
There is no shortage of hot
water  a t  the  o ld  s ta t ion
homestead in the recently
d e c l a r e d  F r a n e o i s  P e r o n
National Park. Now used as a
recrea t iona l  spa ,  the  ho t
artesian bore water was once
essential tothe survival of Peron
Station.

Peron Peninsula l ies within
t h e  C a r n a r v o n  B a s i n ,  a
geological structure lacking
permanentf resh surface water.
I n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 0 0 s ,  w h e n
pastoral stations such as Peron
were  es tab l i shed,  sha l low
beach we l ls  were  bu i l t  to
prov ide  ground water  o f

IN HOT WATER

marginal quality for stock. In
the early 1900s, most of the
wells became redundant as
artesian bores were put down
to provide a greater quantity
and qualityof water. Over 1 00
bores have been built for
pastoral use in the Carnarvon
Basin.

Ar tes ian  ground water
exists, under pressure, in the
s a n d s t o n e  b e l o w  a n
impenetrable layer of shale.

The pressure is created
because the point where the
coastal bore meets the artesian
wateris deeperthan the source
of the groundwater further

i n l a n d .  W h e n  a  b o r e  i s
established, dri l l ing continues
untilwater isforced by pressure
to the surface.

The Peron hom es tead
ar tes ia  n  bore  was dr i l led
between September 1 922 and
luly 1923, to a depth of 542
metres. The 44-degree Celsius
water flows at a rate of five
litres per second or 432 000
litres perday. As thewater has
been allowed to flow freely
over the years there has been
a gradual decline in pressure
and flow rate. When Peron
was run as a station, thewater
was pumped f rom the reservoir

tank  by  th  ree
windmi l l s  to  n ine
wate  r in  g  po in  ts
loca ted  in  f i ve
different directions.
E lsewhere  on  the
s ta t ion ,  w indmi l l s
were useo ro pump
water l2 kilometres
from the bore, The
station's f ive artesian
bores  p  rov ided
water  fo r  up  to
l7  000 sheep.

T h e  u n u s u a l
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
artesian water and a
reservoir tank at the
Peron homestead is
a  un ique cu l tu ra l
feature for the new
park and provides a

g  l impse o f  the  p ioneer ing
history of the north. CALM'5
development plans for the
homestead wil l highlight the
feature, allowing the public to
experience a semi-natural hot
spa.

Left: The artesian bore at the
old homestead on Frangok
Peron National Park uill be
deueloped for public use.
Photo - Ron Shepherd

Belowt An artesian bore on
Nanga Station aas built in the
1920s.
Photo - Bill Bachman

Bottom: The Peron artesian
bore is a aam 44"C.
Photo Maion White
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When Eurwean scientists first set foot
on our shores they found o bewildering
arraq of animals and plants. Peron the
Explorer takes an intimate look at the
Frmch scientist whose name liues in
Westem Australia's newest national
park. See page 20.

Seagrass couers 3 700 square
kilometres of the ocean lloor around
Shark Bag- Crasses of the Se4 on page
42, takes us on a joumey through
these underwater me^dows.
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Greefl turtles (Chelonia mydas) /fte
commonest turtles found along our
coast, begin to congregate in the
waters of Shark Bag hom the end of
Julg. The Bay is the southemmost
nesting area for these long-liued
animals- DurW summer, female green
turtles IaU their eggs on the white
sandg beaches of Bemier, Dorre and
Dirk Hartog Islands, and occasionallg
at the northem tip of Peron Peninsula.
Illustration bu Philiwa Nikulinsfu .
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This tour of the Cascogne's desert
coast guides gou through Shark Bag
and WA's neuest national park. See
page 10-

Close to uhere the fictional Gulliuer is
belieued to haue been shipwrecked liues
one of the world's oldest organisms.
Lilliput's Castleg on page 34, dNcribes
the creatures and the ecosystem theg
haue built.

At frrst glance, Shark Bag is dry, arid
and inhospitable. But if you look more
closely gou discoaer rls Hidden
Treasures. See page 16.

unosmpt 3




