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THE PRICE

each year. But popularity has a
price: with more visitors comes an
increasing risk of environmental
damage. Careful management is
the key to preserving the parks and
satisfying the public's demand for
recreation areas. CALM is

confident that a new Parks
Improvement Program - a $5 million
funding package to be spent in the
next three years - will help to
provide this management. CALM'S
Director of National Parks Cftns
-Elayzes discusses the program.

OF
POPULARITY

A myriad of images of rugged
.I\ horizons, coastal gorges,
serene beaches, towering forests,
camping and challenge spring to
mind at the mention of national
parks. Not surprisingly, a growing
number of people visit these areas
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In the past, most national parks

$'ere remote from urban aleas ancl

clicl not come under intensc visitor

prcssure. Families travelled grcat

distances ovcr rugged roads ancl

tracks to Visit a faVor-lrite camping,

fishing or picnic spot. Even parks

close to Pcrth, such as Serpentinc
Falls and Yanchep, were rveekend

excursion dcstinations. Visitor

numbers were relativelv stable and

human activity was catered for by

relativcly modest works programs.

Hcxvever, once rernotc and

scasonally inaccessible parks such

as Geikie Gorge, Cape Range or

Cape Arid have now become
popular "cliscovery" destinations.
Parks which were quite recently

only visitcd on long weekends are

now targeted for day trips. A rapid

inrprovement in road systems in

the 1980s has triggered a

corrcsponding growth in visitor
numbers.
For  erample,42,000 people v is i ted
Nambung Nal iunal  lark  in  1q85.
Two years latcr, numbers had riser.r
to an estimated 105,000 - largely in
response to road improvements
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importantly, by the health of the
natural resource which is

;::i".'::: ;:i:',Tff 1l;: :i: I Jl;
for public enjoyment and
inspiration.

As well as being properly
protected, parks also need
reiuvenating from time to time.
There is a need for upgraded
facilities, innovative plans, new
walk trails and information

systems. Facilities and staff which
were adequate in the 1960s cannot
cope with current demands.

The $5 million parks improvement
program, which commenced in
1988, is evidence that this problem
has been recognised. The three-year
program will improve
environmental management and
upgrade amenities and services
including information and
education, parking, toilets, roads

and walk trails. A further $500,000
each year will pay for extra field
staff, who will speed up
development of management plans
and make 'on the ground'
lmprovements.

This program is a major step
toward ensuring that our national
parks can be enjoyed by people
today and preserved for the
generations of tomorrow.

39



LANDSCOPE
VOLUME4NO3AUTUMN EDITION 1989

F I R E W O O D .  T H E  B U R N I N G
I S S U E
BY STEVE SLAVIN

K A R R I  F O R  K  E E P S
BY ROGER UNOERWOOD E BARNEY WHITE

O U T  O N  A  L  I M B
BY IAN ABBOfi

A U T U M N  C O L O U R S
BY ROGER UNDERWOOD

D I V E R ' S  D I A R Y
BY GREG POBAR

J E W E L  O F  T H E  S O U T H
BY JOHN WATSON

T H E  P R I C E  O F  P O P U L A R I T Y
BY CHRIS HAYNES

I N  S E A R C H  0 F , , .
BY BERT & BABS WELTS AND BRIAN HAY

I T ' S  A  . . .  D O L P H I N  I
BY ROSELYNN LANG

S W E E T  R E T R E A T
BY CAROLYN THOMSON & KIM WILLIAMS

P I E C I N G  T O G E T H E R  T H E
R E M N A N T S
SY KEVIN KENNEALLY & NORM MCKENZIE

PO RT FOL IO KIM PERRIER

U R B A N  ) A Q t c s
B U S H  T E L E G R A P H

E N D A N G E R E D  T H E  L E S S E R  N o D D Y

L E T T E R S

P H O T O  C O M P E T I T I O N

A prerequisite for the successful

management of land and wildlifeis an

understanding of the processes that drive

ecosystems, and managers who can

manipulate these processes.

In Western Australia, we are fortunate

that we have a wealth of talent in different

government agencies, tertiary institutions

and private companies who can provide

these research and management skills.

Ofcourse, obtaining a perfect

understanding ofecosystems and ways to

manage them brings tomind thefrogwho

wants to reach a creek, but can only jump

halfthe distance every time.

But it is not the complexities of

understanding or managing ecosystems

which provide the greatest dif f iculty.

Social and political factors are far more

difficult to accommodate.

Allthe scientific and managerial skills in

the world are worth nothing if the

community and, often more importantly,

selected constituencies within the

community do not support the

management strategies.

Unfortunately, there is often an inverse

relationship between a scientist's or

manager's skills in his professionand his

capacity to handle social and political

factors inthe community. This is not

surprising, since most scientists and

managers have received litt le training in

basic communication skills, let alone

communitypolitics.

CALM isattempting toaddress this

problem in a variety ofways. But ihe

people who should know the mostabout

how toobtain community support for

public land management strategies are the

public. Landscope readers are an

important and infl uential constituency. If

you have thoughts on this issue we would

like to hear from you.

Are in\ects gadually eating away
our jarrah forests?
Tutn topage18.

What lies beneath the &.aters of
Marmion Mn ne Bark? See Wge 25 .

A rose by a y other fi afie...
Doesits ame detloct lrom the
beauty of the contno eggfly
(Hypolimnas bolina)?
Photograph - liri Lochmon
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Wat a sterling idea ! Anew
fianagement plan for CALM's
South Coost Region - page 28 .




