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A n  a m b i t i o u s  p l a n  t o
promote  the  K imber ley  a5
a  n  a  t u  r e -  b a s e d  t o u r i s m
destination - with associated
benefits for local business and
residents - has been adopted
for the 1994 visitor season

M o r e  t h a n  3 0  t o u r
opera tors  f rom across  the
K i m b e r l e y  h a v e  b e g u n
market ing  the  "  lb is  Aer ia l
Tourist Highway".

The concept was proposed
by Dr Syd Shea at a meeting
of tour operators organised
b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  L a n d
M a n a g e m e n t  a t  M t  H a r t
s ta t ion  in  1992 and has  s ince
been developed by CALM and
the Tourism Commission.

An "aerial highway" was
chosen to allow visitors and
locals to enjoy a wide range of
remote leatures, with minimal
impact on the environment.

CALM already has a lot of
t h e  i n t r a  s t r u  c t u  r e  t o u r
operators need, wjth airstrips
in  key  loca t ions ,  and has
a l loca ted  $106 000 fo r fu r ther
capital works.
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Left: lt is plonned b link remote
destinaliot/s such os Ceikie
Corge, Mounl Jldrt, Druslale
Rber Stalion and Cape Let)eque

IBIS AERIAL TOURIST HIGHWAY
T h e  K i m b e r l e y  i s  a

magnificent area that offers so
much to visitors and those
who l i ve  there ,  bu t  many
people don't have the time or
the confidence to drive the
huge distances involved.

The answer is l inking places
such as Ceikie Corge, Mt Hart,
the Bungle Bungle Range, El
Questro, Cape Leveque and
Drysdale River Station by air.

Tour operators are now
planning package deals which
would allow visitors to choose
where to 90, where to stay
and which pre-paid ground
tours to join. lf the venture is
shown to be successful, Ansett
may include a range of add-
o n  t o u  r s  t o  c o m p l e m e n t
existing fl ig hts to Broome,
Derby and Kununurra.

The lb is  Ae r ia  I  Tour is t
Highway has been a catalyst
to  b r ing  d i f fe ren t  g  rou  ps
together, lead ing to many
i n n o v a t i v e  p a r t n e r s h i p s
between the private sector,
A b o  r i g  i n  a  I  g r o u p s ,  S t a t e
government  agenc tes  and
local government.

Properly managed, nature-
based tourism can help bring
prosperity to local economies,
inc rease awareness  o f  the
beauty  and var ie ty  o f  our
environment and emphasise
the  need to  conserve  our
un ique p lan ts ,  an ima ls  and
places.
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The Pinnacles, in Nambung National
Park, is one of the most pholographed
Iandscapa in the uorld. But therc is
another side to Nambung- See page 41.
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REPTILES IN THE GARDEN
DAVID PEARSON ANDJII\,I ROLFE 28

The hidden coues and tunnels of Cape
Range National Park harbour seueral
animab found nowhere eke. Tum to
page 22 to find out about these bizarre
caae dwellers.

The choracteristics that made WA
inhospitable to the lirst Europeans are
nou helping us create new industries
thot can also repair the enuironment.
See page 47.

FIGHTING FIRE WITH FIRE
BICKSNEEUWJAGT

THE OTHER SIDE OF NAMBUNG
JOHN HUNTER AND KEITH HOCKEY

WORKING WITH NATURE
SYD 47

The bobtail (Tiliqua rugosa) is
sometimes incorrectly called the
'bobtail goanna' but is actually a very
large skink, They are common around
Perth and often seen in gardens.
Dudng hot weather they can be seen
basking on footpaths, verges or
roadways. See our story 'Reptiles in the
Garden' on Page 30.
The illustration is bg Philippa
Nikulinskg.

Perth has at leost 70 species of skinks,
geckoes and other reptiles. Find out
hou to attract these fascinating
creatures to gour garden on page 28.

Deuastation caused bU the recent NSW
bushfires has fuelled debate on the
practice of presc:ribed buming. How do
managers fight fire uith fire?
See page 35.
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