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As a kid, what would I have done
without my local swamp?

Fortyyears ago in a somewhat less
sophisticated society with fewer
recreation facilities, the local swamp
or lake was our gang's little "jungle"
- our after-school experience. Things
are not the same today: television,
super toys and other entertainments
keep us from such places.

Some 3000 million years ago, life
on our planet evolved from primeval
bodies of water. Today, wetland
depressions still provide a keyhole view
of primitive life-forms and jog
memories of childhood escapades.

There is nothing more relaxing
and enlightening than to plonk your
feet into the shallows of a secluded
pond in a well-vegetated srwamp. Let's
imagine you've done just  that .
SHHHHHHH -  remain s t i l l  and quiet .
Let your senses tune in to this other
woflo.

Look down and you will see water
f leas,  tadpoles,  shr imp,  smal l f ish and
a myriad of other water bugs swimming
over your feet. Keep still and you will
be buzzed by different types of coloured
dragonflies. As these marvellous
creatures skim across the water thear
huge multi-celled eyes enable them
to catch insects on the Wng and devour
them while stil l in flight.

Coots, ducks, moorhens, and
sometimes swans, ralse a cacophony
of sounds as they squabble for territory
and crash through reeds and thickets.
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The occasional moving shadow
above is a swamp harrier, kestrel or
goshawk searching for a meal of
unprotected duckling, insects or water
rat.

Time to move out a little deeper.
Methane gas bubbles from your
footsteps in the mud, giving off an
u n p l e a s a n t  b u t  n  o n  e t h  e  l e s s
st imulat ing,  smel l .

lf you look to the shore you may
see a heron or egret stalklng fish,
frogs, small tortoises, gilgies or other
dwellers of the shallows.

Raise your eyes to the branches of
overhanglng trees and you may spot
the motionless forms of night herons,
owls or frogmouths as they awaat
darkness to take their part in th€ swamp
communrty.

Glance back to the stil l, reflective
waters and, from time to time, you
will see concentric rings of disturbance,
as long-necked torloises push their
heads through the surface for a breath
of fresh air and a look around.

Your attention could be distracted
at this stage as a kingfisher slices
through the airto snatch a lizard from
a log on the opposite shoreline.
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lf you stay until dusk, a bonus
swampland experlence will be yours.
After heavy rain, or at times of peak
water-level, the calls of different frog
species produce an orchestra of sound.

In the 1940s and 1950s lackadder
Lake and MacDougal Park Lake in th€
Perth suburbs of Woodlands and
Manning provided my initiation into
wetland exploration. These areas were
then pristine swamps on the edge of
civilisation in Perth.

I hope you, too, can find places
like these to make contact with your
ancestral beginnings.

JOHN HUNTER

Did gou ktrow ,,,
Befole European sett lemmt,
Aborigines uho liued bg our urban
swamps preged heaailg on the long-
necked tortoise. Toda!, prolific
numbers of long-necked tortoises
prea on uoung uater birds, causing
some species to haae second or third
broods.

In the last 200 years, 75 per cmt of
pristine wetland habitat on the
Swan coastal plain has bem
destroyed bg land reclamation or the
diaersion of water.

Loo,t, A Natunlists' Guide To
Pertb" $10.95 from CALM's Como
office, will help gou to anjog urban
uildlife and uetland habitat.



DSCOPE

Scientists will use modem technologg to
restore tuo rare and endangered
mammak to an area in the Gibson Dese
from which theg haue become extinct.
See page 10.

It's the buming question! Is prestibed
buming in sping or autumn better for
the jarrah forat? Or is there another
altematiue? See page 28.

Rock-wallabies thrat down the gauntlet
to scimtists trging to tlap them for
research- Who mded up uinning the
c at c h-me -i f- U ou-can c ontes t ?
See page 35.

Shells, tw uabs and sundry
other creatules are surc to

please the curious
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naturalkt uho inuades

the intertidal zone at
lou tide. Erplore the

place where the
shore meels the

sea on page
23.

Watefiirds flock to the Vasse-WonneruD
uetlqnds in their tens of thousands, some
traoelling ooer 10 000 kilometres from
summer breedings grounds in northern
China and Siberia. Tum to page 17.
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