
While the rugged gorges
of the Kalbarri National Park
are the main attraction for
tourists they are also home to
highly destructive feral goats.

The abundance of goats in
the State's pastoral regions has
resu l ted  in  w id  es  p  read
degradation of soil and habitaq
destruction of crops, fences
and native plants; competit ion
forfood and habitatwith native
animals; and the spread of
weeds and disease.

In the past, goats in Kalbarri
National Park have been shot
whenever possible, and while
this has accounted for an
annual average of 500, the
inaccessible terrain has l imited
the potential of this method.
To significantly reduce goat
damage, at least two-thirds of
the  popu la t ion  must  be
removed annua l ly ,  wh ich
means extra etfort is required.

The problem is now iointly
being tackled by CALM, the
Agriculture Protection Board
( A P B )  a n d  t h e  L a n d
C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t
C o  m  m  i t t e e  c o m p r i s i n g
Ka lbar r i  Nat iona l  Park  and
ad iacent  landho lders .  As  a
result, an experimental aerial
shooting program took place
in late April in the gorges of
the park. The program was
funded by CALM, and rifles,
am mu n i t ion  and shooters

supplied by the APB.
A b o u t  1 5 0 0 0  h a ,

extending from Hardabut Pool
in the east to Hawks Head
Lookout in the west, was
selected as the site where the
funds could be used most
etfectively used.

Public safety was of the
utmost importance, and the
area was cleared and secured
the  day  be fore .  Constan t
vigilance of all access ways by
CALM staff not only ensured a
safe operation, but also gave
wou ld-be  v is  i to rs  an
opportunity to express their
op in ions .  Add i t iona l l y ,  the
event was advertised both
locally and throughout the
Nor thampton Sh i re ,  w i th
good pu  b  l i c  response
confirming the community's
awareness of the problem and
the need for action.

The aer ia l  shoot ing
program a l lowed good
coverage of the area and the
total of 357 goats and one pig
represented an excellent return
for nearly six hours flying time.

Following the operation, it
was clear that not only was the
triala resounding success, but
that it was the best option
currently available for goat
control in the park.

Fenl goats
Photo - Jiri Lochman
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Yanchep National Park is haoing a
facelift. Our story on page 28 examines
the history and rebirth of one of
Perth's closest and most abited
national parlcs-
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The goloh is just one of the mang bird
species that uisit our urban and
suburban gardens. 'Birds in the
Garden' shows us how ue can attract
more.

In spring, the Wongan Hilk are ablaze
uith aildflouers, but this 'island'

sanctuar! is ako a home to a wide
uLrietu of animals- See page 21.
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Banksia gardneri ual. brevidentata ri
one of a number of plants named in
honour of Charlx Gardner, See
'Gardner's World' on page 41.

The Pinnacles is one of seueral
destinations for licensed tours
operating in WA's national park.
See'Trauel Conpanions'.
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Hyleoides zonalis rb a solitaru bee and
one of the natiae bees described in our
storu about the 'reol' bees of Westem
Australia on page 17.
The iuustration is bU Philirya
Nikulinskg.
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