
IN LEAGUE
WITH NATURE

For two weeks each spring,
a campsite, nestled in the tree-
clad Bickley Valley near Perth,
becomes home to 50 young
students of natural history.

The camp equips students
to become WA Gould League
leaders in theirschools, where
theywill put ideas learntatthe
camp into practice. Upper
plimary school students are
selected for the camp from
schools throughout the 5tate.

The Could Leag ue
promotes the study of the
State's natural history. lti name
commemorates famous 1 9th
century naturalist John Could
and his wife, artist Elizabeth
Coxen Gould.

The organisation's first
camp was held in 1951 to
mark the 50th anniversary of
the Commonweal th of
Australia. The campsite, 15
kilometres from Perth among
the foothills of the Darling
Scarp, is close to the Bickley
Reservoir.

The reservoir is near the
end of a deep ravine in the
hills, and Bickley Brook runs
along its base. The creek and
dam contain various freshwater
habitats for aquatic animals
such as water rats, frogs and
gilgies. Paperbarks, reeds and
rushes fringe the wetlands,
providing habitats for the reed
warbler, little grebe, duck and
cormorants.

The dense scrub along the
creek shelters small birds
including wrens, thornbills and
robins. Water rats feed on
gi lg ies or  mussels  f rom
platforms on the edge of the
water.

F looded gums and
melaleucas grow on slopes near
the water. Marriand wandoo,
with one-sided bottlebrush as
an understore, grow a little
further back, providing knot-
holes and spouts for nesting

kingfishers, pardalotes, tree
martins and parrots. Sittellas
are usually seen in the iarrah
forest on the ridges.

The camp fosters children's
appreciation of nature and
stresses the importance of
carefu l  observat ion and
accurate recording.

The day's activities begin
with an excursion along one
of the nature trails. The children
are encouraged to note items
of interest such as birds nesting
or bees swarming. Groups
report their finds after retuming
from their bushwalk.

The aftemoon session often
begins with a short lecture by
a staff member or visiting
expert, on a subject such as
reptiles of the area, plant
pressing, bird sketching or
setting up an aquarium. The
evening program of ten
includes a guest speakerfrom
the WA Museum, C5|RO,
CALM, Kings Park or one of
the Unive6ities on some aspect
of their research.

Up to the mid-1970s it
was possible to live-trap
possums, water rats and short-
nosed bandicoots. However,
numbers of these animals have
declined, possibly because of

fox predation, increased urban
pressures on the surrounding
bushland, lowering of the water
levelin the reservoirand more
frequent wildfires.

Some interesting obser-
vations and discoveries have
been made at the camp. In
the field, students collect a
smallpiece of plant and bring
it back to the classroom. They
identify it using a field
herbar ium o f  spec imens
collected and pressed on
previous camps.

One student collected an

Students examining the rale
p/ar, Anthocercis gracilig
(illustroted left) discooered by a
loung Gould kague student.
Photo - Keuin Keafleally
Illustration - Margaret Menadue

unusual plant with pendulous,
bell-shaped flowers. lt was later
identifid as Anthocercis grocilis,
first collected by the Colonial
Botanist, James Drummond,
between 1837 and 1842. This
plantis nowgazetted rare and
endangered. One of the
highlights of the 1989 camp
was relocating the population
and counting the number of
individual plants present - a
prac t ica l  exerc ise  in
conservation.

The interaction bet\/veen the
studenq staff and professional
scientists is important. Some
f ormer students have become
professional biologists but the
camCs main purpose is to instill
conservation as an attitude of
mind. One former camp
student is Andrew Brown, now
a CALM staff member and co-
author of Orchids of South-
West Austrolio.

KEVIN KENNEALLY AND
DAPHNE EDINGER
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DSCOPE

Scientists will use modem technologg to
restore tuo rare and endangered
mammak to an area in the Gibson Dese
from which theg haue become extinct.
See page 10.

It's the buming question! Is prestibed
buming in sping or autumn better for
the jarrah forat? Or is there another
altematiue? See page 28.

Rock-wallabies thrat down the gauntlet
to scimtists trging to tlap them for
research- Who mded up uinning the
c at c h-me -i f- U ou-can c ontes t ?
See page 35.

Shells, tw uabs and sundry
other creatules are surc to

please the curious

D E S E R T  D R E A M I N G
NEIL BURRoWS AND CAROLV! THOMSON ...........................10
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naturalkt uho inuades

the intertidal zone at
lou tide. Erplore the

place where the
shore meels the

sea on page
23.

Watefiirds flock to the Vasse-WonneruD
uetlqnds in their tens of thousands, some
traoelling ooer 10 000 kilometres from
summer breedings grounds in northern
China and Siberia. Tum to page 17.
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