
Rarely is it possible to be in
the right place at the right
time. However, a recent triP to
the Eyre Bird Observatory for a
bird-banding course provided
one such moment - to witness
the hatching of a malleefowl.

The Observatory, south of
t h e  E y r e  H i g h w a y  n e a r
cock leb iddy ,  i s  se t  in  the
mallee and coastal vegetation
of the vast Nuytsland Nature
Reserve.

On the last day of the
course, the group went out
late in the afternoon to dig
into an active mound of a
malleefowl (Leipoa ocellqto).
The a im was to  supp ly  a
sample of discarded eggshell
to a researcher at the South
Australian Museum, where the
extraction and analysis of DNA
will assist his study of various
malleef owl populations across
Australia.

The chosen mound was in

Tuo dags after emerging from its
egg, this malleefowl found near
the Egre Bird Obsetualotg had
dried and uas real!! for release.
Photo - Peter Heuett

and warm overnight and then
r e l e a s e d  t h e  f  o l l o w i n g
morning. While it was none
the  worse  fo r  i t s  c lose
encounter of the human kind,
those present were enriched
by the experience.

Peter Hewett

A MAGIC IVIOIUENT
a sha l low va l ley  o f  ma l lee
woodland, with a scattering
of native pine (Cqli itr ls spp.). lt
was  about  four  met res  in
diameter and one and a half
met res  h igh .  A  number  o f
o range- f ru i t ing  bod ies  o f
saprophytic fungi stood out
of the sloping sides of the
mound. Saprophytic fu ngi l ive
on dead organic material, and
was ev idence tha t  ac t i ve
compost inq  was occur r tng
within the mound, providing
the heat for egg incubation.

Under  the  d i rec t ion  o f
course  leader  Dr  S tephen
Dav ies ,  excavat ion  s lowly
proceeded to about a metre.
From there Stephen continued
cautiously unti l a bright Pink
egg was uncovered.

Wi th  fu r ther  search ing
a n o t h e r  e g g  w a s  f o u n d
adjacentto thefirst. No sooner
had th is  been d iscovered,
when there was tiny explosion,

coastl ine about 1 50 kilometres
long, is formed from bil l ions of
tiny white shells deposited
almost 10 metres deep.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  L a n d

and out of the
egg popped a
m a l l e e f o w l
chick!

A l t h o u g h
l i g h t
c o n d i t i o n s
were  poor ,
those w i th
cameras were
busily clicking
awaytrying to
record  th  i s
magic moment.

U n d e r  n o r m a l
circumstances, thechickwould
take 24 hours to dig its way to
the surface of the mound thus
dry ing  ou t  i t s  w ings .  On
emerging the hatching must
be completely independent as
the parents take no interest in
its welfare once it has hatched.

Since this chick had not
been th rough the  d  ry in  g
process, it was taken back to
the Observatory to keep it dry

Management (CALM) plans
to develop day-use facil i t ies
at the site compatible with
the protection of this unique
feature.

V i r tua l l y  everyone who
visits Monkey Mia by car calls
in to Shell Beach. Despite this,
local agencies had litt le scope
to control visitor activit ies
because the beach was on
vacant Crown land. Vehicles
were often driven on to the
b e a c h ,  b r e a k i n g  a n d
compact ing  the  she l l s  and
forming unsightly tracks in
this unique Iandform.

CALM wi l l  a t temPt  to
rehabil itate the beach to its
former state.

Shell Beach is formed ftom
billions of ting biualue shells
lging some l0 metles deeP.
Photo - Robert Carueg

The shell deposits on the
beach formed some 4 000
y e a r s  a g o ,  w h e n  l a r g e
populations of the bivalve
Fragum erugatum flourished
in the ultra-saline conditions
of L'Haridon Bight and the
nearby Hamelin Pool. Over
t ime,  the  lower  and o lder
deposits became compacted
to form solid material known
as coqu ina .

S e v e r a  I  b u i l d i n g s  i n
Denham and on  sur round ing
stations are built from blocks
of the compacted shells taken
f r o m  H a m e l i n  P o o l .  T h i s
ac t iv i t y  i s  now s t r i c t lY
controlled and blocks can only
be cut to repair existing shell-
b lock  bu i ld ings .

Conserva t ion  parks  are
areas with significant regional
o r  l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r
recrea t ion  va lues  and are
managed in the same way as
national parks.

SHELL BEACH CONSERVATION PARK
The unique Shell Beach at

Shark Bay is nowa conservation
park. The park, gazetted earlier
this year, is the first for the
Mid-west region.

Shell Beach, a stretch of
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'Seagrass, Surf and Sea Lions' (page
21) are just some of the features of a
sting of islands that dot the WA
coastline north of Lancelin

Forrestdale lake is an 'Outer Citg
SanctuarU' for thousands of ukiting
aftd resident uaterbirds. See page 35.

Whm is a llouer not a llouer? Neuille
Marchant, from CALM's WA Herbarium
tmraaels the intricacies of the State's
mang 'False Flowers' on page 39-
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CAROLYN T}IOMSON & GREG POBAB

WILUAM DAMPIER
SUANNE CURRY

Nature-based tou^m is a rapidly-
grouing in&tstry and WA is poised to
take a slice of that glrouth- See 'Our
Natural Adaantage' on page 10.

Frogs can be an interesting addition to
any suburban natiue gardm. Grant
l'lardell-Johruon describes how to
ottract them to Aour garden on page 16.
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The bull frog fultoria moorei) k uery
large cnd has a aoracious appetite.
It is a ftequent aisitor to gardera and
mag be found particularly in
greenhouses, feneries and uet areas
such as streams 6td ponds.

The illustration is ba Philippa
Nildtl BkA, inspired bu a Peter
Marsack photograph, courtesA of
lachman Transparencies.
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