
BATS
T h e  F  r i d  a y

n igh t  open-a i r  f l i cks
were great, as usual. In
the  ser ia l ,  Ba tman won h is

the  accompany ing  hor ror  f i lm,
Scourge of the Vampires, lelt the
thirteen-year-old front-row boys in a
state of anxiety. We had to walk a long
way home -  in  the  dark .

We marched in a pack, loud-voiced,
wide-eyed and whistl ing (to keep the
boogyman and his bats away). The
dim lit streets and back lane: seemed
to  harbour  a  mul t i tude  o f  shapes and
shadows which resembled the cloaked
w i n g s  o f  u g l y ,  s  a  I  i  v  a  -  d  r  i  p  p  i  n  g  ,
bloodthirsty, giant bats. Like snakes,
frogs and spiders, bats have always
been un ius t ly  assoc ia ted  w i th  ev i l .
However, research has helped to dispel
the myths that are perpetuated in
story books and fi lms.

Bats  a re  the  on ly  mammals  tha t
have the power of true fl ight and they
also make up a quarter of all the
s p e c i e s  o f  A u  s t  r a  l i a  n  t e r r e s t r i a l
mammals .

They belong to the order Chiroptera
(mean ing  "hand-wing"  in  Creek) ,
which is divided into two sub-orders,
the  Megach i rop te fa  ( la fger  f ru i t  and
blossom bats) and Microchiroptera
(smaller insectivorous and carnivorous
an rmats ) .

In Perth, our temperate and dry
climate does not continuously produce
the numbers and types of blossoms or
fruit to sustain fruit bats (flying foxes).
Consequently, they are found only in
the north ofthe state. The insectivorous
bdts ,  however ,  do  f requen l  lhe  c i l y
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same a t r
space as my-

self. My envy,
however, was ex-

treme. Oh! how lwished

due l  w i th  The Pengu in  and , ; I could have flown like that.

a n d  s u b u r b s .
Here you can find the white-striped
mastiff-bat, Could's wattled bat and
two or three species of smaller bats.

Large groups  o f  ba ts  can be
observed in late spring, when females
band together  in  materna l  co lon ies .
The young are  le f t  in  a  communal
c reche wh i le  the  females  go  ou t
nunrng.

To most Perthites, bats are things
seen in  books ,  on  exo l i r  ho l idays ,  in
horror movies and the occasional TV
documentary. When you first sight
one, especially where you live, l ike I
did one evening atfootball practice at
a  Scarborough ova l  in  1957,  you may
never forget it.

What attracted my attention that
even ing  was e i ther  an  a lb ino  or  a  l ig  h t
browny-grey coloured animal The
fluttering short wings seemed to pat
the air, and the tiny body rose and tell
l i ke  a  tumbl ing  lea f  caught  in  a  smal l
wil ly-wil ly. lt was a bat alright. The
typ ica l  angu lar  w ings  and s tubby ,
seemingly tail less body, was iust l ike
those in the movie a year before.

Insta ntly, my thoug hts of revu lsio n
and horror were dispelled. Here in the
haltl ight, some 10 metres above was
a frail, harmless mammal l iving in the

Bats have the same basic
ske le ton  as  human be ings ,  and l i ke

many o ther  mammals  have hands w i th
f ingers  and fee tw i th  toes .  The i r  hands
serve  as  w ings ,  w i th  long f ingers
suppor t ing  f lex ib le  sk in ,  wh ich  is  a lso
jo ined to  fo rearms,  legs  and ta i l .

Contrary to belief, their eyes ar€
qu i te  good and,  w i th  the i r  ab i l i t y  to
use vocal sound as sonar to track
insects on the wing, they are truly
among the Earth's most fascinating
creatures.

JOHN HUNTER

DID YOU KNOW?

. Insectiaorous bats eat w to half of
theb body ueight in huects eqch
night and some become torpid in
the uinter and hibemate. To
disturb them in lhis condition could
cause death through loss of bodg
heat and caitical energU resemes.

o Of the 900 plus species of bat
uorldaide, one llging-fox has a
uingspan of one and a half metrx,
uhile Kitti's hog-nosed bat of
Thailand is about the size of a
bumble bee.

o llnusual places where bats haue
been found roosting include old
fuactor exhausts, dbused bird nests,
uater pipes from tank, under
stones, cracks in uooden fence
posts and eaen tin carc-
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Nature-based tourism is a rapidlg-
grouing industr! and WA is poised to
take a slice of that growth. See 'Our
Natural Maantage' on page 10.

Frogs can be an interesting addition to
ang suburban natiue garden. Grant
Wardell-Johnson desoibes how to
atfuact them to your gardm on page 16.
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Seagrass, Surf and Sea Lions' (page
21) are just some of the fmtures of a
string of islands that dot the WA
coastline north of Lancelin.

Forrestdale Lake is an 'Outer Citg
Sonctuarg' for thousands of adting
and resident waterbirds. See poge 35.

lUhen is a llouer not a flower? Nedlle
Marchott, from CALII's WA Herbarium
unraueh the intricacies of the State's
mang 'Fahe Flowers' on page 39.

The bull frog (Litoria moorei) is uery
Iarge and has a aoracious appetite.
It is a frequent aisitor to gardens and
mag be fotmd particularly in
greenhouses, femeries and wet areas
such as streams and ponds,

The illustration is bg Philippa
Nikulinsfu, inspired bA a Peter
Marsack photograph, courtesg of
Lochman Transnatmcies.

,*ascocc 3




