The common brushtail
possum is one of the most
well-known Western Australian
marsupials. Hunted
extensively for its fur during
the Depression, the species is
now fully protected. Although
still found throughout much
of its former range in the south-
west of the State, its numbers
have been reduced in recent
years.

Recent studies by the WA
Museum have shown that the
Tuart Forest National Park has
the highest densities of
brushtail possums in the State.
More than 80 individuals
occupy a 40-hectare site near
the Abba River. Young are born
between April and June. Hence,
ranges overlap extensively,
with up to five adults
occupying an area of about
three hectares. Peppermint is
the principal diet at Ludlow,
with some tuart also eaten.

While it may be tempting
for campers to feed possums,
the long-term effects on the
animals can be negative,
Changes to behavioural
patterns could occur, with
possums around campsites
changing from leaf gatherers
to scavengers, making them
more susceptible to predation
and injury. Any build-up of
animal numbers around the
campsites may also make the
animals more prone to disease.
They could also become a
nuisance to campers.

For many years, possums
in suburban roofs were
removed with traps and
released in other areas. Recent
studies, however, have
indicated that relocated
animals do not fare very well,
with resident possums forcing
them out of trees and onto the
ground, where they are more
vulnerable to predation.

In any case, new possums
soon move in to replace those
removed. Instead of advice on

LIVING WITH POSSUMS

trapping, information on how
to live with possums, blocking
up holes in roofs, netting fruit
trees and so on, is now given
out by wildlife officers from
the Department of
Conservation and Land
Management. This has been
well received, and has resulted
in much less trauma for the
possums.

Right and below:

In the metropolitan area, the
common brushtail possum
{Trichosurus vulpecula) is one of
the few native mammals that
has survived in close proximity
to human sociely. However, its
range in WA is now greatly
reduced, probably due to
predation by the introduced fox.
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The bull frog (Litoria moorei) is very
large and has a voracious appetite.

It is a frequent visitor fo gardens and
may be found particularly in
greenhouses, ferneries and wet areas
such as sfreams and ponds.

The illustration is by Philippa
Nikulinsky, inspired by a Peter
Marsack photograph, courtesy of
Lochman Transparencies.
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