
Crocodile slips inlo Pilboto Porl

People could be forgiven for being o little scepiicol
obout o report of o three-metre estuorine or soltwoter
crocodile (Crocodylus potosus) being seen ot Port
Hedlond in July 1987.

Alter qll, soltwoter crocodiles, which grow up to seven
or eight metres in length, ore not normolly found south
of Broome, They need the worm Kimberley condiiions
to survive. Breeding in freshwoter swomps odjacent to
rivers ond tributories is triggered by the regulor
Kimberley summer roinfoll.

Although onecdotes suggest thot soltwoter crocodiles
moy have once existed in smoll numbers in the Pilboro,
there is no firm evidence of this,

Port Hedlond is over 500 km from Broome os the
crocodile swims, The vost open spqces of the Eighty
Mile Beoch (which is octuolly 200 km long), ond the
limited omount of mongroves, discouroges southern
egress by soltwoler crocodiles,

However, the species is renowned for ils occqsionol
long distonce movements. Perhops the Port Hedlond
crocodile wos o stroggler which found the tidol creeks
oround the Pilboro town suitoble for survivol. Another
iheory wos thot it could hove been dumped,

The two men who reported the crocodile to the Police
were token seriously, os both hod hod experience of
crocodiles in the wild, ond the Minister for Conservotion
ond Lond Monogement issued o crocodile worning io
residents ond tourists in the oreo

The horbour. the tidol creeks belween Redbonk ond
Finucone lslond, ond the mouth of the Turner River ore
populor for swimming, skiing. booting, fishing ond
crobbing. These locotions hove substontiol mongrove
oreos. but CALM's initiol invesiigoiions fojled to find ony
sign of o crocodile.

Some weeks loter, ofier seorching by bool ond
checking ihe creek bonks from the shore, Wildlife
Officers Kevin Morsholl ond Mike Osborn spotted o
typicol crocodile mud slide. lt indicoted thot the
onimol wos from 2,4 to 3 meires long; lorge enough to
pose o threoi to the public. A bog of fish, set os o lure,
hod olso been ottocked.

A crocodile trqp wos hostily sent from Broome ond set
in Stingroy Creek, Other trops were built ond set in
ctr^+a^i^ l^^^ti.r^c

For weeks, oeriol. boot ond foot potrols were
conducted ot low tide io monitor the trops. Night
potrols were olso mode by boot, using o spotlight io
check the mongroves tor the elusive crocodile, More
wornings were issued, os CALM wos otroid ihot people
would become complocent.

A yeor loter. the crocodile wos still ot lorge. Pilboro
Wlldlife Otficer Allon Shields continued helicopter ond
boot potrols wlthout success, lt seemed likely ihot the
crocodlle roomed o lorge oreo
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The door's oven but nobodu's home. When will Port Hedland's
problem croiodile take the bait? (abooe).

ln October 1988. it wos spoited neor Finucone lslond
ond ihe following month o sixth sighting wos mode
neor the De Grey River, some distonce ffom Port
Hedlond.

Operotions Officer Wolly Edgecombe led on
expedition from Korrotho to Port Hedlond to seqrch
the woterwoys by vehicle, boot, helicopter ond toof,
but the crocodile ogoin proved elusive,

Wornings hove been repeoted ond the Port Hedlond
people osked to report ony sightings, They hove been
odvised to toke core in crocodile oreos.

This situotion shows thot it is not olwovs possible to
resolve o wildlife problem. We musl respect the
Auslrolion environment in oll its focets ond, in mony
coses, leorn to live wifh it,

Unusuol events such os the orrivol of the Port Hedlond
crocodile moy occur from time to 1ime. A crocodile
wos recenlly spotted by o helicopter pilot servicing
on oil plotform off the Onslow coost, lt could be the
Port Hedlond crocodile or onother stroggler which
hos moved south.

Dovid Mell

+ B O O K R E V I E W +

For years, W.A. has been under attack. Foreign armies
relentlessly invade our shores and infiltrate our agrioltural
regions, wreaking havoc as they go. And, despite being
unarmed, they have proven to be formidable opponents.

This 'eneiny' is foreign insect species and the ongoing battle
to control them is the focus of a new book by former
Govemment entomologist Clee Jenkins.
In 'The Wanderings of an Entomologis(, Mr ,enkins
outlines the history of agricultural entomology in W.A. and
takes a look at the many pests which came into the State as
a result of poor quarantine controls. He also discusses the
need for strict controls in the future to keep out pests which
could become a serious threat.

The final chapter is devoted to Mr Jenkins recollections of
his wanderings as an entomologist.

The book sells for $10.35 at the University of W.A. bookshop.
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What a sterling idea! Anew
managernent plan for CALM's
South Coast Region - page 28.

Are insects graduall! eating away
our jarrah lorests?
Turn topage18,

What lies beneath the wateft of
Marmion Marine Pork? See Wge 25.

Arose by any other name...
Does its name detract lrorfi the
beauty of the conmon eggfly
(Hypolimnasbolina)?
Photograph - liri Lochman
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A prerequisite for the successful

management of land and wildlife is an

understanding ofthe processes that drive

ecosystems, and managers who can

manipulate these processes.

In Western Australia, we are fortunare

that wehave a wealth of talent in different

government agencies, tertiary institutions

and private companies who can provide

these research and management skills.

Ofcourse, obtaining a perfect

understanding ofecosystems and ways to

manage thembrings to mind the frog who

wants to redch a creek, but can only iump
half the distance every time.

But it is not the complexities of

understanding or managing ecosystdms

which provide the greatest difficulty.

Socialand political factors are far more

dif ficult to accommodate.

All the scientific and rnanagerial skillsin

the world are worihnothing if the

community and, often more importantly,

selected constituencies within the

community do not support the

management strategies.

Unfortunately, there is often an inverse

relationship between a scientist's or

manager's skills in his profession and his

capacity to handle social and political

factors in the community. This is not

surprising, since most scientists and

managers have received litt le training in

basiccommunicationskil ls,letalone

community politics.

CALM isattempting to address this
problem in a variety ofways. But the

people who should know the most about

how to obtain community support for

public land management strategies are the

public. Landscope readers are an

important and influential constituency. If

youhave thoughtson thisissue we would

like to hear from you.
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