


The waters around

Western Australia are

home to a diuerse group of

marine mommals. When

o marine mammal is sick

or injured, whether it is a

mossiue baleen whale, a

small fast-swimming

dolphin or a furseal, its

instinctiue reaction is to

beach itself so it doesn't

droun, and suddenlg these

normallg elusiae animals

ore thrust into our world.
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I The baby pilot whale found near
I Lancelin was walked by volunteers for
| 24 hours a dav to simulate the natural
situation. In the ocean it would be held
in the slipstream of its mother's body.
Photo - Gerhard Freudenthallet <

I This sealion, known as Popeye, was
I gashed in the face by a boat propeller,
I but speedily recovered from an
operation to remov€ his €ye. Hewas
later released near Geraldton.
Photo - Carclyn Thomsonv

I Murdoch University perform

I operations on sea-lions and other
I marine mammals. They provide therr
services and facilities free of charge.
Photo - Nick Gales Y v

is the case. The sealion in question did
eventually improve under treatment and
was released. However, it restranded
and eventually died. The post-mortem
showed it had severe arthritis.

ln October 1989 aday-old pilotwhale
was stranded on the beach at l,ancelin
Bay. Awildlife officer assessed the calfs
condition and, when the rest of the pod
could notbe located byhelicopter, drove
it to Atlantis Marine Park. There itwas
continuously ivalked and supported in a
small pool and fed a cream and milk
powder mixture. After a few days it
began to refuse food and, five days after
being stranded, it died of a bacterial
infection.

The bid to keep the calf alive was
unique - itwas the firsttime anlvhere in
theworld that there had been an attempt
to rehabilitate a whale so young.

Most stranded marine mammals ate
dead before they are found. Ifit is pnctical,
and the body is not too badly decomposed,
an autopsy may be done by Murdoch
University or one ofa number ofcountry
vets to try to determine the cause of
death. Other vital information is also
obtained fiom these examinations. Ifan
autopsy is impractical, wildlife officers
record basic biological data and collect
tissue samples used to analyse heavy
metal and pesticide content.

Although mostwhales were rescued
during the mass strandings in AuEusta
in 1986 and 1988, some animals died.
Tissue samples and teeth were taken by
Daryl Kitchener, a research scientist fiom
the WA Museum. He has made some
interesting findings. The tissue contained
eightheavy metals, aswell as pesticides.
The teeti were sent to Japan !o determine

the age of the animals from which they
were taken. So it should be possible to
compare tle accumulation rates of heavy
metals in thewhaleswith theirage. This
has not been done before anywhere in
theworld. Perhaps one day this research
may even shed some light on why mass
strandings occur.

Autopsies and other data have shown
that a disturbing number of marine
mammal deaths are caused by humans
and their lifestyle. All too often they
become entangled in marine plastics
(Landscope Stmmer 1987), collide with
boat propellers or drown in craypots. At
least 35 per cent of the sealion deaths
recorded by CALM over the last two
years are known to be caused by humans.

If a marine mammmal is suffering
and veterinary advice is that there is no
doubt that it will die, a decision may be
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Dolphins, whales and seab
frequentlg strand along the WA
coost. Find out uho helps them and
what theg do on p. 10.

Why are the thousands of feral
camels that roam inland Australia
the scourge of the desert? Tum to
p. 22.

Pouerful forces haue formed the
rocks and land surface of WA oaer
billions of years. See p. 48.

Exp lore t he fascinating
subterranean uorlds deep beneath
the earth on n. 28.
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Australian sea- Iion (Neophoca
cinereal. Photo - Nick Gales

Inlets and riuers, touering kani
and tingle forests, rugged coastline
and remote uildemess areas -
Wa lpole-Nomalup National Park
has it all. See o. 15.
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