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crew jokes about the sense of sailing -
and why not? My arms could do with a
rest. Soon we've rigged up a spinnaker
by lacing the tent flys and rafting the
three boats together, using paddles as
spars with steering oars at the back.

We make good speed but can only
travel downwind, which suits us for the
moment, Canoeing was never meant to
be so easy and we pay for it as we separate
to paddle acrosswind to our campsite on
the leeward side.

One canoe fills and sink. The buoy-
ancy tank keep it offthe bottom and the
watertight drums bob about. The wet,
bedraggled crew liather their chattels
and flop back into the rescued boat.

The murlg bottom slowly gives way
to shallows. We have to get out and pull
our canoes over the last 500 metres to
shore. After unpacking for the ni€tht's
camp, one canoeistpulls outa fishing rig
and paddles offtocatch a tasty morsel or
two.

As the wind drops, the settinE sun
silhouettes karri tops on the far knolls.
Ospreys have been known to nest there,
but we haven't seen any soaring overhead
or fishing yet.

That night I tell the story ofPreston,
an early explorerwho sailed by this coast
150 or so years aEo in a flat-bottomed
whaleboat that had oars and a small sail,
but like ours, too little freeboard. His
party was forced to land at Point
D'Entrecasteaux in seas so healy they
couldn't get offagain. They finished the
voyage on foot, walking all the way to the
mouth of the Murray River - now
Mandurah. It makes our capsize today
seem insignificant.

Another day dawns. We all sit
expectantly around the billy, still tucked
inside our sleeping bags. After a leisurely
breaKast, people head off to the inlet
mouth for a body surf, paddle offto catch
herring for the pan or stroll across the
dunes to the Southern Ocean less than a
kilometre away. No one is in a hurry, as
this is our last day.

Packed up, we head across the inlet
towards the mouth of the Frankland
River. My arms andshoulders have a dull
ache as the strokes can only be varied by
changing sides and not rhythm.

The paddle upstream is easy, but hot,
as the sun climbs higher and the seabreeze
refrrses to come in. One paddler abandons
ship to cool offand we all stop for aswim.

We negotiate the last
broad river bends in silence
as each person soaks up the

tnnquility of this beautiful national park.
Paperbarks give way to karri forest and
the river again tums to a deep satin

brown, stained by the tannins ofrotting
Ieaves and bark.

At journey's end canoes are tied on
roofracks, clothing bundled into the
boot...another memorable paddle on the
rivers and estuaries oftheSouth-West is
oveI.

There will be many other trips on
watery trails that gurgle and swirl as the
paddle dips in and out....
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whitewater) are a must, and you should
be able to swim confidently.

Always allow for a change inweather
and dress accordingly. It doesn't take
much wind or cold water to chil l - the
result can be hypothermia. Pack plenty
of water too, dehydration is another killer.

Some of the most paddled rivers
suitable for novice canoeists in the South-
West are the Swan, Murray, Warren and
Blackwood.

The Swan stretches 12.8 km fr<-rm
the Upper Swan Bridge to Middle Swan
Bridge near Creat Northern Highway. It
can be paddled in a day.

The Murray River l ies south ofPerth,
emptying into the Peel Inlet. The lower
Murray can be paddled in two to three
days, covering 40.6 km. Overnight
camping facil i t ies are available.

The Warren is a picturesque river
starting from the South Westem Highway
amongst karri forest, ending near
Pemberton intheWarrenNational Park.
Excellent campsites exist along the river
banks. The 45.7 km trip can be paddled
in two to three days.

The Blackwood River is the largest in
the South-West. A good canoeing section,
nearly 46 km long, winds from Blackwood
Bridge at Nannup to Darradup Bridge
near Augusta.

Maps on these rivers are available
from the Department of Sport and
Recreation, but it is advisable to double
check with the local Department of
Conservation and Land Management
(CALM) office before finalising
arrangements. Roads shown on maps
can betemporarily closed or impassable.

Perth has four canoe clubs affiliated
with the Amateur Canoe Association of
WA (ACAWA): Swan Canoe Club, Ascot
Kayak Club, the University Canoe Club,
Darling Range and Tertiary Education
Canoe Club. e
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For furt her information
contact ACAWA
c/o Multisport Offrce,

PO Box 28 Wembleg 6014,
telephone 387 5756.
Canoe toufi can be booked at the
WATourist Centreat 772 Hag St,
Perth or bg telephoning 322 2999.
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Rottnest isn't the onlu unspoilt island
on Perth's doorstep- uhat about
Pmguin, Garden, Seal and Camac
Islands? They are steeped in history
and prouifu a haaen for some unique
wildlife.

Jarrah dieback- the word strikes fear
into ang foresler's heart- but research
k fuelliw the light agairut the killer
fungus.
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Perth people were deaastated uhen a
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new life and colour is letuming.

\
Algae has clogged the estuaries near
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Wat's na, in Kings Park thb spring?
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eyxore- \lhat is the solution?
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