
FROGS, FROGS, FROGS

The chance to see some of
Australia's rarest frogs will be
the highlight of a "frogging

weekend" at Ludlow Forest in
October.

"Frogs, Frogs, Frogs" , a
course offered bythe University
o f  Western  Aus t ra l ia 's
ex tens ion  program,  w i l l
examine recentdevelopments
in the frog wodd, including
reports of a worldwide decline
in their numbers.

Course participants wil l
also participate in spotlighting,
t r a p p i n g  a n d  c e n  s u s i n g
programs and study practical
p rog  ra  ms des igned to

conserve two of Australia's
rarest frogs.

This is the first time this
course has been offered in the
beautiful setting ofthe Ludlow
tuartforest. The Friends of the
Tuart Forest will provide tea,
damper and hot soup.

Senior Research Scientist
Crant Wardell-Johnson, who
has been studying the frogs of
the area for several years, will
take thecourse. Peoplewishing
to attend the weekend on
October  25  to  27  shou ld
telephone jean Coll ins at the
University of Western Australia
on 38O 2579.

Banj o fr o g s \Ly mnody nasles
dorsalis) are common neat
Ludlow.
Photos - Grant Wardell-Johnson

The green and gold tree frog
(Litoria mooreil mag be seen in
its natiue hobitot at Ludlou,

A number  o f  baby
loggerhead tu  r t les  found
recentlyon beachesfrom Perth
to Bunbury have added to
knowledge about the rarely
seen reptiles.

It 's unusual for such a large
number  o f  the  spec ies  -
normally only found in the
warmwatersof the NorthWest
- to befound sofarsouth, and
it's probably the first time that
such a large raft of hatchlings
has been seen in the Perth area
since 1964.

At least 30 loggerheads
were  taken in  to  the
Department of Conservation
and Land M a  nage me n t
(CALM) by people who found
them on the coast. They are
probably around six months
oto .

CALM turtle expert Bob
Prince said the turtles were
hatchlings born last summer
at nesting sites near 5hark Bay
and off the North West Cape.

"They would have swum
out to sea after hatching and
have since drifted south in the
warm Leeuwin Current," he
sard .

"Strong westerly fronts off
the WA coast blew them out of
thecuffentand on tosouthern
beaches."

Although CALM has been
carrying out a marine turtle
research program for the past
f i ve  seasons,  s tudy ing  s ix
species of turtle found off the
WA coast, Bob said not much
was known about west coast
loggerheads.

Loggerheads grow to a
shell length of 1.2 metres and
weigh 140 kilograms, whereas
the baby turtles brought in to
CALM have a shell length

ranging from 60 to 80 mm.
"Like other marine turtles,

they spend most of their lives
at sea, only coming to shore to
nes t  when they  reach
adulthood at about 25 to 30
years of age," he said.

"The adults range widely.
One turtle tagged and released
at Exmouth in February 1988
was caught 15 months laterin
the Northern Territory.

"Only about 300 to 500
adult female loggerheads are
thought to nest in WA each
year, each laying aboutfive or
six clutches of around 100

Young loggethead twtle typical
of those found recentlg near
Perth.
Photo - Dean Lee

e99s. The survival rate of
hatchlings is extremely low."

Bobsaid a recorded decline
in  the  loggerhead tu r t le
population on Australia's east
coas t  had led  to  fu r ther
concern  about  WA's
population.

Information gleaned from
any sightings or f inds would
help CALM understand the
cur ren t  s ta tus  o f  WA's
loggerhead turtle populations.

The tu  r t les  tha t  were
washed up are being cared for
at UnderwaterWorld until they
can be returned to northern
waters. Biologists there have
been assisting in rehabil itating
stranded or iniured marine
animals for the pastfew years.

"The turtles should ideally
be kept in a watm 22 to 23
degree seawater aquarium, fed
fish and kept unti l they are at
least three years old before
being released into the wild,"
Bob said.
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The WA Museum k 100 years old. It
houses a staggeing four million
specimens of insects, morine animals,
fish. birds, repliles and frogs. Page 22.

Seuen species of microscopic dieback-
dkease fungi are ottacking WA's
unique uildllowers. See page 28.

Hou does WA's conseraation heritage
look to the people aho look after it?
Tum to poge 26 for some great
pholographs from a recenl compelition
run for CALM staff.

WILDFLOWER COUNTRY
STEVE HOPPEF, GFEG KEIGHERY

A waue of colour is spreading from
Shark Bag to Jurien ond inland to
Meekatharra. Our story on page 10
takes Uou into Wildflower Country.

The rugged Pilbara landscape has
some hidden delights. On page 16, go
up hill to Hamersleg Range, then
doun Dales and other spectacular
gorges.
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AND PENNY HUSSEY 10
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Out now! Wildllowers are blooming in the uast
tracts of countr! north of Perth, especiallg in
northem sandplains and Murchison, which is
eJcperiencing o bumper uildllower seqson
following heauy winter rains. Philippa
Nikulinsku's illustrotion shows some of the
uildllouers for which WA is justly famous: the
splendid euerlasting, buttercup, red leschenaulti
Sturt's desert pea, catspau, uattle, natiae
wisterio, black kangaroo paw, flame pea, and a".
scaeaola - all couered in the newlg released
Wildflower Country. See page 10.
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