
Merrall 's triggerplant was first
collected in 1888 from near Lake
Brown north-east ot Toodyay, oy
Edwin Merrall, a gold prospector.
The plant material was sent to the
fa mous Victorian botan ist Ferdina nd
von Mueller, who described it as
Candolleo merralliiin October 'l ggg.
I t  was t ransferred to the genus
Stylidium in 1896.

presumed to be extinct and gazetted
as such in  1991 .

The original collection is in the
Herbar ium of  the Royal  Botanic
Cardens in Melbourne. lt consists of
two fragments, one with a rosette of
r e a v e s  c o n v e y i n g  t h e  f a l s e
impression that the plantwas related
to the group known as creeping
tnggerptants.

In  1 976,  Basi land Mary Smith of
Wongan Hi l ls  sent  the Western
Australian Herbarium part of an

i n f l o r e s c e n c e  o f  a  t r i g g e r p l a  n t
co l lec ted  in  the  s ta te ,s  eas tern
Wheatbelt. This specimen remained
among the many unidentif ied plants
In  the  Herbar ium unt i l  199 i ,  when
A l l e n  L o w r i e  e x a m i n e d  i t  a n d
suspected it might be the long lost
5. merrollii.

ln 1992, Dr Syd James, of the
University of Western Australia,s
Botany Department, collected norr_
flowering material of an unknown
triggerplant from a granlte rock.
Examination of this material by Allen
Lowrie confirmed it was identical ro
the  mater ia l  co l lec ted  by  the  Smi th ,s .

On the basis of the Smith and
J a m e s  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  e x t e n s i v e
fieldwork was conducted in 1992
and 1993 in the eastern Wheatbelt
byAllen Lowrie, Daphne Edinger and
Kevin Kenneally. populations of what
were believed to be S. merrolliiwere
loca ted  and co l lec ted .  The
r e d t s c o v e r y  w a s  c o n f i r m e d  b
m a t c h i n g  

- t t  
u  o r i g i n a l  M e r r u i l

material fro m Melbou rne aga inst the
new collections.

M e r r a l l ' s  t r i g g e r p l a n t  i s  a
p e r e n n i a l  h e r b ,  a r i s i n g  f r o m  a
rootstock and producing a basal
rosette of leaves and Iong, spreading,
f  l o w e r i n g  s h o o t s .  l t  f l o w e 1 5
conttnuously throughout summer.
I n  l a t e  J a n u a r y ,  i t  p r o d u c e s
adventit ious rosettes of leaves alorrg
the flowering shoots, which taKe
root  on  touch ing  the  ground.

Mer ra l l ' s  t r iggerp lan t  i s  endemic
to Western Australia and is restricted
to  the  aprons  o f  g ran j te  rocks
in the eastern Wheatbelt. Although
t h e  p l a n t  i s  p r o t e c t e d  w i t h i n
t h e  Y a n n e y m o o n i n g  H i l l  a n d
W a  l y a h  m o  n  i n g  R o c k  N a t u r e
Reserves, further surveys wil l need
to be conducted to establish the
extent of the species on other granite
rocks in the eastern Wheatbelt.

Cenetic studies suggest Merrall,s
triggerplant may be one of the most
primitive triggerplants.

Kevin Kenneally
and Allen Lowrie
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Yanchep National Park is haoing a
facelift. Our story on page 28 examines
the history and rebirth of one of
Perth's closest and most abited
national parlcs-
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ATAN BURBIDGE
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JOHN ALCOCK
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ROD ANNEAB & DAVID GOUGH
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The goloh is just one of the mang bird
species that uisit our urban and
suburban gardens. 'Birds in the
Garden' shows us how ue can attract
more.

In spring, the Wongan Hilk are ablaze
uith aildflouers, but this 'island'

sanctuar! is ako a home to a wide
uLrietu of animals- See page 21.
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BOB BUEHRIG & MTE HOOPER 41

Banksia gardneri ual. brevidentata ri
one of a number of plants named in
honour of Charlx Gardner, See
'Gardner's World' on page 41.

The Pinnacles is one of seueral
destinations for licensed tours
operating in WA's national park.
See'Trauel Conpanions'.
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Hyleoides zonalis rb a solitaru bee and
one of the natiae bees described in our
storu about the 'reol' bees of Westem
Australia on page 17.
The iuustration is bU Philirya
Nikulinskg.
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