Walpole wax (Chamelaicium sp.)
IS lound inanly o few habitats in the
wilderness area of Walpole-Nornalup
Natigral Park, Here, it forms impressive
displays of colour on eoastal heathland
from September 1o Movember

Walpale wax isa shrub; related to
the Geraldton wax, thal grows to ore
or two metres all, 1L is simikir Lo a
small pinetree jn shape and produces
thousands of small white ar pink-linged
Howers in spring and early summer

Itjs cne of the thousands of Westerm
Australian species without a lormal
scientific name, CALM botanists Neville
Marchant and Greg Keighery have
studied the Chamelgucium genus fora
number ol years and have located a
number of populations of Walpale

wax relatives on granite rocks Hear
the south coast, from near Nartheliife
to Two Peoples Bay

They range [rom Spindly shrubs
with the same flower structure as the
coastal Walpole wax to populations
with variations in llower struclure

North of Mount Frankland there is
al related species that {5 similar to
Walpale wax, that was named in 1878
by well-known botanist Ferdinand ven
Mueller as Daniaks foresti. The (lowers
al this rare species have a long style
charactenstic of other Danwinia species,
However, it will soon be renamed
because its olher flower 8t ructires are
those of the genus Chamelauciiom,

Far 30 years the Walpole wax was
ncarrectly known as Esperance wax

and was widely cultivated, although
its wild locality was unkneswn dntil
quite recently. Because of the common
name, iIbwas assumed that the ||r||_:'|||'|:.'!|
plant from which the cultivated
material had been propagated came
Irom the Esperance area

Then, about 10 years ago, Albany
wildflower enthusiast Eileen Croxford
told Neville Marchant that the pine-
like species came from Walpole

Taxonoimic studies that will resill
in names for the new species and
varjants, as well as an untlerstanding
ol refationships. berween them, are
currently being undertaken at the
Western Australian Herbarium
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Dolphins, whales and seals
frequently strand along the WA
coast. Find out who helps them and
what they do on p. 10.

Powerful forces have formed the
rocks and land surface of WA over
billions of years. See p. 48.

Why are the thousands of feral Explore the fascinating

camels that roam inland Australia  subferranean worlds deep beneath
the scourge of the desert? Turn to  the earth on p. 28.

. 22

Australian sea-lion (Neophoca
cinerea). Photo - Nick Gales

Inlets and rivers, towering karri
and tingle forests, rugged coastline
and remote wilderness areas -
Walpole-Nornalup National Park
has it all. See p. 15.
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