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l,i HE demand for drugs, coupled wrth
}t the Covemment crackdo\ln on their

use, has led to the use of remote,
hidden areas for cultivating illegaldrugs
such as marijuana (Cdnnabis satiua).

Marijuana growing in State forest
is a relatively common phenomena

rnJ  on  your  nex l  t r ip  hushrva lk in ; -
you could quite easily stumble across
a ferv plants.

Marijuana is a strong smelling,
herbaieous, bushy planl. with branch(!
clusters.rl f lowers, Jnd male rnJ femal<
flowers horne on svptrate pli lnls. Th(
leaves and flowers have been used as a
narcotic for about 5000 years.

Mar i juana is  one o i  lh r  o lL les '

cultivaieJ pli lnts knorln to hum;,nkinJ
S in i r  e r r [  t imr :  the  f ib rnus  s tems
have been used to make canvas and
rope, and the seeds were used to make oil
and even tablets to feed to l ivestock.

The plant also has hallucinogenrc
properties and has spawned a host of
youth subcultures and even religious
movements.

According to Detective Sergeant Ro)'
Gascoigne ofthe Drug Squad, marijuana
gro\\ ' ing in State forest is very common,
although most sites are usually small
and very scattered.

However, he said some large
plantations had been found in State forest
around Manjimup and Walpole, including
one discovered about eight years ago by
m<mhers oi the \rmy Rtserve on rxercise.

Larger plantations are u,ell organised.
Sprinkler systems are set up to satisfy
lhe plants'need for large amounts ot
rrater, fertilisers are brought in and crops

are fenced offto protect them from griving

animals.
Groners are even prepared to camp

beside their lucrative plantations for ihe
turo months or so necessary lor the crop
to reach maturity.

However, penalties are severe. Those
caught cultivating Car?ndbl:s \\'ith intent
to sell or supply face imprisonment ior
up to 10 1,ears and a S20 000 fine.

Detective Sergeant Clascoigne said
that if a member of the public was
bushrvalking and came across a marijuana
site the1, should report it to the local

This small marijuana plantation in
i a nature reserve, \!ith a stre€t-value
I of thousands of dollars, was found
by the Police, but many more go "

undetected.
Photo-Courtesy of the W.A. Police v

po l i ce .  espec ia l l y  i f  there  uere  s igns
of  camping ,  uh ich  cou ld  ind ica te  a
commercial operaliol-1.

Nu m; l l ( r  r 'h<r .  n  a ' t j t t in l  ' '

found, once the Police have located a
crop and apprehended gro\lers the
I)epartment of Consenation and Land
Management, through it s Herbarium.
pla-'-s an inrportant role. if char$es
are laid and the plea is not guilt,\ a
botanist from the Ilerbariunl nlust
confirm that the species is indeed
Cannabis saliN.

' l 'he Herbarium averages iour
identifications a i|eek. If the plantation
is large a bolanist must go out irto
the field and take samples lhat u'i l l  be
used as evidence.

In late 19EE, ior example, a large
plantation u,as fr.rund in State lorest

near Lake lluir.,\hout 2000 Cunnabis
plants \!ere gro\ring in beds up the side
of a sloping valley'. fenced in h1' pea

netting.
I)utl,Botanisl Sue Patrick from the

Herbarium said that crops gro\'-n in Slate
forest or nature reserves \!ere a tl lreat to
native vegetation.

' 'People u'ho grou marijuana in these
areas bring in trucks and lerti l iser and
cause a fair amount of disturban..,
including clearing, u'hich could introduce
and spread ueeds and dieback disease
Ho\\,ever, marijuana is r,rnlikel,v to gro$'

bv itself in the forest. as it needs a lot ol
u'ater. 

'  she said
The trouble is, plantations are hard

lo JeL(it sn. as lunA.i) mafl uirf i r(miins
a lucrative conmoditv, such illegalactivily
in State forest looks set io continue.
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Eflluent disposal ponds from
industry disfigure an idgllic slrip of
coostal land. Bul resloralion uork
and a neu conseruation park are
planned for the Leschenault
Peninsu Ia, near B un b ur g.
Tum to p.8.

Wood that uas once onla suitable
for lirewood can noa be used to
make high grade fumiture.
Find out how on p.24.

With spring approaching, the bush
bec kons... bu t u i t hou t pr op er
plonning gour ualk could tum to
disaster. See p.40.

A spectacular landscape, uith an
astounding arag ofplants and
animals lies inland from Jurien
Bag. Read about the Mt Lesueur
area on p.28.

A population explosion of coral-
eating snoils thrcatens the unique
reefs of Ningaloo Marine Park.
Hou does CALM plon to counter
their attack? See p.14.

In W.A.'s far north, Aboriginal
langerc uith ties to lond now in
nationol pa*s drou on the
troditional uisdom of their people
for use in Park management.
Photo-Robert Caneg
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