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were able to get h{,o wheel-drive
vehicles to most ofthe coast.

By the 1970s, however, four-wheel
drive vehicles were more common and
the subsequent increase in traffic led to
thedemise ofthe sandy tracks. With only
two conventional roads to the coast, the
grand scenery and good fishing was still
largely the province of locals with four-
wheel-drives, horses or boats.

A NATIONAL PARK
This was soon to change, as more

people began to discover the wild beauty
ofthe coast. Some ofits features include
the varied cliffs and the continuous beach,
the huge mobile dunes, the smaller coasnr
karri trees with their twisted trunks, and
Lake Jasper, the largest freshwater lake
in the southern halfofWestern Australia.
Perhaps most impressive of all was that
allthis is in a large area freefrom human
development.

Among those enjoyingthe areawas a
small group offoresters who would head
to the coast to go fishing. One of them,
Barney White, described the area as 'a

glorious wilderness where you felt as if
you were the only person for miles around'.
Going to the coastwas a trip ofcontrasts:
from healy karriforest to coastal forests
through swamps and lakes and swales to
huge dunes and finally the beach.

The foresters checked on the tenures
held in the area and found them to be a
muddled assortment of leases, private
property, and Crown land. Afraid that if
nothing was done the area would be
developed and the natural isolation and
wilderness values destabil ised, they put

forward the first major proposal for a
western South Coast national park
through the Institute of Foresters. Later,
in 1976, the Environmental Protection
Authority also recommended the creation
of the park, and Government accepted
the recommendation. By the early 1980s,
large areas of vacant Crown land, State
forest and expired grazing leases were
gazetted as the D'Entrecasteaux National
Park.

In 1984 a management strategy for
the area was prepared jointly by the
Forests Department and the National
Parks Authority. Among other points,
the strategy recommended closing a
number of beaches to four-wheel-drive
vehicles. The increasing use offour-wheel-
drives along the coast had created a
great number ofaccess tracks, and itwas
felt that continued use of these tracks

would cause erosion and spread
dieback disease, as well as

destabil ise the dunes.
Local residents reacted strongly to

proposals that would l imit their access
to the beaches. More than I 000 people
met at Manjimup town hall and a'Keep
Our Coast Open Committee'was formed.
Four-wheel-drive, horseback riding, and
fishing clubs demanded unlimited access
to the beaches, while groups such as the
Conservation Council, the South Wesr
Forest Defence Foundation and the
Australian Conservation Foundation
argued that access to some beaches should
be closed. It appeared that a single
management plan for the park would be
impossible to achieve.

At this point, the newly formed
Depadment of Conser.vation and Land
Management  (CALM)  was made
responsible for the area, and developed
one of its first national park plans, a draft

I Looking west from Point
I D'Entrecasl€aux. <<
I An island of karris on Chesapeake
Road. <
The massive Yeagarup dunes. >^
0ne of only lwo known occurrences of a
rare banksia is in the swamp in the
middle of Black Point. >

I Poges 10 and t\: Lake Jasper,
I surrounded by seasonal wetlands.
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many ofthe park's plant species,
especially members of the
Proteaceae family such as banksias and
hakeas. In D'Entrecasteaux, dieback
threatens a plant of particular importance:
the rare banksia known astheredswamp
banksia t/8. occidqntalis subspecres
fotmosa) . There are only two places where
it is known to occur, and one site is near
the tip ofBlack Point, a popular f ishing
and surfing spot.ln order to preserve the
banksia, there seems no option but to
restrict vehicle access and ask fishers
and surfers towalk the last kilometre, so
as to reduce the risk oftransporting the
fungus there on the tyres or underbody
of vehicles.

Another part ofthe park targeted for
dieback control was what was known as
The Blackwater vast areas ofwetlands

behind the coastal dunes. Tracks that
traverse this area become deep bog holes
for eight months of the year. They
are almost certainly infected with dieback
and, to restrict the spread ofthe disease,
some track closures seasonal and
permanent - have been introduced. Thts
will also prevent further damage to tracls
and vehicles.

CHANGING TIMES
While much careful thought was given

to the managementplan, new issuesand
concerns have inevitably cropped up.

Since 1987 more than 12 000 hectares,
including some outstanding landscape
features such as Yeagarup dune (an
impressive mobile dune 10 km long),

Woolbale Hills, Mount Pingerup
and other areas of important

ecological value, have been added to the
park.

A dilemma of park management is
the question of what constitutes the
optimal number of visitors. It is right
that people should be encouraged to
visit national parks and appreciate their
natural beauty, yet greater numbers of
visitors place greater pressure on facilities
and fragile ecosystems. A mineral sand
mine now proposed on private property
adjacent to the park will mean that a
glavel road linking the mine to processing
facilities at Capelwill have to be upgraded
to highway quality. These improvements
to  ad jacent  roads  cou ld  p lace
D'Entrecasteaux within three and a half
hours ofPerth, making it more accessible

. C A T T L E M E N " .  O F
' , J  :

T H . E  C O A S T

'Last summer, ibrmer.souih Co;;i
grazing le-asehdlders 

. joined CALM
fire officers and park managers for a
tour of the DlEntrecasteaux National
Park. The toirr wasarranged to review
the fire manaqement of t ie coastai-
hSath.

The meeting brought together a
unique group of men. They represented
thiee generations of farirjlies who have
driven cattle down to the coast each .
year to graze on native grasses and
scrub. Amongst the graziers were
membersof some famous South qoast
fami l ies ,  inc lud ing  the . :  Mu i rs , .
Brockmans, lpsens;. Mottrams and .-
Dicksons.-

FrOnk Brockma n
reina r:ked that the
count rys ide  had
changed s ince  -  the
graziers hadlef!.recalling
grassy parklands beneath
tall peppermints.

'As far back as white
people can reriember:
it 's always. been clean
country;1 N4r Broekman

. said, refering to the now
dense th icke ts  o f
regrowth , ,a f te r  the
wildfires. 'W€ used to
burn it as often as it

would burn, and that way we never
got iny really hotfires.'

. The cattlemen said that they had
leamt their fire management techniques

" f,rom their forefathers. TtU-'y, in turn,
had learnt from the Aboriginal"people

. who also came down to the coast to
hunt in the summe|months.

. . Many of the group czimped the
night at Moore's hut, a relic of the

. days when graziers' families stayeld
. dowri on the coast with their stock.
While some turneC their hand to
campfire cuisine, 80-year'-old . Andy

. Muir producqd the 1893 diary of his
grandfather, pioneer Thomas. Muir,
which gave an insight ir ito pioneer l ife

and corroborated the
stories . of early 

.f ire
'management.

Around the campfire
that night, tall tales and
.trte were told of the days
of droving down to the
coasr.

^ Andy Mui reminiscing
.i on droving doyt ot
i Moore's Hut.

f, I
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LANDSCOPE
voLUN4E SX NO. 3 - AUruN/N EDION t99l

There's more to inuertebrates than
slugs, maggots and spiders. Tum to
page 28 to lind out just why
inuertebrates ale so important-

Whal has happened to Filzgerald Riuer
National Park since the 1989 wildlire!
See poge 34.

D'ENTRECASTEAUX. C'EST ITAGNIFIQUEI
CLIFF WINFIELD

A MILLION SEABIRDS
ANDREW BURBIDGE AND PHIL FULLER ,,.,,.,. .,.....,..,., 17

ABROLHOS. DIVER DOWN
JIM STODDAR]

SPINELESS WONDERS
JOHN BLYTH AND IAN ABBOTT

FITZGERALD REBORN
STEVE HOPPER
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Visitors from around Australia arc
discouering what those who liae nearby
alreadg know - D'Entrecasteaux...C'esl
Magnifique. Tum to page 10.
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Seabirds nest on Pelsoert Island in the
Houtman Abrolhos bg the million. See
page 17.

Explore the Danpier Archipelago, a
group of rocky islands with o uiolent
past and a uealth ofuildlife. Tum to
page 48.
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Inaertebrates pla| an important role in
the ecosystem of WA's jarrah forest.
Earthuorms, termites and ants
fragmmt leaf litter and mix organic
matter. Some soil and litter
inuertebrates stimulate plant grouth,
Soil ircects such as larual beetles feed
on roots, stimulating the plants'
growth rate. Our couer illustration is
Philippa Nikulinskg's impression of th is
process at work in the jarrah forest.
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