
ABORIGINAL LIAISON OFFICER JOINS CALI{

The Depa r tment  o f
C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  L a n d
Management  (CALM)  has
appointed one of itsAboriginal
employees to l iaise with south-
west Aboriginal PeoPle.

Noel Nannup has sPent
two and a half years studying
cultural heritage management
in canberra.

Before this he worked for
n ine  years  as  a  ranger - ln -
charge, including seven Years
at Ceikie Corge National Park
and two years at Mil lstream
National Park.

The position wil l be based
a t  N a r r o g i n  i n  C A L M ' s
Wheatbelt region, but Noel
wil lalso have respon5ibil i tY for
Aboriginal issues on CALM
managed land in the Central
Forest, Southern Forest, and
South Coast regions.

A newly released CALM
rcport, Aboriginal Activities ond
Nature Conservotion in the

South-West  o f  Weste  rn
Austrolio, has found that "a lot
of work is needed to resolve
issues of mutual interest to
CALM and Nyungars".

For instance, the report
found that NYungar culture ls
sti l l  very much alive and that
N y u n g a r s  s t i l l  h a v e  a n
enormous amount  o f  bush
knowledge.

" H u n t i n g ,  c a  m  P  l n 9 ,
gathering plants and taking
kids to the bush to learn about
N y u n g a r  c u l t u r e  a r e  s t i l l
common, " Noel said. "ManY

of these activit ie5 take placeon
land managed by CALM and
other Crown land."

O v e  r a  l l ,  t h e  r e P o r t
recommended that CALM and
south-west  peop le  shou ld
work  c  loser  together  to
improve nature conservation
and give Aborigines greater
access to some Crown land.

"We have to learn how
CALM can meet Aboriginal
needs in the bush and at the
s a  m e  t i m e  i m P r o v e  i t s

management  o f  na ture
conservation reserves," he said.

One poss ib i l i t y  i s  tha t
CALM and Nyungar PeoPle
c o u l d  i o i n t l y  c o n d u c t
education courses on wildlife
and ecology. Another is that
Nyungar people could helP
cu l l  kangaroos  f rom areas
where farmers need to reduce
kangaroo numbers; kangaroo
meat is sti l l  an imPortant Part
of the Nyungar peoPle's diet.

The study recommends

The new Aboriginal liaison
officel for the Department of
Conseruation and Land
M anag ement, Noe I Nannuq.
Photo Tangia M(Lrted

thatCALM seeks to clarify laws
relating to Aboriginal use,
including hunting, of Crown
and CALM-managed lands.

The Department wil l also
investigate and try to develoP
employment  oppor tun l t les
f o r  N y u n g a r  P e o P l e  I n

conServa t ion  reserveS and
State forest.

During his l irst year, Noel
wil l concentrate on describing
and protectingAboriginal sites,
and liaising with Aboriginal
groups.

Noel wil l undertake work
in  communi ty  (Par t i cu la r ly
school) education and liaison
and he wil l also ParticiPate in
a project aimed at recording
ora l  h is to ry  o f  Abor ig  ina  I
culture and Dryandra.

Th is  magn i f i cen t  P ink-
flowering jarrah (EucolYPtus
morginota) was first found in

the Dale State forest 15 Years
ago by Mr cordon Kealley, a
commercial beekeePer from
Maida Vale.
Photo - Ipe Allan

Last summer the iarrah
Iorest had the best general
flowering throughoutthe State
fo r  about  ten  Years  and
beekeepers  P  rod  u  ced
substantial quantit ies of iarrah
honey and pollen.

Mr Kealley found the tree
flowering again thi5 Year while
working his beehives in the
Dale area. He was so imPressed
with the tree and its Pink
flowers that he contacted Mr
L e e  A l l a  n ,  t h e  S e n i o r
Ap icu l tu ra l i s t  w i th  the
Department of Agriculture,
who took this PhotograPh
while thetreewas in fullbloom.

This pink-flowering form
w o u l d  m a k e  a  b e a u t i f u l

addition to home gardens and
parks iI propagated bY tissue
culture techniques. Associate
Professor Jen Mccomb, of
Murdoch University, and Dr
lan Bennett, of Edith Cowan
University, are enthusiastic
about this prosPect and have
init iated research on the tissue
culture of the plant.

The pink-flowering iarrah,
l ike pink-flowering marri, is
extremelyuncommon, butnot
unique. Other pink-f lowering
jarrah trees have been rePorted
at Forrestfield, before the area
was developed for housing,
and WA foresters have noted
many other specimens in the
forest over the Years.
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Painted ladies, northem admirals,
southem admirals and Westetn
Australion skippers - not the stuff of a
sailor's dream, but all members of the
buttefig familg. See page .

Our natiue animals are preU to
introduced species. While baiting giues
them a fighting chance, scientists are
Iooking for more long-tern, humane
solutions. See page 16-

The bilbg has mang names, including
ninu ond dalgyte. Ninu Magic tells /re
story of this shg animal ond ik
retnarkable suruiaal skills. See page ,13.
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You don'l haae Io go far hom Pe h to
mjog the peace and quiet of the bush.
The forcst k right on our doorstep.
See page 10.

The increase of bitths in captioitg for
cockatoos seemed promising, but uas
it related to the upsurge in
'birfumwing' in the uild? To Catch a
Thief erplains how formsic erperts
wtratnlled the mgstery. See page 28.

The redlailed black cockatoo
(Calyptorhynchus magnificusJ 13 oare of
ssueral ackatoos natiae to Westem
Australia. These spectaculat birds nest
in tree hollows and can be found in the
woodlands and grasslands of the south-
uest of Westem Austrolia.
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