
The common brushta i l
possum is one of the most
well-known Western Australian
m a r s u p i a l s .  H u n t e d
extensively for its fur during
the Depression, the species is
now fully protected. Although
stil l  found throughout much
of itsformer range in the south-
west of the State, its numbers
have been reduced in recent
years.

Recent studies by the WA
Museum have shown that the
Tuart Forest National Park has
the  h ig  hes t  dens i t ies  o f
brushtail possums in the state.
More  than 80  ind iv idua ls
occupy a 4o-hectare site near
theAbba River. Young are born
between Apriland June. Hence,
ranges overlap extensively,
w i th  up  to  f i ve  adu l ts
occupying an area of about
three hectares. Peppermint is
the principal diet at Ludlow,
with some tuart also eaten.

While it may be tempting
for campers to feed possums,
the long-term effects on the
a n  ima ls  can be  negat ive .
C h a n g e s  t o  b e h  a v i o  u  r a  I
patterns could occur, with
possums around campsites
changing from leaf gatherers
to scavengers, making them
more susceptible to predation
and injury. Any build-up of
animal numbers around the
campsites may also make the
animals more prone to disease.
They could also become a
nursance to campers.

For many years, possums
i n  s u b u r b a n  r o o f s  w e r e
removed w i th  t ra  ps  and
released in other areas. Recent
s tud  ies ,  however ,  have
ind ica ted  tha t  re loca ted
animals do not fare very well,
with resident possums forcing
them outoftrees and onto the
ground, where they are more
vulnerable to predation.

In any case, new possums
soon move in to replace those
removed. Instead of advice on

LIVING WTH POSSUMS
trapping, information on how
to l ive with possums, blocking
up holes in roofs, netting fruit
trees and so on, is now given
out by wildlife officers from
the Depar tment  o f
Conserva t ion  and La  nd
lManagement. This has been
well received, and has resulted
in much less trauma for the
possums.

Right and belou:
In the metropolitan area, the
common brus h tail possum
flrichosurus vulpecula) is one of
the few natiue mammals that
has suruiued in close proximitg
to human societg. HoueueL its
range in WA is nou greatly
reduced, probablg due to
prcdation bg the introduced fox.
Photos - Rag Smith
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'Seagrass, Surf and Sea Lions' (page
21) are just some of the features of a
sting of islands that dot the WA
coastline north of Lancelin

Forrestdale lake is an 'Outer Citg
SanctuarU' for thousands of ukiting
aftd resident uaterbirds. See page 35.

Whm is a llouer not a llouer? Neuille
Marchant, from CALM's WA Herbarium
tmraaels the intricacies of the State's
mang 'False Flowers' on page 39-
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WILUAM DAMPIER
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Nature-based tou^m is a rapidly-
grouing in&tstry and WA is poised to
take a slice of that glrouth- See 'Our
Natural Adaantage' on page 10.

Frogs can be an interesting addition to
any suburban natiue gardm. Grant
l'lardell-Johruon describes how to
ottract them to Aour garden on page 16.

OUTER CITY SANCTUAHY
ROD GIBI.fTT 35

FALSE FLOWERS
NEVII.IE MARCHINT

FOOTPRINTS ON THE SANDS OF TIME
KEN MCNAMARA & NIGELTREWIN

OIL IN THE IEAVES
UZ BARBOUR & JOHN BARTI.T

IN PERSPECTIVE

BUSH TELEGHAPH

ENDANGERED rHE swAMp FLowEF................,........... 27 \

URBAN ANTICS

3 9 '

44

49

Xm.ging Edllon Ron Kawalilak
Edllofi David Gough
ConlriMing EdiloB: Vefia Coslello, Gnhame Rowland, Carclyn Thomson
Sclcnllfic rnd l.chnlc€l .dvlc.: And€l{ Bulbidgo, Rogsl Unds ood
D.slgo.nd producton: Sue MaEis, Slac€y Sldckland
Flnllhrd t Gooitsen van der Meer

.*.dng: Estelle de San Miguelt (m) 389 8644 Fax (m) 389 8296
lllorHonr SandB Milchell
C.dogEphf CAt-ti,! t nd Inlomation BBnch
Colour S€paralion by Prspr€ss Sdvicss
Pdnled in Westefi Austalia by Lamb Pdnl

O ISSN 08154465. All mabiitl copyrigl . No pan ot hs conlonls ot lhe publicalioo
nW be reprcduced wilhoullhe consenl olfie publishrs.

Published by Dr S Shea, Executive Director
Depadment of C,onseNalion and Land Management,
50 Hayrnan Boad, Como, Weslem Australia 6i 52.

The bull frog fultoria moorei) k uery
large cnd has a aoracious appetite.
It is a ftequent aisitor to gardera and
mag be found particularly in
greenhouses, feneries and uet areas
such as streams 6td ponds.

The illustration is ba Philippa
Nildtl BkA, inspired bu a Peter
Marsack photograph, courtesA of
lachman Transparencies.
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