
The old homestead at
M i l l s t r e a m - c h i c h e s t e r
National Park, which was once
the focal point of a sheeP and
cattle station, has had a face-
lift and will reopen as a visitor
cenue.

The homestead has been
reroofed and repainted and
will introduce visitors to the
natural and cultural value of
Millstream, which is abouttwo
hours' drive from Karratha in
the Pilbara.

Mi l l s t ream was an
important placeforAborigines
for many centuries.

The first pastoral lease on
Millstream was granted in
'1866 for sheep grazing. Wool
was transported by camel train
to the portat Cossack untilthe
turn of the century.

The present homestead
was built in 1914aftera cyclone
destroyed theoriginal building
in  1908.

The State Covernment
bought the station in 1982,
and in 1986 the homestead
lease was purchased by the
Department of Conservation
and Land Management.

Among the displays in the
new centre is a room devoted
to the Yiniibarndi Aborigines,
the traditional custodians of
the Millstream area.

The room displays local
artefacts. There is a recording
of a traditional song about the
Mi l l s t ream wet la  nds  by
Yiniibarndi elder Yilbie Warrie
and a  reproduced rock
engraving of Nyngara the Rock
Man, a magic man who once
terrorised the peoPle. Also
included is a full-size replica
paperbark hut, built by Ranger

The narly refurbished
Millstream Homestead.
Photo - Richard Hammond

Bruce Woodley and friends.
The Settlers' Room houses

a reconstructed station hands'
hut, and a recording of Doug
Gordon - whose family were
associated with Millstream
Station from 19'14 to 1964 '

telling his story.
Other  d isp lays  in fo rm

visito15 of the park's attractions
and some of the experiences
to be had, and help them to
interpret the geology of the
region, the arid lands, and the
remarkable wetlands oasis at
Millstream.

Much of the artwork for
Millstream Homestead Visitor
Centre was prepared bY SallY
Watson, whose work can also
be seen at Milyering Visitor
Centre inCape Range National
Park.

EXOTIC PALMS INVADE

Exotic date palms have
taken over parts ofthewetland
habitats in the Millstream-
Chichester National Park.

The palmswere introduced
late lastcentury by Pastoralists
and Afghan camel drivers as
both ornamental trees and a
food crop. They are fast-
growing and prolific seeders,
and have spread from where
they were originally Planted

into the delta streams and the
bed of the Fortescue River.

Accumulations of dead
fronds have provided fuel for
in tense w i ld f i res  in  the
wetlands, and while the date
palms recover quickly, native
treessuch as the largecaiePuts
and rivergums have been killed
by repeated intense fire.

Another impact of the
palms has been to deny l ight

to the understorey Plants and
constrictstream channels with
invading root mats: the end
result is a thick, pure date palm
stand on bare, saline soil.

The Depar tment  o f
Conserva t ion  and Land
Management  i s  t ry ing  to
pro tec t  the  wet la  nds  bY
reducing the exotic Palms to
manageable levels and re-
establishing native species.

Far Wt - eaotic palms haue
taken ouel at Millstream,
choking out the natiue
uegetation and caeating a ftrc
hazard.
Date palms rcgenerating after a
Iire.
Photos - Peter Kendrick

A grove of several hundred
mature palms will be retained
around the Homestead area
to provide a contrast to the
natural wetlands nearby, and
to remind visitors of the
historical significance of the
palms to the pastoral history
of the Pilbara, but in the
remainder of the area the
wetland vegetation will be
protected and regulated.
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The WA Museum k 100 years old. It
houses a staggeing four million
specimens of insects, morine animals,
fish. birds, repliles and frogs. Page 22.

Seuen species of microscopic dieback-
dkease fungi are ottacking WA's
unique uildllowers. See page 28.

Hou does WA's conseraation heritage
look to the people aho look after it?
Tum to poge 26 for some great
pholographs from a recenl compelition
run for CALM staff.

WILDFLOWER COUNTRY
STEVE HOPPEF, GFEG KEIGHERY

A waue of colour is spreading from
Shark Bag to Jurien ond inland to
Meekatharra. Our story on page 10
takes Uou into Wildflower Country.

The rugged Pilbara landscape has
some hidden delights. On page 16, go
up hill to Hamersleg Range, then
doun Dales and other spectacular
gorges.
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Out now! Wildllowers are blooming in the uast
tracts of countr! north of Perth, especiallg in
northem sandplains and Murchison, which is
eJcperiencing o bumper uildllower seqson
following heauy winter rains. Philippa
Nikulinsku's illustrotion shows some of the
uildllouers for which WA is justly famous: the
splendid euerlasting, buttercup, red leschenaulti
Sturt's desert pea, catspau, uattle, natiae
wisterio, black kangaroo paw, flame pea, and a".
scaeaola - all couered in the newlg released
Wildflower Country. See page 10.
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