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-AURORA AUSTRALIS
THE SOUTHERN LIGHTS

A phenomenon rarely seen
in Western Australia has been
visible this year.

The biggest display of the
Aurora Australit or the southem
lights, occurred over three
nights in mid-March, with
another strong showing in
October.

It appears as a pinl! green
orwhite glow in the southern
sky and can change to blood
red if conditions are right.

Stars are visible through
the glow, and there are often
vertical white streaks, known
to astronomers as "curtains",

that move along the southern
horizon from west to east, or
east to west.

The aurora can be confused
with the glow in the sky of a
distant bushfire.

The phenomenon is caused
by activity on the sun. 5olar
flares (which cause sunspots)
eject streams of charged
particles which the earth
sometimes runs into as it moves
in its orbit around the sun.

The particles excite the
gases in the upper atmosphere,
which glow in the same way
as a fluorescent tube does lvfien
an electric current is passed
through it.

The curtaining effect is
caused by particles being
channelled into the lines of
the earth's magnetic field.

Most of the activity occurs
around the earth's magnetic
poles and is best seen from
arodnd the North and South
Poles, but in times of strong
solar activity the aurorae are
visible from regions well away
from the poles.

The sun is presently
approaching a period of
maximum activity as part of
its 1 1 yearcycle. ltwill peak in
lune 1990 but the level is
alreadyabove that of the peak
ot"1979.

The increased number of
so lar  f lares a lso cause
interference with radio
transmissions around the
world.

Aurorae are difficult to
predict. They usually occur
within two days of a solar
disturbance, but the effects
are not visible from all locations.

Because of the high level
of solar activity at present it is
likely that further auroml activity
will be noticeable over the next
six to ten months.
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Dolnhins, uhales and seals
frequently strand along the WA
coast. Find out uho helPs them and
uhat theg do on p. 10.

S H O R E  S U R V I V O R S
NICK GALES, DOUG COUGHRAN & CAFOLYN THOMSON ..,...., 1O

W A L P O L E - N O R N A L U P . . .
A N  A N C I E N T  L A N D

GRANT WAROELLJOHNSON & VANESSA SMITH .... ..,....,..,.,..,. 15

D E S E R T  B I G F O O T
ANOFEW BURBIOGE

L I V I N G  L I M E S T O N E
JOHN WATSON, BARBARA YORK-MAIN & BILL HUMPHREYS.,., 28

U N R A V E L L I N G  T H E  M Y S T E R I E S
O F  V E R T I C O R D I A

ELIZABETH GEORGE

S H O O T
RAY BAILEY

I N G  F R O M  T H E  S T A R S

P H O T O  E S S A Y
RAINBOW DESERT

B L A Z I N G  C O M P U T E R S
JUDIBECK

R O C K S  O F
GEOFFREY SHAW

A G E S

I N  P E R S P E C T I V E

B U S H  T E L E G R A P H

E N D A N G E R E D
WALPOLE WAX

U R B A N  A N T I C S

llanaglng Editor: Ron Kawalihk
Editoi Carclyn Thomson
Ihsigners: Louise Burcty'Robyn Mundy
Production: Karsn rddisodMalgarel Wlke
ap6: Projecl Mapping, CALM

Advertising: Tim Langlord'Smih A (0€) 389 8e{4 Fa}:389 0266

Colour S€parations by Ths Colour Sel
Printed in W€siern Australia by fdeidoscope

O ISSN 08154465 All maledal copydlhl. No pan ol ts contenls ol lhe publicalion may
be rcFoduc€d silhoul fie consonl ol lhe PubL!$hec.

Published by Dr S Shea, Erecutive Direclor,
DeDarhent ol ConseNation and Land Management,
50 Hayman Road, Como, Weslern Auslralia 6152.

Whg are the thousands of feral
camels that roam inland Australia
the scourge of the desert? Tum to
p. 22.

Pouerful forces haue formed the
rocks and land surface of WA ouer
billions of years. See P. 48.

Exp lore t he fascinating
subterranean uorlds deep beneath
the earth on p. 28.
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Australian sea - lion (Neophoca
cinerea\. Photo - Nick Gales

Inlets and riuers, towering karri
and tingle forests, rugged coastline
and remote uildemess areas -
Walpole-Nomalup National Park
has it all. See p. 15.
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