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government despatched Lieutenant Phillip
Parker King to undertake hydrographic
surveys along the Kimberley coast between
1819 and 1821. King was accompanied
by botanist Allan Cunningham, and a
significant number of plant collections
were made and new species described.
This provided the first major botanical
co l lec t ion  f rom the  K imber ley .
Cunningham noted the absence ofwhat
he termed 'useful plants', and attempted
to rectifu this by sowing orange and
lemon seeds at Careening Bay north of
the Prince Regent River. None survived.

In 1838, as HMS Beag1e explored the
Kimberley coast, Captain Stokes provided
evidence that widespread bushfires pre-
dated European settlement when he wrote:
' lndeed, during the dry season it not
infrequently happens that an immense
tract of land is desolated by fire,
communicated, either by design or
carelessness of the natives, to the dry
herbage on the surface.'

European exploration by land began
with George Crey's expedition of 1837-
38. Following Alexander Forresr s
expedition of1879 the region was named
after the Earl of Kimberley, then Secretary
ofState for the Colonies. As a result of
this expedition mill ions ofhectares wer€
quickly taken up in pastoral leases. But
even then the rugged terrain, lack of
water, the presence of poisonous plants
that kil led stock and horses, diseases
such as cholera and typhoid and hosti le
Aborigines, all proved an enormous barrier
to expansion ofthe pastoral industry. As
early as 1864 a settlement at Camden

Harbour on the north Kimberley coast
had to be abandoned after one year; the
inhabitants succumbed to pestilence and
the hosti le environment, and perished
like fl ies in a country one settler later
described as 'God forsaken and God-
forgotten'! Even so, pastoral pursuits
have been the major land use in the
Kimberley for nearly a century. Cattle
and donkeys are now found throughout
the region, and only the most rugged
areas ofsandstone are free offeral stock.

On some ofthe offshore islands such
as the Lacepedes, mining for guano had
commenced in the early 1870s. stripping
these islands of their mantle of rock
phosphate and disrupting the colonies of
breeding seabirds. Turtles were also
exploited and an attempt was made to
establish an industry on the Lacepedes.
Feral pigs have been recorded on Sir
Graham Moore and Sunday Islands.

This gradual exploitation of marrne
and terrestrial ecosystems and therr
wildlife has been a continuous lheme in
the Kimberley. We nou have tne
opportunity to design an extensive reserve
system whilst large areas remain with
their ecosystems relatively intact.

PROTECTION OF REMOTE
AREAS

The Kimberley can be divided into
six distinct districts, each with different
landforms and wildlife communities. The
north Kimberley includes the most rugged
landscapes in the State, and is the only
area of Western Australia where there
have been no documented animal

extinctions since European settlement.
Th is  a rea  fea tures  spec tacu la r
escarpments, waterfalls, rainforests, palm
forests, stat€ly paperbark groves, and
picturesque swamps rich in aquatic l i fe.

Major recommendations of Nature
Conseruation Reserues in lhe Kimberleg
include extending the Prince Regent
Nature Reserve's boundaries to take rn
ma ne environments, most of the Hunter
River catchment and parts of Mitchell
Plateau, then declaring the whole areaa
national park. Other national parks are
proposed at Walcott Inlet, Lake Argyle
and Cape Londonderry.

Other recommendations cover rne
permanent wetlands at Parrls Lagoons
in the eastern Kimberley. Their great
variety ofwater birds and aquatic plants
can be more easily seen in the proposed
Packsaddle Nature Reserve, an extenslve
network of u,aterways and swamplands
created by damming the Ord River at
Kununurra.

In the south-west Kimberley, part of
Broome's Roebuck Bay is being proposed
as a marine park - a major step in meeting
Australia's obligations as a signatory to
international treaties that protect
migratory \'\rading birds and their habrtat.
A vine thicket reserve is proposed inlanc
from Broome's Cable Beach, an area
containing many plants with edible fruit
that are sti l l  an important food source
for Aborigines. Existing small reser.,res
in the Oscar and Napier Ranges are
inadequate and are under increasing
tourist pressure. These limestone
ramparts formed a barrier reef about
350 mill ion years ago; today they are a
treasure house of endemic species and
fossil deposits. It is for this reason that
existing and proposed reserves wil l

I The scrambling vine Caesalpinia
lmajor has a spiny pod which, when
I cut, reveals two marble-sized seeds.
Photo - Kevin K€nneally ^

I Saltwater crocodiles are now less rare
I around the Kimberley coast.
I Photo - Robert Carvey <
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Mulga and lire - at best an uneasg
relationship - sometimes s|mbiotic,
sometimes disastrous. Find out uhen
and where on poge 20.

The Kimberleg's rugged grandeur is
deceptiuelg fragile. Addi tional resentes
managed by CALM help protect the
region's delicote. complex and diuerse
ecosgstens. See page 35.
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Cloud-capped Blulf Knoll, majestically
brooding sentinel of the Stirling
Range. Does it hold a secret in its
stonv heart - perhaps the answer to the
missing mommal mgsterv? See story
on page 9.

A westem swamp tortoise
(Pseudemydura umbrina| Could this
be one of the last to be photographed?
Not if CALM', ten-lear recouery plon
succeeds. See page 28 for details.
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An uncommon dragor, Caimaniops
amphiboluriodes inhabits mulg a
shrubs. Mang other dragon lizards
orefeA horsher habltats such as rock-
pttes CnA Sqlt lqEelDeAs. Jee paQe 51.
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flt kkelbeds. See page 51.

Cmtral netted dragon (Ctenophorus
inermis), one of the more than 60
species of dragon lizard that inhabit
the arid and semi-arid parts of
Austrolia. The acute eAesight and
swiftness of dragon lizards are essential
in order to auoid predators and to
capture food. See page 51.
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