
Following the success in
the United States of sales of
special issue stamps to raise
funds for the preservation of
wetlands, a similar program is
providing funds for wetlands
conservation in Australia.

Managed by theAustralian
Wildlife Fund, the Australian
Federal duck stamp was first
commissioned to validate the
entrance permit to Kakadu
National Park. The innovative
design of the ticket, with stamp
fixed and cancelled, has itself
become popu lar  w i th
collectors.

Each year 's  p rog  ram
commences w i th  the
commissioning of a painting
of a waterfowl subiect. Both
the stamps (which must have
an official fiscal function), and
the limited edition prints are
produced for sale from the
selected painting.

Earlier this year, Western
Australia's Department of
Conserva t ion  and Land
Management (CALM) became
the first State conservation
authority to adopt the stamp,
making it mandatory for use

on national park annual passes
to be introduced in 1992.

The stamp is marked by an
overprint, reading:

w.  A.  c  .A.  L.M.
MANDATORY FOR UsE
ON NATIONAL PARK

ANNUAL PA55

The Australian Federal duck
stamp issue is now in its third
year. The 1989 issue was
designed by celebrity US artist
Dan Smith, and the 1990 issue
by US multi.award -winning
artist Jim Hautman.

Both of these artists are
recent winners of the US
Federal Duck Stamp ArtAward,
the most prestigious of all US
Wildlife Art contests.

The 1991 stamp, issued
September 30, is the work of
New zealand-born Queens-
land artist, P Brent Harvey,

winner of the $50 o00 first
prize in the l99l lames Hardie
Wildlife Art Prize.

The il lustration of this
stamp shows the overprint in
place, although stamps may
be obtained with or without
the overprint.

Duck  s tamps,  and the
combination duck stamp and
print are a component in a
growing  nexus  be tween
wildlife art and conservation,
w i th  co l lec to rs  ab le  to
accumulate a collection of
some of the most beautiful
and interesting issues available
today.

In the United States, 400
million duckstampdollars have
financed the preservation of
nearly four million acres of
wetland refuges.

ln Australia, proceedsfrom
duck stamps are directed
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toward wetlands conservation
proiects through the Australian
National Parks and wildlife
Service which disburses them
to appropriate proiects in all
States and Territories.

CALM enjoys a direct and
substantial proportion of all
income ra ised by the
overprinted issue including the
worldwide sale of the mint
overprinted stamps.

The mint  overpr in ted
stamp and the regular
Australian duck stamps may
be obtained by completing
the order form inserted with
this issuefordirectsupplyfrom
The Australian Wildlife Fund,
PO Box 653. North sydne,
NSW 2059, Telephone (02)
957 3304- Duck stamps are
also stocked by City Models,
1 3-15 PiccadillyArcade, Perth,
W4 6000, Telephone (09) 321
4339 - The WA mint
overprinted stamp is available
from CALM State operational
headquarters, 50 Hayman
Road,  Como, WA 61 52.
Tefephone 364 0331.

The community benefits
immeasurably  f rom the
preservation of wetlands. An
essential component of our
envi ronment ,  wet la  nd
ecosystems provide habitatf or
many species of Plants and
animals,  are important  in
maintainingwaterqualit, and
are valued as important areas
for recreation.

The purchase of the duck
stamps provides an oppor-
tunityforevery citizen to fliake
a smal l  investment  in  an
enormous endeavour - the
preservation of our natural
heritage.
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A LAND OF LIZABDS
ERIC R, PIANKA

WEBS OF THE FOREST
ALAN WALKER

POSSUM IN PERIL
GORDON FBIEND

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF GILES
STEVE HOPPER

SHE'LL BE RIGHT, MATEI
BOB COOPER AND DAVID GOUGH

KING LEOPOLD'S TREASURES
NOR[4 MCKENZIE, KEVTN KENNEALLY, CHRTS DONE
AND TIM GRIFFIN

IN SEARCH OF THE PERFECT PINE
DAVID GOUGH

28

Each gear more people seek
uildemess experiences, but manu are
unprepared for the difliculties theu
might encounter. Leom about thi
basics of outbock sofety and bushctaft
on page 35-
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Botanists search for a eucalgpt last
seen bg Gila in his escpedition across
WA deserts I 15 uears aoo-
See page 28.

Austrolia is a land of lizards - touoh
conpetitors euolaing amid spinifq(
and wildfrres in the Greot Victoria
Desert. Tum to page 10.

Straight and uigorous pines don'l aroa
bg accident. Years of research and
breeding haae gone into producing lhe
perlect pine. See page 49.
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Will the honeg possum become a
secondarA aictim of dieback
disease? See page 22.

The ting honey possum (larsipes
roslratus), seqn in our couer
ittustralion bg Philirya Nikulinsku,
feeds almost exclusiuel! on nectar and
pollm, Houeuer, most of its
important food plants are threatened

diebock disease, See stor! on page 22.
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