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undertaken in Western Australia,
commenced in 1948.Inthe next l0years
many thor.rsands of hectares of the 'almost

endless plain' described by the early
explorers was cleared and developed for
pasture by post-warsoldier settlers. This
was madepossible by the introduction of
essential trace element fertilisers which
corrected deficiencies in the sandy soils.

Such widespread impact on the
re$on's plants and animals did not directly
affect the Range, because it was dedicated
as a national park in June 1913. It was
Western Australia's third national park.
The 115 000-hectare park was declared
because of its outstanding wildflowers,
spectacular scenery and unique geology.
The strange aura of the mountains,
contrasting with the flat, rather
monotonous suffounding plains, had long
attracted bushwalkers and naturalists
and led to their being described as
'mountains of mystery' in an article in
the Albang Despatch in !927.

Long before this, some of the botanical
mysteries of the Range had been revealed.
Botanist James Drummond visited the

I Cranite outcrop with flowering pigface
I and saltwater paperbark.
I Photo - Jiri lnchman a^

I Brushtail Dossums are restrictqd to

I small pockets of taller forest along
I watercourses.
Photo - Jiri Lochman <

I The spotted-thighed frog has well-
I developed webbing for climbing trees.
I Photo - Allan Rose ̂

I An echidna - one of the few ever seen
I in the park - photographed on the Red
I Gum Pass Road in 1979-
Photo - Babs & Bertwells >

area in 1843, 1846 andagain in 1848 and
was amazed at the richness and unique
characterofthe flora. He collected many
species which proved to be endemic to
the Stirling Range, and fired the
enthusiasm of botanists throughout the
world. This interest persists to this day,
and the park is understandabb best known
for its remarkable plant diversity, displayed
at full bloom in spring, when visitors
flock to the area.

NO MORE MAMMALS
By comparison, the fauna of the Range

has received scant attention in recent
times, perhaps because of the massive
decline of the mammalssince the turn of
the century. Well-known zoologistJohn
Tunneylived on his property, Gracefield,
near Cranbrook in the early 1900s and
made extensive collections of mammals
and birds in the area. He led a scientific
expedition through the Stirling Range in
May 1900, but unfortunately most ofhis
mammal specimens are simply labelled
as from'near Cranbrook'and provide no
precise data on the composition of the
mammal fauna of the park. Prior to
Tunney's work, Ceorge Masters had
colleded animals in the south coast region
in the late 1860s and recorded an
impressive array of species, but, again,
specific information for the Stirling Range
was not available. Iater visits to the
actual Range byAWMilligan in 1902 and
F L Whitlock in l91l mainly dealt with
the birds, and only general notes were
made of the mammals.

The mammal fauna of the Range at
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Mulga and lire - at best an uneasg
relationship - sometimes s|mbiotic,
sometimes disastrous. Find out uhen
and where on poge 20.

The Kimberleg's rugged grandeur is
deceptiuelg fragile. Addi tional resentes
managed by CALM help protect the
region's delicote. complex and diuerse
ecosgstens. See page 35.
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Cloud-capped Blulf Knoll, majestically
brooding sentinel of the Stirling
Range. Does it hold a secret in its
stonv heart - perhaps the answer to the
missing mommal mgsterv? See story
on page 9.

A westem swamp tortoise
(Pseudemydura umbrina| Could this
be one of the last to be photographed?
Not if CALM', ten-lear recouery plon
succeeds. See page 28 for details.
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An uncommon dragor, Caimaniops
amphiboluriodes inhabits mulg a
shrubs. Mang other dragon lizards
orefeA horsher habltats such as rock-
pttes CnA Sqlt lqEelDeAs. Jee paQe 51.
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flt kkelbeds. See page 51.

Cmtral netted dragon (Ctenophorus
inermis), one of the more than 60
species of dragon lizard that inhabit
the arid and semi-arid parts of
Austrolia. The acute eAesight and
swiftness of dragon lizards are essential
in order to auoid predators and to
capture food. See page 51.
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