
Kings Park is ablaze with colour this spring. The
fire that tore through the natural bushland
earlier this year has given rise to the one of the
best wildflower seasons the Park has ever had.
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I Above: zamia palm (Macrozamia riedlei).
I Photo - Michael Morcombe <
I Shoots from sheoak (Allocosuarina

fraseriana).
Photo - Gerhardt Fr€udenthallera
lng orchid (Pterostylis recuraa);
and donkey orchid (Durrs longifolia).
Photos - Andrew Brown >

flower in greater profusion and some
will only flower this season because of
the fire. The absence of dense scrub also
makes the diminutive species such as
the flying duck and hare orchids much
easier to spot.

Some species have already flowered
and finished. In early September, the
hare orchid, white bunny and banded
greenhood contained large ripe seed
capsules ready to burst. By mid-
September, large areas of the bush were
dotted with blazes of yellow when the
cowslip orchid burst into full bloom. In
a contrast of colour and form, the red
beaks were in fullflower. This is quite an
event, as in unburnt bush they are seen
onb as large oval leaves, commonly called
elephant ears.

lBelow: Parakeelya ( Calandrinia
I balonensis);
I Swan River myrtle (Hgpocalymma
robustwn).
Photos - Michael Morcombev

REGENERATION

About a month after the Kings Park
fire, zamia palm leaves began to unfurl
and blackboys started to reEirow. New
growth began to shoot from the trunks
and branches of the bankias, eucalypts
and sheoaks. Resprouting shrubs such
as blueboy and pixie mops burstinto new
growth, fiom lignotubers protected by
the soil. Many of the other species with
stored food reserves intheirtubers such
as orchids and milkmaids or rhizomes
(such as flax lily), start growing well
before winter.

Because of the disappointing early
winter rains of 1989, few seedlings
germinated before mid-July, except for
running postman. However, after this
time, parrotbush, l/a*ed prostrata and
kangaroo paw seedlings filled open areas
left by dead trees and shrubs, although
some ashbedswere still bare. Temporary
plants such as parakeelya, slender lobelia
and button creeper took advantage of
the open conditions and extra nutrients
from the ashbeds. These species may
only be seen for one or two years after a
bushfire, before they are shaded by
perennial plants.

In August, the rcd and green kangaroo
paws, swan river myrtle and several other
shrubs began to flower on their new
growth. Many others will flower in
profusion because of the removal of the
surrounding competition, whilst the red
ink sundew, several species of orchids
and blackboys are stimulated into
flowering because of the production of
ethylene gas during the fire.

In fact, Kings Park is shaping up to
have one of the best rntive orchid displays
on record. TVventy-nine species are known
to occur in the Park. Many of these will

By this time, the sweet fragrance of
the tall leek orchid wirs noticeable,
although the spikes of theblackor green
flowers lookso much like the blackened
remains of shrubs that they are often
difiicult to tell apart from a distance.
Many other orchicls, including the brigfitly
coloured pansy donkey, dainty pink fairy,
king spider, bird and blue lady add a
touch of colour and beauty to the othenvrse
dnb spaces between regenerating shrubs
and trees.

The fire did cause many problems.
There are many dead trees, some weed
species have invaded the bush and the
cost of conholling the fire was enormous.
It will probably be many years before
tree smokebush and other woodv
reseeders flower in the burnt areas.
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Perth people uere deaastated uhen a
fire tore through theii fauourite
bushland retrmt. But, aith Spring,
new life and colour is retuming.
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Rottnest isn't the onlg unspoilt island
on Perth's doorsteD- uhat about
Pmguin, Garden, Seal ond Camac
Islands? Theg are steeped in hktory
and prouide a hauen for some unique
wildlife.

Jarrah dieback- the word strikes fear
into ong fofester's heart- but research
is fueuing the ftght against the killer
fungus.
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What's neu in Kings Park this spring?
Mist, Susan Tiwag, mul^Cn't r6ist this rrugnificent
collection of sping orchids. From left- cowslip
orchid (Caladenia flava), jug o/cftrd (Pterostylis
rcuwa), King spider orchid (Caladeniahuegelii),
donkeg orchid (Diuris longifolia/, rabbit orchid
(Caladenia menziesii, and pink fairy orchid
lCaladenia latifolial.
Back Coaer: Stimson's pgthon (Morelia stimsoni)
Photo-Jii Lochman
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Algae has clogged the estuaies neai
Mandurah, killirw frsh and creating
egesore, What is the solution?

ut'toscore 3




