FLOWERING
SPLENDOUR

Every now and again
certain eucalypt species put
on a spectacular show of mass-
synchronised flowering such
as that of the marri in the
summer and autumn of 1988
(LANDSCOPE, Winter 1988).
This summer it was the red-
flowering gum.

These striking gums literally
exploded into flower,
providing what many Walpole
locals say was the best show
for about 30 years.

In the wild, red-flowering
gum is only found on the sandy
interdunal plains of the
Walpole-Nornalup National
Park and in a few small outlying
populations in  Mount
Frankland National Park.

However, it is widely
planted throughout Australia
as an ornamental.

Flowering occurs in mid-
summer and provides a
welcome food source for
nectar-eaters such as the honey
possum, and a glorious sight
for park visitors,

The varying hues of red-
Aowering gum {Eucalyptus
ficifolia).

Photos - Tony Tapper
Photo (left) - Cliff Winfield
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Back in the early 1970s, Western
Australia proclaimed the numbat
{Myrmecobius fasciatus) as its State
embiem which may have saved its
life. With the help of scientists and
new fechniques, these delightful
creatures are now fighting back
against extinction. See page 15.
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