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I Port Lincoln ringnecls, known locally
I as'twenty-eights'. wil l visit most
I gardens with one or more native trecs
and will also feed in many exotic trees.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

Holland honeyeaterc (Phglidongris
nouaehollandiae), white-cheeked
honeyeaters (Phylidonyris nigra\ or
western spinebills lAcanthorhgnchus
superciliosusl \tisiting your garden. The
male western spinebill is a striking little
bird. It has a black face with red eyes and
white eyebrows, a rich chestnut collar
and throat and a black and white breast
band.

Port Lincoln ringnecks, or 'twenty-

eight' parrcts (Bamardius zonarius) are
frequent visitors to gardens with trees,
where they come to feed on fruits or
flowers, or just to perch and chatter. If
there is an old eucalypt tree in or near
the garden they may stay to breed, Iaying
about five white eggs in a hollow tree
limb.

The dapper little silv ereye (Zosterops
Iatefalis) is generally nomadic, but will
often breed inparks orgardens.ln spring
and summer, colourful rainbow bee-
eaters (Merops omalus) are a common
sightalong many suburban streets. They
are usually found perching in trees or on
power lines and wheeling and diving to
catch bees and other flying insects. Bee-
eat€rs nest in a tunnel that they excavate
in the ground. They are migrants, moving
to South East Asia and New Cuinea

during the winter, arriving back in the
South West in late September or early
0ctober. Black-faced cuckoo-shrikes
lCoracina nouaehollandiae 1
streamlined pearl-grey birds with a
clearly defined black forehead and throat
- occur in manyareas, andare sometimes
seen nesting in street trees. Their call is
an unusual musical rolling purring or
chirring.

Another common visitor to gardens
is the Australian raven lCoruus
coronoides), often known as the 'crow',

Although these birds are common, it is
worth spending some time watching
them, as they have some complex and
intelligent behavioural patterns. In some
areas, Ealahs (Cocatua roseicapilla) will
also visit gardens. Large flocks of these
garrulous birds are spectacular, twisting
and turning to show alternately grey and
then pink, and giving high screeching
calls as they fly over the suburbs.

Australian magpies (Cgmnorhina
tibicml often occur in relatively open
gardens, and sometimes get quite tame
in suburban areas. Like willie wagtails
(Rhipidura leucophrgs), they can
sometimes even be heard on bright
moonlit nights with a familiar flute-like
or organ-like caroll ing. During nesting
season. after the chicks have hatched,
both male and female magpies often
vigorously defend the nests by swooping
and diving at potential intruders. Care
should be taken not to approach nest
sites during this short period.

If you are in a reasonably well-wooded
suburb, you may also be lucky enough to
hear a boobook owl (Ninox
nouaeseelandiae) call ing at night,
repeating its well-known falsetlo 'boo-

book' or 'morepork' at intervals.
Gardens near patches of bush, or on

the edges of metropolitan areas, will
have more native birds than gardens
some distance away from such areas. In
some gardens in outlying suburbs,30 or

aFar left: Anolhet important pollinator of
I plants is the strikingly-marked New
I Holland honeyeater.
Photo-Babs&BertWells

I Left: Spring and summer migrants Lo
I southern Australia, rainbow bee-eaters
I frequent prominent perches, from which
they hunt for bees and other flying ins€cts.
Photo - Jiri Lochman
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lAboue: Banksia occidenlalis is naLive
I to the south coast of WA. but grows
I well in Perth gardens. lts attractive
flowerheads provide a useful source of
nectar for birds.
Photo-M&lMorcombe

lAbooe ght: So(iabie birds. silvereyes
I move lhrough gardens in small f locks,
I mostly feeding on insects, but
sometimes also feeding at flowers.
Photo - Babs & Bert Wells

I Rrlf Noisy and aggressive red
I wattlebirds \^,i l l  try to defend rich
I neclar sources. such as those provided
by the bull banksia, from other birds.
Photo-M&lMorcombe

The bigger the area that can De
devoted to bird-attracting plants, the
better. Consequently, ifyou can convince
your neighbours to plant for birds and
otherwildlife, youwill achieve even betrer
results. If enough people do this, it wil l
not only contribute to knowledge and
appreciation ofnative birds and plants, it
wil l also help provide corridors for bird
movement throughout urban areas.

A TEMPTING TABLE
lf you have a garden that is already

planted in a way that is attractive to
birds, one way to attract even more birds
is to provide extra food or water. A bird
bath or feeding station wil l provide a
focus for bird activity and opportunities
for viewing the birds in your garden.
However, if you decide to do this, care
should be taken.

Food or water must be in a position

where it is difficult for cats to 'ambusrr

the birds. Cats are very effective predators
of birds, and even putting a bell on a cat
wil l not necessarily prevent it from
catching birds. (Multiple bells are more
effective.) If you provide food, it is best
not to do so continuously in large
amounls, for Mo reasons. The lirsl is
that the birds may come to depend on
you and may encounter problems if, for
some reason, you are unable to continue
feeding them, for example, if you go
away on holiday. Second, the food being
provided may not match the natural diet,
and therefore the birds' diets may become
unbalanced. For example, in Melbourne
it has been found that red wattlebirds
may suffer from thiamine deficiency in
winter. This is because they rely too
much on food from feeders and on nectar
from non-local plants that flo\a'er in the
winter, whenwattlebirdswould normally

be eating a high proportion of insects.
Without sufficient insects in their diet,
they do not get enough protein and, rn
extreme cases, become convulsive and
die.

Providing water is not a problern,
because native birds can sur.uive well
without it. However, when it is avaiiable,
they wil l use it for bathing and drinking.
Water can be provided in a classic bird
bath or in a pond. A pond wil l have tne
added advantage of attracting frogs and
other interesting creatures (see 'Frogs

in the Carden', LLNDSCOPE, Winter
1993). A pond is more l ikely to be used by
small birds, such as honeyeaters, ifthere
is some vegetation overhanging one edge
to provide perches and anaccess orescape
route. Ifyou have a large pond, you may
have ducks visit ing occasionally or, if
the pond contains fish, a heron may stop
by to look for a meal.
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Yanchep National Park is haoing a
facelift. Our story on page 28 examines
the history and rebirth of one of
Perth's closest and most abited
national parlcs-

BIRDS IN THE GARDEN
ATAN BURBIDGE

THE 'REAU BEES OF WESTEBN AUSTRALIA
JOHN ALCOCK

WONGAN HILLS: AN ISLAND SANCTUARY
SUZANNE CUBFY

YANCHEP: THE BEBIRTH oF A NATIoNAL PARK
ROD ANNEAB & DAVID GOUGH
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28

The goloh is just one of the mang bird
species that uisit our urban and
suburban gardens. 'Birds in the
Garden' shows us how ue can attract
more.

In spring, the Wongan Hilk are ablaze
uith aildflouers, but this 'island'

sanctuar! is ako a home to a wide
uLrietu of animals- See page 21.

FASCINATING PHASCOGALES
SUSAN BHIND

GARDNER'S WORLD
BOB BUEHRIG & MTE HOOPER 41

Banksia gardneri ual. brevidentata ri
one of a number of plants named in
honour of Charlx Gardner, See
'Gardner's World' on page 41.

The Pinnacles is one of seueral
destinations for licensed tours
operating in WA's national park.
See'Trauel Conpanions'.
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Hyleoides zonalis rb a solitaru bee and
one of the natiae bees described in our
storu about the 'reol' bees of Westem
Australia on page 17.
The iuustration is bU Philirya
Nikulinskg.
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