
ENDANGERED!

The dwarf bee orchid is one of

Western Australia's rarest plants. This

donkeyorchid is so rare, and its habitat
so rest r ic ted,  that  i t  remained
undiscovered until 1 974when Andrew
Brown and Warren stoutemire found

it in a single winter wet swamp in the

Perth metropolitan area. Since then

the dwarf bee orchid has been

thoroughly surveYed.  Western
Australian Native Orchid Society
members have also conducted several

dwarf bee orchid foraYs, but no new
populat ions have been fou nd '

Consequently, it was declared as rare

flora in 1989, and in 1991 David Jones
of the National Botanic Gardens
named the species Diuris micrantho'

Seen above right with its nearest
relative, thecommon beeorchid, Diuris
microntho is distinguished byits small,
pale yellow flowers, and shorter
labellum midlobe. lt is a clump-
forming sPecies,  and in  ear lY

September Produces uP to a dozen
inflorescences in a cluster'

Donkev orchids abound in winter
wet areas ihroughout the south-west,
and not surprisingly 27 species have

evolved in Western Australia. But as

four are rare, Diuris micrantho was

selected to represent the genus in a

ioint Department of Conservation and

Land Management  (CALM) and

Australian National Park and Wildlife
Service "Rare Orchid" proiect. Other
species included in this proiect were

the underground o tchid (Rhizonthe d

gord4eri), the glossyJeafed hammer
orchid (Drokoea elosfico), the elegant

spider orchid (Colodenio elegans) and

the Cape sPider orchid (Calodenio

coesorio subsP. ma riti mq).
The rare orchids are being studied

at the Western Australian Herbarium,
and results show that the number of

Diuris micranthq has decreased since
its discoverY' In 1987 a wildfire
devastated 10 per cent of the orchid
site, killing many plants, and by 1990

a further 26 Per cent of the site had

been destroyed by recreational motor-

cyc l is ts .  ln  resPonse,  CALM
implemented management strategies
to reduce the risk of fire, and motor-
cycle traffic has since been diverted
from the orchid site.

Cenetic studies indicate that if the
present population size is maintained,
Diuris mi(ontho col.rjd perpetuate itself

wi thout  the need for  human
intewention.

Steps are being taken to make the

Diuris microntho site a nature reserve,
but ultimately the survival of this

species probablydepends on land use
in its immediate vicinity. lf for any
reason the water table dtops, by only

a few centimetres, Diuris microntho
might soon become extinct.
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Painted ladies, northern admirah,
southem afunirab and Westem
Australiott skippers - not the sluff of a
sailor's dream, but all membels of the
butterllg fanilA. See page 23.
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You don't haae to go far hom Perth to
enjo! the peace and quiet of the bush.
The forest is right on our doorstep.
See page 10.

The inctease of births in mptiaity for
cockatoos seemed promising, but uas
it related to the upsurge in
'birtuapping' in the wdldl To Catch a
Thief erplairc how forcnsic expeis
unra&lled the mystery. See page 28.

Our natiae animak are prey to
introduced specix. While baiting giues
them a fighting chance, rcimtists are
looking for more long-tem, humane
solutions. See page 16.

The bilby has mang nama, including
ninu and dalg|te. Ninu Magic te11s 1re
story of this shg animal and its
remarkable sumiaal skills- See page ,t3.
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The red-tailed black ackatoo
(Cafyptorhynchus magnifrcns) is one of
se\eral cockatoos natiae to Wesfum
Australia. These spectaadar birds nest
in tree hollous and can be found in the
woodlands and grasslands of the south-
uest of Westem Australia.
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