


ountains were once thought to
house evil spirits who hurled

rocks or avalanches of snow at anyone
who dared v€nture near them. ln the
mountains of Scotland people sti l l  claim
to see and hear the ghost of the Creat
Crey Man of Ben MacDhui, or Ferlas
Mor, as he is called in Gaelic. Some
Abor ig ina l  legends a lso  fea ture
mountains, though not necessarily with
evil spirits; the sleeping warrior in the
Stirling Range is a good example.

In time, mountains inspired artists,
poets, and eventually photographers. As
people began to test human limitations,
mountains became a new frontier in

adventure, leading many climbers to

their deaths. Today, mountains are
considered athing ofbeauty as well as an
unpredictable environment demanding
respect. People visit them to bushwalk,
rock-climb, study nature, photograph

the wilderness and even hang-glide.
The mountains of the South Coast

region of WestemAustralia are essentially
islands of remnant vegetation in a vast
ocean of sandplains and heathlands,
much of which has been cleared for
agriculture. Moreover, these'remnants'
have unique floral associations because
of their landform, climate and elevation
gradients.

Being geologically old, Western
Australia's small mountains arevery rich
in species, often much more so than the
mountain giants of the world. For

example, the Fitzgerald River National
Parkhas more plantspecies in itthanthe
whole of the British lsles, and a high
proportion ofspecies occur in the Barren
Ranges, a small group ofquartzite peaks

near the park's southern coastline. The

Stirling Range peaks have many plants

found nowhere  e lse ,  w i th  a  la rge
proportion of declared rare species and
species in need of special protection.

Among the better-known genera are the
mountain bells of the Darwinia, about
eight species ofwhich are endemic to the

Stirling Range, some found only on
specific peaks in the range.

Closer to the coast with its marine
influence, the Waychinicup National
Park, including Mt Manypeaks, has

almost the same floral diversity as the
Stirlings despite being only one-tenth
the area and a little over halfthe vertical
elevation range.

As well as a high degree of plant

b iod ivers i ty ,  Western  Aus t ra l ia 's
mountains contain populations of relic
Gondwanaland fauna. There is a limited
amount of research on invertebrates in
mountainous regions, but already
researchers such as Barbara York-Main
have established Gondwanan links for
one species ofspiderbetween the Stirling
Range, Madagascar and Africa. (For

information on other fauna of the

Stirlings, see LANDSCOPE, Wtnler
1991. )

WALKING A FINE LINE
While mountains appear strong and

t ime less ly  res i l ien t ,  they  can be
vulnerable. This is especially the case
wi th  the  mounta ins  o f  Western
Australia's south coast.

Thousands of walkers visit these
mountains each year. The most popular
places are peaks in the Stirl ing and
Porongurup Ranges, such as Bluff Knoll
andthe Devils Slide,with asteady trickle
ofvisitors to lesser-known areas sucb as
Mt Ragged, Peak Charles, Mt Manypeaks,
and the Barren Ranges of Fitzgerald River
National Park.

Human impact has affected these
natural areas in several ways; the
in t roduc t ion  o f  d ieback  d isease
(seven species of Pftytophthoral and the
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Photo - Michael Morcombe

I The roll ing contours of Mt
I Manypeaks (565 m) in the
I Waychinicup National Park
near Albany.
Photo - Michael Morcombe
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extremely labour-intensive; unlike road
construction,where there is ready access
to bulldozers, tip trucks, graders and
bitumen tankers, workers on mountain
paths have to use picks and shovels and
Shanks's Pony.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL
MOUNTAIN

CALM'sworktowards dieback control
and path repair in the south coastal
mounta ins is  increasingly  being
recognised at home and abroad. But
CALM needs public support. Donations
are always eagerly received; CALM offices
inAlbany and Esperance have established
Path Restoration Funds for the purpose.
And volunteers are warmly welcomed
into 'busy bees' on mountain paths.

This work must be done. Mountains
are special places, breathtaking and awe-
inspiring. But they are vulnerable
environments, and many ofthem are the
last stronghold for old, rare flora and
fauna. @

W H A T  I S  A  M O U N T A I N ?
The simple definition in the Concise Ot'ord

Dictionary is 'a large or high and steep hill'. Of
course the terms /arge, high andsteep arc rot
defined, and ifyou look up irl/ in the same
dictionary it is defined as a small mountain!

In pnctic€ you renlly have to look at local
definitions. In the Himalaya, for example,
where the peak rise to 8 848 m (29 028 ft),
mountains are genenlly required to have
summits above 6 100 m (20 000 ft) - anything
less than tiat is a mere footiill!

However, as there are hardly any
mountains elsewhere in the world higher than
6100 m ...

Rluff l{noll in prcfile - at 1073 m, this is the
highest peah ia south-uestem Aasbqlia,
Photo - Michael Morcombe
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I East Mt Barren (299 m) in the Fitzgerald
I River National Park. clearly showing the
I old wave-cut platform.

Photo - John Watson

I Early morning cloud on the Arrows,
I Stirl ing Range National Park.
I Pyungoorup (1060 m) is in the middle
distance and Ellens Peak (1012 m)

beyond.
Photo - John Watson
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The WA Museum is 100 gears old. It
houses a staggering four million
specimens of insects, marine onimals,
fish, birds, reptiles and frogs. Page 22.

Seuen species of microscopic dieback-
disease fungi are attacking WA\
unique wildflouers. See page 28.

How does WA's conseruation heritage
look to the people who look after it?
Tum to page 26 for some great
photographs from a recent competition
run for CALM staff.

CAROLYN THOMSON, STEVE HOPPER, GREG KEIGHEBY
AND PENNY HUSSEY

UP HILL, DOWN DALES
ALAN PAOGETT, STEPHAN FBITZ

COLLECTIONS OF A CENTURY
PATRICK BERRY

THB0UGH CALM EYES.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . .  26

WILDFLOWER KILLERS
BRYAN SHEAREF, RAY WILSON AND MIKE STUKELY 28

OF I/ISTS AND MOUNTAINS
JOHN WATSON

SPACE INVADERS OF A WEEDY KINDI
PENNY HUSSEY

PARADISE ON THE EDGE
TONY FRIENO

DRAWING THE
FOBERT POWELL

WILDFLOWER COUNTRY

A waae of colour is spreading from
Shork BaA to luien and inland to
Meekqtharra- Our storg on page l0
tokes you into Wildllower Country.

The rugged Pilbara landscape has
some hidden delights. On page 16, go
up hill to Hamersle| Range, then
doum Dales and other spectacular
gofges.
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Out now! Wldllowers are blooming in the oast
tracts of countrg north of Perth, especiall| in
northem sandplahs and Murchison, which is
experiencing a bumper wildflower season
following heaug winter rains. Philiwa
Nikulinskg's illustration shous some of the
wildllowers for uhich WA is justlg famous: the

Sturt's desert pea, catspau, uattle, natioe .,,
uisteria, black kangaroo paw, llame pea, and 1Y
scaeuola - all couered in the newly released
Wildflower Country. See page 10-
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