eFmining them,
'Belng In the woter with the onimols wos so owe-
Inspiring thof our notural feor was forgotten," sold
Greg.

Few people reolise thot lhere ore notionol whole
wotchlng guidellnes:

+ Boots should ooorooch wholes from o direction
porollel ond lo the reor ot them,

+ They should stoy ot leost 100 m owoy from ihe
wholes, lf they opprooch any closer, engines con
be put into neutrol ond the wholes allowed to
come to the boot ot ihelr own occord,

+ Alwoys ovoid sudden or repeoied chonges in
direction or speed ond, when withln 300 m.
move no foster thon ihe slowest whole,

+ Abondon contoct with the wholes ot ony sign of
fhem becoming disturbed,

So, if you ore lucky enough lo meei ony of these gentle
creolures, moke sure you obide by the guidellnes ond
keeo onv disturbonce to o minimum.

JJ
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A prerequisite for the successful
managementof land and wildlifeis an
understanding of the processes that drive
ecosystems, and managers who can
manipulate these processes.

In Western Australia, we are fortunate
that we have a wealth of talent in different
government aBencies, tertiary institutions
and private companies who can provide
these research and management skills.

Ofcourse, obtaining a perfect
understandingof ecosystemsand waysto
manage thembrings to mind thefrogwho
wants to reach a creek, but can only jump

halfthe distance every time.

But it is not the complexities of
understanding or managing ecosystdms
which provide the greatest difficulty.

Social and political factors are far more
difficult to accommodate.

Allthe scientific and managerial skillsin
the $/orld are worthnothing ifthe
community and, often more importantly,
selected constituencies within the
community do not support the
management strategies.

Unfortunately, there is often an inverse
, relationship between a scientist's or

manager's skills in his profession and his
capacity to handle social and political
factors in the community. This is not
surprising, since most scientists and
managers have received little training in
basiccommunicationskills,letalone
community politics.

CALM is attempting to address this
problem in a variety ofways. But the
peoplewho should know the most about
how to obtain community support for
public land management strategies are the
public. Landscope readers are an
important and influential constituency. If
you have thoughtson this issuewewould
like to hear from you.

Are insects gradually eating auav
our jarrahforests?
Turn topage 1,8.

What liesbe eath the uaterc of
Mannion Marine Park? See W8e25.

A rose b! aflV other nafie. ..
Does its name detract from the
beauty ol the cornnoll eggfly
(Hypolimnasbolina)?
Photograph - Iiri Lochnan
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rNhat a sterling idea! Anew
nanagenent plan for CALM's
South Coast Region - page 2I .




