~SPAWNING NEW-RESBARCH=

Scientists have observed the
spawn mass of the marine snail
Drupeifa for the first time.

This major breakthrough
may help scientists understand
the causes of the Drupella
outbreak on Ningaloo Reef
(LANDSCOPE, Winter 1989).

Drupefla numbers  on
Ningaloo Reef have increased
from about 100-200 snails per
kilometre of reef a decade ago
te the present 1-2 miilion per
kilometre.

Little is known about the
life-history of Drupella, but the
early stages of the snail’s life
cycle have undoubtedly played
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a significant rcle in its massive
increase and spread along the
reef.

CALM (with assistance from
the Australian National Parks
and  Wildlife  Service) s
researching the reproductive
biology and early life-history
of Drupella.

Researchers are maintaining
stocks of Drupella at the
University of Western Australia’s
Marine  Laboratery,  and
monitoring their reproductive
activities.

The  captive  Drupelia
spawned in April, The spawn
mass was made up of 44

opaque capsules attached to
the side of the aquarium.

Within each capsule, which
are three to four millimetres in
size, there are probably
between  250-300  small
creamy-white egqgs.

CALM scientist Stephanie
Turnersaid that these eqgs had
since  hatched, producing
several thousand planktonic
larvae,
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A spawning Drupella rabave)
Photo - Srephanic Twner

Scientists will examine and
measure further spawn masses,
in particular, any located in situ
on the reef.

In the natural habitat, it is
likely that female Drupefia
attach theircapsulestothe base
of the coral on which they feed.

MAKING-A-FEAST-OF-A-BEAST

On a recent trip to the
Kimberley, photographers Jiri
and Marfe Lochman spotted
this Mitchell's Water Monitor
(Varanus mitcheili) satistying his
appetite. The victim is a
Gilbert's Water Dragon
{(Gemmatophora gilberti),
almost the size of the captor
himself.
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Back in the early 1970s, Western
Australia proclaimed the numbat
{Myrmecobius fasciatus) as its State
embiem which may have saved its
life. With the help of scientists and
new fechniques, these delightful
creatures are now fighting back
against extinction. See page 15.
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