
Tabby or not
Tabby

F  a  s t e r  t h a n  a
s p e e d i n g  . . .  m o r e
powerfu l  than. . .  ab le
to leap long distances at
a s ingle bound.  Look up in
the . . .  ls  i t  a  p lane? ls  i t  a  b i rd?
No i t 's . . . .  a  cat .

Yes, there is probably no
finer urban antic than your
cat... purr-fect in everyway. .,!

$1 ea ters ,  sk i l l fu l
\ \ t \  h u n t e r s  t h a t

t l  I t  ]  m o v e  s w i f t l v
,Y\,\\l ""0 quietry on

The neighbours have -
a  c a t  c a l l e d  M o g ,  a
loving, cuddly fur-ball,
that provides continual
entertainment and com-
panionship for his adopted family,
day in and day out.

This particular day, Mog had been
forced (because of a huge lunch) to
spend an hour in front of the lounge
room fire, pretending to be a Persian
rug on a Persian rug.

Sudden ly ,  as  i f  by  some a l ien
command, Mog sprang lo his feet,
meowed and rubbed his body on the
nearest human leg, which resulted in
an open door. For a while he stood
there, his yellow baleful eyes with
their repti l ian-like pupils staring into
space. Then he was off, the world was
at his feet, it was time to be a real cat.

Wi th in  th ree  hours  Mog had
returned at least six t imes with the
gory remnants of two wattle birds, a
dove, a small bobtailed skink, half a rat
and a l ive traumatised frog. Mog's
owners weren't too put ouu they
s c o o p e d  u p  t h e  t r o p h i e s  a n d
despatched them as though it was a
daily event, and I think it was.

There are abol,t three mill ion pet

54,.nnurrurr:

cats and probably an
equal number of feralcats in Australia.
So you can imagine the number of
animals being destroyed, particularly
where unwanted kittens have beerr
dumped by uncaring owners and left
to  go  w i ld .

Scientists believe cats evolved from
a smal l  wease l - l i ke  an ima l  ca l led
Miacis, which l ived more than 50
mill ion years ago. Members of the cat
family first appeared about 40 mill ion
years ago/ and the domestic cat of
today is a direct descendant of an
African wildcat that the Egyptians
tamed - possibly as early as 3500 BC.

The Egyptians, Romans and Creeks
valued cats for their abil ity to control
rodents ,  w i th  the  ca t  eventua l l y
becoming a sacred animal in Egypt.
Artists of the Orient admired the
beauty and mystery of the cat, whilst
those in Europe considered cats a
symbol of evil.

Domestic cats share many charac-
teristics of their wild relatives; l ions,
tigers and leopards. They are meat

padded feet.
The un ique w i ld l i fe  o f

the Australian continent
evolved without cats.

Regrettably, they must
now be regarded
as an established
a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t
member  o f  the

Aust ra l ian  mammal  fauna.
To help maintain populations of

our rare and unique fauna, there is a
need for cats to be registered and for
a l l  bu t  i i censed breeders 'an ima ls  to
be desexed. A further need is for
research into the control of feral cats.

IOHN HUNTER

DID YOU KNOW?

. Cats haue the same basic skeleton
and intemal organs qs human
beings.

o Unlike mang animal5 a cat ualks
bU mouing the front and rear legs
on one side of its bodU at the
same time and then the legs on
the other side. Hence it seens to
glide.

c When a cot falls, it uhips its tail
and tuists its bodu, always
landing on its feet.

I
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Small and shg and quite unlike their
exotic, urban cousins, high climbing
rodents liae throughoul lhe Kimberleg.
See poge 10.

His name is connected with plants and
places around Australia. He was
interested in eaerAthing from
Aboriginal cusloms to the size of trees.
Read about AMan of Science on
page 16-

The uarious groups of Aboriginol
peopb around the Swon Riuer liued in
harmong with the seasons.
See page 28.

Leam about the inuedible aorietg of
orchids in the Stirling Range.
See page 36.
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Once it uas a traditional battleground
for Aboriginal people. Today the
competition is betueen sailboarders
whib families of picnickers look on.
See page 23-
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The mang coloured orchrd (Caledonia
polychroma ) is well named. Aside from
the rich pinks therc are clumps of lemon
gellow and pure white. The orchid is
found in the low areas of the
Range, preferring wondoo and
uoodlands. While most uears tuoodlands. While most Aears its oibranl
flowers can be seen, it flouers best after
frre. The illustration is bg Phillipa
Nikulinskg.
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