
l an  Oswald- lacobs ,  a
respected aerial photographer,
is dedicated to captu ring
Australia on fi lm. Equipped
with his Cessna 21O aicraft,
Fu i i  C61 7  Panorama and
Hasse lb lad  cameras ,  he
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f l i e s  a n d
photographs. His postcards
and posters are a familiarsight
in post offices throughout
Australia.

When in fl ight, lan decides
where the aircraft should be,
relative to the subiect, to
achieve the best angle for the
shot. He then selects the
camera and, on arrival at the
des t ina t ion ,  opens  the
window (wh ich  h  inges
upwards and is kept open by
the propellerwash) and points
the  camera .  To  reduce
vibration, the camera is kept
inside the aircraft out of the
slipstream. Simultaneously,
fine adjustments to the fl ight
pa th  a re  made us ing  the
rudder and ailerons. "lt takes
only a few seconds to take the
photograph and the aircraft
provides a verystable platform
at speeds of 160 to 190 km
per hour," said lan. Toachieve
consistently sharp results, lan
uses  a  shut te r  speed o f
between 1/500 and 1/2000
of a second. "The cameras I
use are all hand held and

stored on a platform on the
co-p i lo t ' s  sea t .  Add i t iona l
lenses are within easy reach
from behind myseat," hesaid.
"l prefer to use Fuji Reala and
HG negative 200 fi lm without
fi l ters."

lan 's  recent  K imber ley
expedition involved 70 hours
of flying, often as low as I 50
fee t  (w i th  C iv i l  Av ia t ion
Authorityapproval), using the
O m e g a  a n d  C  l o b a  I
Pos i t ion ing  Sate l l i te
navigation systems to log the
loca t ions  o f  h is  sub jec ts .

"These new tech  no log  ies
allow more time to locate
photo opportunities instead
of tediously having to read
mapsat low levelswhen visual
nav iga t ion  becomes more
diff icult," said lan.

Weather conditionsalways
have a predetermining factor
on  aer ia l  photography .  A
partly cloudy sky will throw
black shadows on the ground
and wil l often obscure key
features. The weather in the
Kimberley during May and
June is  per fec t  fo r  aer ia l
photography  because o f
almost guaranteed blue skies.
lan  pre fers  morn ing  and
afternoon photography, as
colours are often warmer, and
in a 360'orbit of the subject,
t h e  c o l o u r s  c a n  c h a n g e
dramatically.

The Kimberley is a huge
area, similarin size to the State
of Victoria, and finding some
of the most photogenic spots

A selection of postcads auailable
from CALM offices in the
Kimberle!,

Before taking an aerial
photograph, Ian ouerllies the
alea a number of times to
choose the best position and
angle for the shot.

i s  no t  so  easy .  Loca l
knowledge, provided by the
Department of Conservation
and Land Managem ent ' s
(CALM) Kununurra office, was
inva luab le  in  he lp ing  lan
locate some of the best places
in the Bungle Bungle Range
of Purnululu National Park and
in Ceikie Corge, Mount Hart
and many other areas. The
result of this joint venture was
the production of panoramic
posters and postcards, which
are now available from CALM
offices in Broome (PO Box 65,
WA6725), Kununurra (PO Box
942, WA 6743), Geikie Gorge
and Purnululu National Parks,
as well as directly from lan at
79 Chastons Road, Apsley,
Victoria 3319.

The 350 mm x 540 mm
posters of Geikie Gorge and
the Bungle Bungle Range retail
at $5.00 (plus $3.00 postage
and handling).
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Yanchep National Park is haoing a
facelift. Our story on page 28 examines
the history and rebirth of one of
Perth's closest and most abited
national parlcs-

BIRDS IN THE GARDEN
ATAN BURBIDGE

THE 'REAU BEES OF WESTEBN AUSTRALIA
JOHN ALCOCK

WONGAN HILLS: AN ISLAND SANCTUARY
SUZANNE CUBFY

YANCHEP: THE BEBIRTH oF A NATIoNAL PARK
ROD ANNEAB & DAVID GOUGH
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The goloh is just one of the mang bird
species that uisit our urban and
suburban gardens. 'Birds in the
Garden' shows us how ue can attract
more.

In spring, the Wongan Hilk are ablaze
uith aildflouers, but this 'island'

sanctuar! is ako a home to a wide
uLrietu of animals- See page 21.

FASCINATING PHASCOGALES
SUSAN BHIND

GARDNER'S WORLD
BOB BUEHRIG & MTE HOOPER 41

Banksia gardneri ual. brevidentata ri
one of a number of plants named in
honour of Charlx Gardner, See
'Gardner's World' on page 41.

The Pinnacles is one of seueral
destinations for licensed tours
operating in WA's national park.
See'Trauel Conpanions'.
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Hyleoides zonalis rb a solitaru bee and
one of the natiae bees described in our
storu about the 'reol' bees of Westem
Australia on page 17.
The iuustration is bU Philirya
Nikulinskg.

^rosco"e 3




