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GUILS, GULLS, GUTLS
"Thick as flies," the old bloke

muttered through clenched teeth.
"Once you could turn your back

on'em fora second, but now it's a sure
way to lose your bait, your lunch, your
fishin' spot and your bleedin'cool."

I thought for a moment. He was
right. Whether it's the Hay Street Mall
in Perth, ordodging theflocks on Lake
Monger Drive, there are a lot more
gulls now than there used to be.

The s i lver  gul l  (Larus
novaehollandiae) is often wrongly
called a seagull, butgulls are essentially
shorebi rds.  (Most  seabi rds,  l ike
penguins, albatross and petrels return
to the land only to breed.)

Equallyat home in city par|(s, inland
river systems, rubbish dumps and
coastal beaches, most silver gulls in
Western Australia are found in the
south-west of the State. They breed
on about 100 islands around the
coastline, mostly in small colonies.
Around centres of human habitation
however, the colonies have exploded.

lslands near Perth where increases
have occurred inc lude those in
Shoalwater  Bay (Penguin ls land) ,
Carnac and islets around Rottnest.
Elsewhere, numbers have increased
on Creen lslet (Oyster Harbour,
Albany) and Lancelin lsland. There are
also indications ofincreases on Pilbara
islands.

Around Australia, most gull species
nest once a year, but because of Perth's
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c l i m a t e ,
localsilver gulls more

often lay two eggs in both spring and
autumn. The availability of freshwater
lakes and reservoi rs  around the
metropolitan area helps the gulls
survive during hot summers.

Silver gulls eat almost anything
and their diet varies greatly with
locality. They feed naturally on dead
fish, plankton and crustaceanswashed
up in beached seaweed. However,
research has shown that  a h igh
proportion of gulls'food now consists
of fried chicken, sausages and bread.

Unfor tunate ly ,  the g reat
adaptability of silver gulls to human
environments-especiallyopen rubbish
tips - and the bad habits of people
hand-feeding them with food scraps,
have seen this bird develop into an
urban nuisance and have made the
naturally aggressive gull even bolder.

Local recreation grounds and
picnic spots are often turned into gull
begging sites with squabbling, noisy
free-for-alls. Other places are simply
spoiled by the sheer numbers of gulls
present.

On Rottnest lsland and City Beach,
gulls have attacked children and adults
either to extort food or because a
loafing flock has had its section of the
beach disturbed. Some metroDolitan
swimming pools have been 'poo-

l u t e d ' b y  w a i t i n g  f l o c k s ,  w h i l e
vegetation on small islands has been
taken for nesting material, causing
concern about wind erosion.

- The silver gull is a majestic bird
and its cohabitation with humans has
always brought pleasure to all. To
retrieve that natural balance and
tolerant situation in our towns and
cities, where gulls once existed in
scattered small groups, local govern-
ments, corporations and individuals
must not feed the wild animals!

Do the gulls a favour - wrap your
unwanted fish and chips and putthem
in the bin, and Jonathon Livingston
Seagull may again soar in effortless
f l ight ,  to  be admired and not
admonished.

JOHN HUNTER

DID YOU KNOW?

. Gulh are migratory birds and
become regalar residents of
pa icular places, Ieauing onlg to
breed and retuming gear after
uear. Some 80 000 eJdst in
Westem Australia.

o Seasonalla, tlock of siber gulk
uill aenhrre inland in a feeding
frenzg oaer suburban areas, to
feast on suarms of llAing ants-

. Immature gulls haae broum eyes,
legs and bills. Adults haue white
eAes uith a red ege-ring and scarlet
bill and bgs. Ang group of siluer
gulls atablishes a hieturchg of
dominance at a feeding glround. At
night theA all leaue their feeding
grounds to roost.
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'Where there's fire thefe's smoke'. We
look at one of the lesser knoum and
misunderstood products of bushfrres
on page 10.

The disappearance of the Zuytdorp
remarvd a mUsterA for mang years.
The stor! of its rediscotry and the
formation of the Zuutdorp Nature
Resefle is on page 42.
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Botksias and blackbogs are normally
associated with the sandolairc of the
coast and uheatbelt rather than the
Great Victoria Desert. See page 22.

The mountains of the Stirling Range
ore a refuge harbouring mcng ancient
species of spiders, Spider expert
Barbala York Main shous us some of
them on page 28-

A new book. Perth Outdoors. ari6 to
mcoulage people to get outdoors and
mjou nature and to leam more about
Perth's unioue natural cunmunitia.
See page 35.

The palisade spider (Neohomogona
stftlingi) is endemic to the Stirling and
Porongurup Ranges. It buikls a shallow
burrou uith an open entrance
surrounded by a palimde, or collar of
leaues and hoigs, which mag projed
senerul centimetrcs aboae the ground or
Iitter.

The illustration is bv Philippa
Nikulitsky.
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