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A rare eucalypt has been
red iscovered near  Mount
Lindesay - situated on the
Denmark River, in the State's
south-west - nearly 33 years
after forester Barney White
collected itduring earlytimber
assessments of the area.

Theyet-unnamed eucalypt
is a smooth-barked forest tree
that grows up to 20 metres in
he igh t  and has  a f f in i t ies
with Lane-Poole's eucalypt
(Eucolyptus lanepoolei), a
smal le r  t ree  o f  b roken
distribution along thewestern
scarp of the Darling Range
and between Jurien Bay and
Cing in .

Its habitat, among granite
outcrops bordering karri and
jarrah forest near creek lines,
d i f fe rs  f rom Lane-Poo le 's
euca lyp t  wh ich  occurs  in
woodlands and shrublands
more than 300 kilometres to
the north.

i--_\,
\ _ /

: . -  7  . -  
- ; -

)  \ -  ^  - t - -

I . : ! '

?,

I t

Th e stand was rediscovered
by  Grant  Warde l l -Johnson
dur ing  h is  fami ly 's  recent
Christmas holiday. A separate
stand was also found further
up the Denmark River by Basil
Schur, one of a group of
dedicated local people eager
to  fos te r  env i ron  menta  I
awareness among the local
community.

"Basil, Barneyand I recently
visited another site of this
species discovered by Basil on
farmland near Denmark. This
sitewas believed to be planred,
but a large coppice of long-
burnt-out stumps suggest the
trees are very old and from a
natural stand," Crant said,

"The southern edge of the
south-west forest is very
species-rich, but the Mount
Lindesay area is exceptional.
This has been recognised in
CALM's recommendations for
its national park status, which

had their beginnings in land
use plans that Barney helped
formulate many years ago.

"Barneyrecognised the link
between the  dry  eas tern
woodlands and shrublands,
and the wetforests ofthe karri
region. Manyplantsareoutliers
here, or are found only in this
area, and can give us clues to
the prehistoric environmental
influences and patterns of the
area. These large forest trees
are no exception."

The now-retired Barney
said that late in 1960, when he
was officer-in-charge of the
then Fores ts  Depar tment
Shannon Division, he headed
a party working on access
track. During the track site
selection process a great deal
of the bush had to be covered
on foot. lt was during this
phase of the work that the
eucalypt was discovered at
Mount Lindesay, which fell

Blosmm of rediscouered
eucalgpt.

The rediscoueled eucalry t.

Bamey White takes a closer look
at the rediscouered eucalgpt-
Photos - Clant Wardell-Johnson

within the Shannon Division.
"We cou ld  te l l  Mount

Lindesaywas a special place, a
place apart," Barney said.

"We noted the tim ber
values were not high, but
taking into account the water
resources and the richness of
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w e
recognised it as a splendid
wilderness.

"ln thecourse of ourtravels
we took  no te  o f  so i l s ,
topography, the condition of
the forest and any otherforest
v a l u e s  p l u s  u n u s u a l
occurrences, so itwas exciting
for me to discover a eucalypt
I had not seen before."
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'Where there's lire there's smoke'. We
look at one of the lesser knoum and
misunderstood products of bushlires
on page 10.

The disappearance of the Zuytdorp
remained a mysterv for many years.
The story of its rediscouery ond the
formation of the Zuqtdorp Nzture
Resene is on page 42.
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Banksiqs and blackbogs are normallg
associated uith the sandplaira of the
coast and uheatbelt rather than the
Great Victoria Desert. See pqge 22.

The mountairc of the Stirling Range
are a refuge harbouring manq ancient
species of spidets. Spider expert
BarbarL York Main shows us some of
them on page 28-

A new book, Perth Outdoors, ar'ms /o
encourage people to get outdoors and
enjo! nature and to leam more about
Perth's unique natural communities.
See page 35-

The palisade spider (Neohomogona
sLirlingi) is endemic to the Stirling and
Porcngurup Ranges. It builds a shallow
burrow with an open mtrance
sunounded bg a palisade, or collar of
leaues and hdgs, uhich maa project
seuercl centimetres aboue the ground or
Iitter.

The illustration is bv Philippa
Nikulinsku.
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