
Up to  6  000 mar ine  tu r t les
inhabit the waters of Shark
Bay. Most are green turtles.

Congregat ions  o f  tu r t les
may be seen in Shark Bayfrom
the end o f  Ju ly ,  a l though the
start of the breeding season is
usually later. At mating time,
m a l e s  c l u s t e r  a r o u n d  a n d
c o m p e t e  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l
f e m a l e s ,  w h  i c h  i n  e v i t a  b l y
breed w i th  more  than one
male .  Wi th in  a  shor t  t ime the
female lays her first eggs on
the beach, repeating this on a
fortnightly basi5 up to six or
even e igh t  t imes.

Du r ing  summer ,  female
green tu r t les  lay  the i r  eggs  on
the white sandy beaches of
Bernier, Dorre, and Dirk Hartog
ls lands ,  and occas iona l l y  a t  the
northern tip of Peron Peninsula.
Th is  i s  the  southern  I im i t  o f
green turtle nesting in Western
Aust ra l ia .

The loggerhead tu  r t le ,
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m o s t
endangered turtle that nests
in the Australian region, is also
found in the waters of Shark
Bay At present it is estimated
that only 300 to 500 females
n e s t  a n n u a l l y  i n  W e s t e r n
A u s t r a l i a ,  p r e d o m i n a n t l y
b e t w e e  n  S h a r k  B a y  a n d
E x m o u t h  C u l f .  T h e  s a  n d y
beaches of Turtle Bay, at the
northern end of Dirk Hartog
ls land,  a re  among the  few key
nesting sites in WA. lt is thought
t h a t  b e t w e e n  l 0  a n d  2 0
fernales nest there each night
a t  the  peak  o f  the  summer
5ea50n.

While as few as 300 to 500
f e m a l e  l o g g e r h e a d s  a r e
estimated to nest in WA each
y e a r ,  t h e  a d u l t  f e m a l e
population could be three to
t o u r  t i m e s  t h i s  n u m b e r
Ind iv idua l females  do  no t  nes t
every year. They commonly
'5kip severalyears, with some
p e r h a p s  n o t  r e t u r n i n g  f o r
5even years or more.

I n t o r m a t i o n  f r o m  r e c -
r e a t i o n a  I  y a c h t s m e n  a n d
fishers, anchoring overnight
in the lee shore of Turtle Bay,
has indicated that loggerhead
nesting was active there dufing
the  summer  o l  1990 1991.
Othe r  yac  h  tsme n  moored
there over Easter l99l saw
large  numbers  o f  ha tch l ings
emerge frorn the beach and
head for the open water.

lden t i f y ing  mar ine  tu r t le
species is easiest when the
temales  come ashore  du f ing
the nesting season To date,
the most reliable way to gain
accurate identif ication is to take

c l o s e  u p  p h o l o g r a p h s  a n d
s e n d  t h e m  t o  C A L M  f o r
cont i rmat ion . *

The Western  Aus l ra  l ia  n
Marine Turtle Project run by
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
C o n s e f v a t i o n  a n d  L a n d
Management  (CALM)  a ims to
increase know edge of marine
tur t le  popu la t lons  in  our  par t
o f  the  wor ld ,  and o f  the i r
conservation needs. Research
to determine the significance
ot the WA nesting sites to the
surv iva l  o f  the  endangered
loggerhead spec ies  is  most
impor tan t .  Th is  fesea rch  is
particularly diff icult because of
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the isolat ion of nesting sites.
To  da te ,  pub l i c  ass i s tance ,
p a  r t i c  u  l a  r l y  f r o m  t h e
r e c r e a t i o n a l  f i s h  i n g  a n d
yach t i ng  commun i t i es ,  has
been extremely irnportant to
researche15 compil ing the data

*Leaflets which include
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  l o
i den t i l y  spec ies  a re  ava i l ab le
to anyone who is keen to
assist.  For rnore inlorrnal ion
contact the Supervisor of the
M a r i n e  T u r t l e  R e s e a r c h
project, DrBob Prince, orthe
5en  i o r  Techn i ca  O f f  i ce . ,
A n d y  W i l l i a m s ,  o n  ( 0 9 )
405  5100 ,  o r  s ta f l  a t  any
CALM Dislr ict Off ice
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When Eurwean scientists first set foot
on our shores they found o bewildering
arraq of animals and plants. Peron the
Explorer takes an intimate look at the
Frmch scientist whose name liues in
Westem Australia's newest national
park. See page 20.

Seagrass couers 3 700 square
kilometres of the ocean lloor around
Shark Bag- Crasses of the Se4 on page
42, takes us on a joumey through
these underwater me^dows.
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Greefl turtles (Chelonia mydas) /fte
commonest turtles found along our
coast, begin to congregate in the
waters of Shark Bag hom the end of
Julg. The Bay is the southemmost
nesting area for these long-liued
animals- DurW summer, female green
turtles IaU their eggs on the white
sandg beaches of Bemier, Dorre and
Dirk Hartog Islands, and occasionallg
at the northem tip of Peron Peninsula.
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This tour of the Cascogne's desert
coast guides gou through Shark Bag
and WA's neuest national park. See
page 10-

Close to uhere the fictional Gulliuer is
belieued to haue been shipwrecked liues
one of the world's oldest organisms.
Lilliput's Castleg on page 34, dNcribes
the creatures and the ecosystem theg
haue built.

At frrst glance, Shark Bag is dry, arid
and inhospitable. But if you look more
closely gou discoaer rls Hidden
Treasures. See page 16.
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