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FROCS
Winter  aga in .  Water ,  wet  9 rass ,

pools,  ponds,  puddles. . .  and f rogs.
It 's t ime to be entertained

again by those neckless,
fat-bell ied, goggle-
e y e d ,  b i g -
m o u t h e d
s o n s  o f
t a d p o l e s
that seem to
win their way
into our hearts,
homes and swimming
pools at least once a Year.

For ages, the frog has been
one of the animals most l ikely to
share in the l ives of children. Nursery
rhymes, pop songs, squeaky toys an
the bath, tadpoles in jars, chocolate
Fredos and, most important of all, the
K ing :  Kermi t  w i th  h is  da i l y  ch i ld ren 's
TV workshop.

Frogs  are  amphib ians .  Most  sPend
par t  o f  the i r  l i ves  as  water  an ima ls  and
par t  as  land an imals .  Some l i ve  the i r
entire l ives in or near water while

others never come near water, even
to mate.

Only two families of frogs are found
in and around Perth's Swan Coastal
Plain - tree frogs and ground dwellers
(or burrowers). More than 20 species,
however, of all shapes, sizes, colours
and ca l l ing  sounds,  make uP these
fami l ies .

Most  f  rogs  have a  th in ,  mo is t  sk in
and are  a lso  co ld -b looded,  so  they
tend to  l i vq  in  coo le r  p laces  such as
leaf-l itter, in dense vegetation, wetland
areas or underground lt is after summer
or  au tumn fa ins  tha t  humans and
frogs most often come into contact.
The f rogs  emerge f rom the i r  h id ing
spots  to  re l i \h  lhe  coo l  c leans ing  ra in ,

54 ,un ,tror,

luicy bug and
perhaps find a mate. Driving around
any of our suburban wetland parks on
a ra iny  n igh t  can  be  qu i te  sou l -
destroying, as thousands of beasts
cover roadways and are accidentally
run over.

Throughout suburban Perth there
have been a few interesting frog reports
of late. One householder was amazed
to find his privacy invaded by a couple
of slippery characters on his window
ledge. Further observation revealed
that his visitors were successfully
climbing the glass pane to catch insects
attracted by the electric l i9ht. Even
more interesting was the discovery a
day  or  so  la te r  o f  f rogs  h id ing  under
the leaf-l itter in the roof-gutter above
the window.

At different t imes of the year,
depending on the species, females
respond to  the  loud ca l l s  o f  ma les  and
move towards the source of the noise.
Mat ing  occurs  and eggs  are  la id .
Recently, moaning frogs have made
l h e m s e l v e s  v e r y  u n p o p u l a r  i n
Booragoon backyards. These stout,
bur rowing  ipec ies  have been ca l l ing

before  the  au tum n  ra in  and the i r  loud ,
low moans have infuriated would-be
sleepers. lf this happens to you, saturate
the area thoroughly with a hose and

the culprits will move away.
The rarely seen, bizarre-
looking turtle frog has also

made an appearance In
the metropolitan area,

w i th  one be  ing
found in  K ings

park. Another
was caught by

a  d o g ,  w h i c h
suf fe red  fo r  h is

trouble with a frothing
mouth caused by skin toxins.

All frogs secrete a varying toxicity
o f  po ison lh rough g lands  arou  nd  the i r

b o d y .  E q u a  l l y ,  t h o u g h ,  h u m a n
hand l ing  o f  de l i ca te -sk inned f rogs  has

a damaging effect on the Poor old
frog. So be carefull

For more stories on frogs, visit
your local l ibrary. Better sti l l , rush to
your  loca lwet land and,  in  the  so l i tude
of thick vegetation, experience an

orchestra of sound from frog calls l ike
you've never dreamed possible.

JOHN HUNTER

DID YOU KNOW?

o Frogs appeared on Earth qbout

180 million years ago. About 2 700
species of frogs and toads exist
today.

. Toads 1re different from frogs.
They haue a broader, llatter boda
and darker, dier, wartg skin. No
toads occur naturally in Australia.

o A frog's eyes bulge out, enabling
nearlg all round uision. To aid the
suallowing ofpreg, the eyes sink
through openings in the skull Qnd
force food down the throat.

ca tch  a

il,



LANDSCOPE
VOLUME SIX NO.4. WINTER EDITION 1991

Mulga and lire - at best an uneasg
relationship - sometimes s|mbiotic,
sometimes disastrous. Find out uhen
and where on poge 20.

The Kimberleg's rugged grandeur is
deceptiuelg fragile. Addi tional resentes
managed by CALM help protect the
region's delicote. complex and diuerse
ecosgstens. See page 35.
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Cloud-capped Blulf Knoll, majestically
brooding sentinel of the Stirling
Range. Does it hold a secret in its
stonv heart - perhaps the answer to the
missing mommal mgsterv? See story
on page 9.

A westem swamp tortoise
(Pseudemydura umbrina| Could this
be one of the last to be photographed?
Not if CALM', ten-lear recouery plon
succeeds. See page 28 for details.

39

44

An uncommon dragor, Caimaniops
amphiboluriodes inhabits mulg a
shrubs. Mang other dragon lizards
orefeA horsher habltats such as rock-
pttes CnA Sqlt lqEelDeAs. Jee paQe 51.
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flt kkelbeds. See page 51.

Cmtral netted dragon (Ctenophorus
inermis), one of the more than 60
species of dragon lizard that inhabit
the arid and semi-arid parts of
Austrolia. The acute eAesight and
swiftness of dragon lizards are essential
in order to auoid predators and to
capture food. See page 51.
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