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Pr ick ly  honeYsuck le  (Lomber t io

echinoto subsp. echinoto) is one ofwestern

Australia's rarest plants. lt was first

collected in 1 802 by Robert Brown, the

English botanist attached to Matthew

Flinders' voyage. lt is still only known

from the same collecting area within the

Cape Lecrand NationalPark, which is on

the south coast of Western Australia east

of Esperance.
In 1980, the sPecies was gazetted as

"declared rareflora" because of its extreme

rarity. Unfortunately since then, extenstve

survey work has not revealed any

additional areas of distribution.
Prickly honeYsuckle is one of ten

species of Lamberlio to be found in

Western Australia. lt is a many-branched

shrub about one metre tall and is

distinguished by its characteristic spiny

leaves and attractive pink-red flowers. lt

most  c lose lY  resembles  Lomber t ia
propinquo, whose taxonomy is under

review and which may become a

subspecies of L. echinota. This new

subspecies has a more widesPread

distribution around Albany and it difters
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in having yellowflowers and smaller, less

divided leaves.
When not  in  f lower ,  Pr ick ly

honeysuckle can be hard to spot because

in the scrub where it is found, its leaves

superficially resemble the associated

species prickly dryandta (Dryandro

ormato).
Although protected within the Cape

Le Grand NationalParl! the honeysuckle,

as a member of the Proteaceae family, is

highly susceptible to dieback disease,

caused by Phytophthoro cinnamomi.
Dieback is found in the park and poses a

grave dangerto this extremely restricted

species.
Hopefully, other populations will be

found.
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Tuentu-three captiae-bred chuditch
were recatlg released in the lulimar
forest in an attemDt to establish a neu
population. Ihe story of the 'Retum of
the Chuditch' is on page 10.

'Back in the Outback' (page 34) follows
the trail of endangered marnmah
recently reintroduced into the Gibson
Desert Aom Baffou Is,
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In a retnote comer of the Gibson
Desert lia Lake Gregory, a
birdwatcher's parcdise. See page 16.

A silmt uorkforce of aohmteers assist
CAl,luI uith a multitude of projects.
Colin Ingram tells us more about these
'Volunteers for Nature' on page 28.

The urban cat aies aith ik feral cot6in
and the fox for top spot in the predator
stakes. See 'Masterlg Maraudet' on
page 20.

The chuditch fDasyurus geoflioit
was once found in euery State and
Tetitory of mainland Australia.
Nou it is only found in the iarrah
forest and oarts of the southem
uheatlbelt in the south-uest of WA -
about tuo Wcent of its former
range.

The illustration b bu Philiwa
Nikulinska.
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