
When is a daisy not a daisy?
In the State's south-West,
botanists were presented with
just that question when it
appeared there were two
different species of the Albany
daisy, and three scientific
name5.

The A lbany  da  isy ,  a
member of the eucalyptus and
bottlebrush family Myrtaceae,
has puzzled botanists for nearly
200 years. lt was first collected
by botanist Robert Brown in
1802 from King George Sound,
the site of present-day Albany.
Pressed and dried, the Albany
daisy was sent to many of the
large herbaria of Europe.

The Albany daisy was
officially named Actinodium
cunninghamii in 1835 by an
Austrian botanist. Two years
later, another specimen ofthe
same species was named
Triphelio brunioides by Robeft
Brown, who was unaware of
the earlier publication of
Actinodium cunninghomii. ln
'1849, 

to compound the
confusion Russian botanist
Nicholas Turczaninov believed
he had a species different from
Actinodium cunninghamii and
published the name Actinodium
proliferum. Turczaninov was
unaware of the name Triphelio
brunioides, and also unaware
he was putting a third name
to the Albany daisy.

M e a n w h i l e ,  b a c k  i n
Western Australia, the puzzle
cont inued when co lon ia l
botanist James Drummond
noted a different type of Albany
daisy. In a letter to the director
at Kew, Drummond said he
recognised a new species of
/ctinodium and sent a pressed
specimen. Botanists at Kew
displayed Drummond's find
with specimens of the original
Acti n od i u m cu n n i n g h o m i i.

How manytypes ofAlbany
daisy could there be? At
CALM's Western Australian
Hedcarium, taxonomic research
(the study of classifications of
species) found the answer.
CALM bota  n  i s ts  Nev i l le

Marchant and Greg Keighery
observed a great deal of
variation in the specimen
fo lde rs of ,Actlnodium at Perth .
Creg Keighery discovered what
he thought was a new species
- could there be yet another
type of Albany daisy?

Cranted  a  Ch u  rch  i l l
fellowship to study original
Western Australian collections
in Russia, Neville Marchant had
a chance to see the original

Actinodium calocephalum (/eft)
and 4,. crnninghamii (right).
Illustration - courtesy WA
Herbarium

gathering of Drummond's
Albany daisy in the collection
of Nicholas Turczaninov in Kiev.
Th is  was the  spec ies
Turczan inov  had named
Actinodium proliferum. Neville
found this similar to the
presumed new species Creg
Keighery had discovered and

the sameasthe one described
as Actinodium cunninghomii by
the Austrian botanist in 1 835.

Nevil le's and Greg's taxo-
nomic research revealed that
in fact there are two species of
Albany daisy: the original
Actinodium cunninghamii,
which flowers in summer and
occurs from Albany west to
Busselton; and a second species
which has remained unrecog-
nised since its original discovery
by james Drummond in 1849.
Soon to be named Actinodium
colocephalum, this species
flowers in the spring and occurs
from Albany east to the Young
River.

So if you go to Albany to
view the wildflowers, look in
moist localit ies for a flower
with creamy white radiating
petal-l ike structures that l ie in
a pink-centred, flat-topped
cluster. Like many Western
Australian wildflowers, the
flowers themselves are small,
but are aggregated into heads
from 30 to 45 cm in diameter.
But don't be confused when
you see lots of variations in
size and shape!

This leopard seal (Hydrurgo
/eptoryx) seen at Lancelin this
month is one of the more
unusual visitors to our coast.

The seals are normally
found in sub-Antarctic and
Antarctic regions, but in late
winter and early spring they
are sometimes seen along the
southern Australian coast. Six
leopard seals have been
stranded on the WA coast since
August this year.

The animals have a long
slim body and a disproport-
ionately large, reptilian-looking
neao.

They are carnivorous and
feed on several species of
penguins and other birds, such
as giant petrelt as well as young
crabeatet weddel and elephant
seals, and krill.

Wildlife Officer Doug
Coughran said that when there
was a stranding, officers from
the Department of Conserv-
ation and Land Management
set up a barricade tape to
protect both people and the
an imal .

"We monitor the animal's
condition and call a vet if
required," he said, "but they
usually just need to rest up
until they are ready to return
to the sea,"

Photo - Doug Coughran
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Public anareness and inaoluement is
aital in the conseruation of WA's rare
and endangered flora. Page 49.

Ten WA mammal species haue become
e inct in the last 200 years. Wat can
be done to snsure no more are lost
foreter? Page 28.

Forests protect our enuironment. Theg
abo prouide timber. How do we strike
a balance? Tum to page 35.
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In the cmtral Kimberleg, a screw-pine-
surrounded creek - just one of the
threatened areas in this fragile
frontier. Tum to page 22.

Until 1984 more uas knoum about
uhat uas undemeath the Nullarbor
than uhat Das on top. But uith such a
uast area to stud!, uhere do ue start?
See page 16.
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best-knoum inhabitants of westem
Australia's coastal uaters. But thk
unioue arm is aho home to an aston-
ishing range of maine llora and
fauna, from sea-turtles and coral reefs
in the north to sea-orass banks and
great white sharksin lhe nuth.
See page 10.

Illustrated bU Martin Thompson.
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